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THE 


PREFACE. 


HE Deſign of the following 
Addreſs is, Io perſwade to 

the Re-uniting of @ divided 
Church. And the Onity of the Church 
is that which our Lord and Saviour 
earneſtly, and with reiterated Petiti- 
ons, prayed for to his Father, and © 
which his Apoitles after him did, 
with the moit pathetical Expreſſuons 
they could well take unto themſelves, 
perſwade the Chriſtians to maintain. 
By which we may perceive, That the 
Succeſs of Chriſt's Deſign to be carried 
on by the Goſpel, does very much de- 
-—u upon this Onion 5, which was the 
eaſon why the Heart of Chriſt , and 
of his Apoſtles, were ſo much ſet up- 
on it, And if ſo; Then Djviſſons, Si- 
A} dings, 
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dings, Fa#ions and Dif affeFions in 
the Church, and Separation of one part 
of it from another, wmſt needs tend 
to fruſtrate and diſappoint our Savi« 
our in his deſign of Grace, and to de- 
prive the (hurch where theſe take 
place, of the Benefit and Comfort in 
great part, which be intended them, 
in recommending the (hriſtian Reli- 
gion to them: And then it will fol- 
low alſo, That thoſe who are - moſt of 


the Mind, Spirit and Temper of our Sa- ' 


viour and his Apoſtles, are and will 
be moſt tender, leſt they ſhould make 
any Breach in the Church, or diſturb the 
Peace of it 5 and moſt careful to do 
what in them lies to repair Breaches 
when made: But contrariwiſe, That 
thoſe who are moſt venturons in ma- 
king breaches upon Pretences that will 
not abide an impartial Tryal, and leaſt 
careſu! to cloſe up thoſe which are 
made, are to that degree, that they are 
ſo devoid of a Chriit-like Frame 0 
Mind, and Temper of Spirit, All which 
looks moſt unpleaſantly upon ſo many 
=* will not do all that they can do to 
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prevent the farther growth of Schiſm,and 
to heal the Churches wounds already 
made by it. 

Conſidering all which, and the deplo- 
rable State and Condition of the Church 
in this Nation by reaſon of Schiſm, and 
what Men ſuffer, and are like to ſuf- 
fer thereby in their Religious Intereſt 3 
1 cannat imagine wherein, or by what, 
good Men can better approve themſelves 
to Chriſt in any one thing, and more 
anſwer the Joy of his Heart, nor better 


ſerve their Generation, than by endea- 


vorring heartily according to the capa- 
city they are in, and the opportunity they 
have, to promote the re-uniting of the di- 
vided parts of the Church of God in 
this Nation. And if by endeavours of 
this nature, any think T have aGed 
more than comes to my ſhare in this 
Addreſs, or otherwiſe ; it hath been out 
of the abundance of my affetion to ſ9 
good and neceſſary a work, which will 
eaſily - obtain pardon from thoſe that 
are for peace. I cannot ſay, but that 
many attempts of this Nature have 
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beet made by others, and Endeavours 
uſed to'this end. But the Reaſon, Why 
ſo little. comes of it, is, Becanſe thoſe, 
who are the Aggre«ſſors, or many of then, 
would needs make themſelves the Gen- 
ter of Onion , and Standard of Com: 
munion But bow unreaſonable it is 
to expe, That an Onion ſhould be 
brought to paſs upon ſuch Terms, or 
to think it fit, That our Breaches ſhould 
lie open till it can, is eaſte to appre- 
hend. For when will all Presbyteri- 
ans, think you, be perſmaded to turn 
Anabaptiſts or Independents, or In- 
dependents fo turn Anabaptilts, or 
Anabaptiſts ro turn Independents, or 
both to turn Presbyterians? Or 7 
they © (hould, When will thoſe of the way 
of the Church of England fall in with 
them ? So that there . ſeems a neceſſaty 
of one of theſe two things; either for 
all the ſubdivided Parts of the Azggreſ- 
fours, to Re-unite themſelves again to 
the Church of Ergland, from which they 
unduly rent themſelves : Or elſe to per- 
petuate our various Schiſms until we 
have made our ſelves, thereby, a 


Prey 
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Prey to the common Adverſary, And 
who-ever are of the Mind to put things 
on this iſſue, and to run that hazard 
rather than to come to ſuch Terms of 
Accommodation as are not ſinful, 
though otherwiſe not altogether ſuch as 
they could wiſh, will certainly ſhew 
themſelves to be Perſons of but pri- 
vate, ſelfiſh Spirits, regarding more their 
own perſonal Satisfation, and private 
Conveniency , than the publick Benefit 
of the (hurch in general : a Temper, 
very unworthy a Chriſtian, and far from 
4 laying down the life for the Bre- 
thren. 1t was the true Mother who 
was for yielding to her Competitrix, 
rather than the Child ſhould be divi- 
ded. Beſides, by continuing a Schiſne 
upon ſuch terms which will not amount 
to any ſufficient , or juſt Cauſe, they 
make themſclues accountable for all the 
dreadful EffeFs of it. 

Since then there is no probability 
that the Agpgreſſours in their Subdivi- 
ſrons will ever ſettle or unite upon. any 
one of their narrow Foundations, it 
will, I doubt not, be' much more becom- 


ing 
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ing them as Chriſtians, for them all to 


Reconcile themſelves to the Church of , 


England, rather than to perpetuate 
ſuch a Complex Schiſm, as we ſee hath 
caft both Church and Nation into a 
Conwullion, and threatens its final ru- 
ine. Do you, or can you think, that 
there is at this Day, after all Tryals 
mide, any Men upon Earth better 
Chriſtians than many of thoſe who 
have been bred in the Church of Eng- 
land fence the Reformation from Po- 
pery, and who bave Lived and Died 
in ber Communion I can hardly 
think that any Sober, Intelligent  Per- 
, fon will wenture to ſay there is. And 
if not, what is the matter then if no- 
thing but the being very good Chriſti- 
ans be your deſign, why (rather than to 
make a Schiſm) that will not ſatis- 
fie you for the attaining to it, which 
bath been fo ſucceſsful for the effeFing 
this end in fa many other worthy Per- 
fons as bave left us an example of Holy 
Living, worthy our imitation Why 
the matter, as 1 apprehend it, ſtands 
thus: Thoſe whoſe minds had been in- 

finenced 
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fluenced and affeFed with the different 


Principles of the old Non-Conformiſts, 
Browniſts, ad Anabaptiſts, before our 
late unhappy Civil Wars brake out, took, 
the Opportunity which it gave them, ta 
begin a Work of Reformation in this 
Nation, as they Notioned it ta be. And 
although they all ſtill agreed with the 
Church of England in Dodtrines of 
Faith, and a holy Life, and in thoſe 
Do@rines wherein it oppoſeth the 
Church of Rome ; yea, and in the Sub- 


ſtance of Divine Worſhip alſo: Tet 


they all oppoſed the Church of Eng- 
land in the external Form of Worſhip, 
and in her Order and Government. But 
when they had. done ſo, they could not 
agree among themſelves what form of 
Worſhip and Government, in oppoſition 
to all other, is indeed of Divine Right, 
but therein ſharply oppoſed one another, 
So that this ſo called Reformation, 
produced more Diviſtons and Separa- 
tions, and multiplied more, and more 
monſtrous Sets, than ever there were 
in the Nation before. Notwithſtand- 
ing the ſad experience of all which, and 
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notwithſtanding the Means uſed by the 
Higher Powers to reduce them ;, yet it 
ſeems theſe ſeveral divided parts have 
thought themſelves concerned upon one 
Account or other, ſtill to carry on their 
eſteemed Reformation in their ſeveral 
different ways, and rather to run the 
bazard of all the ill Conſequences of 
| their Diviſion in common from the 
Church of England, and of their ſe- 
wveral Subdiviſions among themſelves, 
than to return to our Parochial Com- 
21union. 

Now then, the Endeavour of the fol- 
lowing Addreſs, is, To ſhew theſe two 
things eſpecially. The one is, That 
both the Principles .and Pra@ice in 
. many things , wherein this Reformati- 
on, endeavoured by them, doth conſiſt, 
are really Corruptions, and T hings 
which ought themſelves to be Refor- 
med. The other is, That if any Emen- 
dation, in Matters Eccleſgaſtical, ſhll 
be found convenient for the Peace, O- 
nity, and Stability of the Church of 
England 3 as 1 will not deny but there 
may, the preſent Genius and Temper of 
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many of this Nation conſidered (* for 
Moſes, for the hardneſs of the Peoples 
Hearts, by Gods direGion, put that in- 
to the Body of the Law, which other- 
wiſe would- not have been neceſſary : ) 
Tt to ſeek this by Separation from our 
Pariſh Churches, and by gathering 
Churches out of them, and by keeping 
Aſſemblies in oppoſition to them, is n0 
good Method of proceeding therein , but 
ſuch as tends to hurt the Church of 
God much more than to do it good, 
and to ſet People back, and not to 
bring them forward in that wherein 
the Heart and Spirit of true Chriſtianity 
lies. And for my Juſtification in this 
QOrndertaking,. I bave the old Non-Con- 
formiſts ſo far 0» my (ide, as that, as 
Mr. Baxter ſaith, Such as Myr. Cart- 
wright, Egerton, Hilderſham, Dod, 
Ameſius, Parker, Bains, Brightman, 
Ball, Bradſhaw, Paget, Langly, Ni- 
cols, Hering, and many ſuch wrote 
more againlt Separation, than the Con- 
formiſts did. Ard the former Writings 
of the preſent Presbyterians, abound 
alſo with InveFives againſt the Pra- 

Fice 
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ice of gathering Churthes out of our 
Pariſh Churches. Tea, thoſe who have 
been Chief in the Congregational way, 
have, in their Apologetical Narration, 
told the World, That all that Conſci- 
ence of Defilement they conceived, 
cleaved to rhe Worſhip of God in our 
Parith-Churches, or of the unwarrant- 
able Power of Church-Governors ex- 
erciſed therein, did never work 1n any 
of them any other Thought, much 
lels Opinion, but that Multitudes of 
the Pariſh-Congregations, were the 
true Churches and body of Chrilt, 
and the Miniſtry thereof a true Mini- 
{try. And again: We have always 
profeſs'd ( ſay they) (and that 1n theſe 
times when the Churches of England 
were moſt, either actually over-ſpread 
with Defilements, or in the greateſt 
Danger thereof) That we both did, 
and would hold a Commumion with 
them as the Churches of Chriſt, / 
ſhall not offend you by making that 
Improvement of theſe Conceſſuons, by 
Reflecions, which the Matter is capa- 
ble of. Only I heartily wiſh, That for 

the 


The PREFACE. 
the Honour of onr Religion, we may all 
be careful to do that which is good and 
commendable, not only in the fight of 
God, but alſo in the ſight of Men - 
And that nothing may be done but 
what we can give ſome competent ac- 
count of unto Mn, A thing wherein 
you have left even ſuch as wiſh you ve- 
ry well, much to feek, as mot know- 
ing how to reconcile your Principles 
and your Prafice, What bath been of- 
fered by ſome in order to it from the con- 
ftderation of the different carcamflances 
of former and preſent BY CH 
times, I muſt necds Dofunmeot Shu 
for. fas wry ors OE I 
of it, and bath met : BY: LU 
with ſuch a return _ _——_ 
from other ſome, as 
bath even left it without any ftrength at 
all, eſpecially in that which relates to Lax- 
Communion. 
' Now the God of Love and Peace af 
laſt lead us out of all thoſe Diffradi- 
ons and Conſuſtons into which cur own 
Weakneſs and Folly have betrayed 
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us, into Paths of Purity, Peace, and 
Love, and beſtow upon us all a Spi- | 
rit of Love, and of a ſound Mind, | 
That ſo we may all. come to keep the 
Unity of the Spirit in the Bond of 


Peace. 
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Beginning with the 


Anabaptiſts: 


SIRS, 

OW I am upon leaving the 
World by reaſon of Age ; ſome 
reaſons have. prevailed with me 
to leave behind me for you, a few words, 
not of bitter Contention, but of Peace, 
and to Edification ; and ſuch only as are 
agreeable to a following the Truth in Love, 


And in doing ſo, methinks I might pro- 
B miſe 
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miſe my ſelf, that what ſhall be thus offer- 
ed, will with a like mind be pondered and 
weighed by all ſuch among you as in whom 
Paſſion, Prejudice, and Partiality, do not 
prevail more than that wiſdom which 1s from 
above, which is firſt pure, then peaceable and 
eaſte to be intreated. 

How unfit ſoever I may in other reſpects 
be thought for this undertaking, yet my 
former experience in your way, and the 
many ſerious and impartial Conſiderations 
{ have had about it, may poſlibly have gi- 
ven me ſo much advantage for it, as may 
excuſe my preſent undertaking. - And be- 
ſides, if he that digged a pit (Ex. 23. 33.) 
was to cover it no Man need to wonder if 
[ concern my ſelf more than many others, 
by endeavouring what in me lies, to Cure 
the almoſt Epidemical Diſeaſe of Schiſm in 
{ome, and to prevent it in others. For 
however the general prevailing of it ſeems 
to have worn out that ſenſe of the hainouſ- 
neſs of it which the Church of God and all 
the famous Guides 1n it anciently had of it, 
and to have changed its name, and to be 
now adopted into the number of Virtues, 
and to be eſteemed an Ornament among 
too many ; yet I aſſure you it 1s not fo 
with me, who have ſeen and obſerved the 
diſmal effects of it, And doubtleſs it is 
not grown any whit the leſs hatnous by pre- 
valling 
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vailing ſo much as it hath done, unleſs a 
thing becomes the leſs evil by how much 
the more miſchief it does. 

This evil took place preſently after the 
Reformation from Popery, and became a 
clog to it then, as it hath been ever lince. 
And I know nothing ſo like to ſubvert the 
Reformation, and at laſt to deliver us up 
again unto a Papal Power, as this Sin of 
Schiſm. . 

Therefore blame me not if you find me 
endeavouring to awaken you into the ſame 
ſenſe of it which I my ſelf have. If you 
will but take your meaſure of what it is 
like to produce among the whole Prote- 
ſtant Party in the end, if a ſtop be not put 
to it, by what the Diviſions among your 
ſelves in the greateſt part of your Congre- 
gations in this Nation hath brought forth, 
eſpecially in the Weſt ; the proſpect will 
be ſad enough, and ſuch as one would think 
ſhould create in you a great jealouſy touch- 
ing the. practice of ſeparating from other 
Proteſtant Congregations. I ſhould think 
it might well cauſe you to conſider, whe- 
ther thoſe Sub-Diviſions, and Sub-Separa- 
tions among your ſelves, do not befal you 


as a correction for your firſt dividing from 


others without a cauſe, and to awaken you 
to review the grounds on which it hath 


been done, 
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Now to convince you, That you have 
no ſufficient Ground to {ceparate upon ac- 
count of Infant-Baptiſm, and that you 
have great cauſe to repent that you have 
ſo done, is that, I confeſs, which I chiefly 
deſign in this Charitable Addreſs, ſo far 
as It concerns you only, 

You are wont to interpret the extent 
of Chriſt's Commiſſion to Baptize, by 
what is recorded in point of fad, touch- 
ing who, or. what manner of Perſons 
were Baptized by the Apoſtles and others 
in their times : and to conclude, That no 
Infants were authorized by that Commiſſi- 
on, to be Baptized, ſince, as you ſuppoſe, 
the Scripture gives no account that any 
ſuch were Baptized. But if this way 
of arguing were good, it would certain- 
ly make againſt your own Practice, whe- 
ther it make any thing againſt Infant-Bap- 
tiſm or no, For then the ſaid Commiſſion 
of our Saviour would not warrant. the 
baptizing of any ſuch as you baptize, to 
wit, Perſons at Age, whoſe Parents were 
Chriſtians when they were born, and who 
have been educated from their Childhood 
in the Chriſtian Religion : for there is 
not the. leaſt hint in Scripture, that any 
{uch were baptized in the Apoſtles days, 
nor of any (except Infants) bunt only ſuch 
as were converted from Judaiſm or Page- 
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niſm to Chriſtianity, and that preſently 
after ſuch their Converſion. 

But if you think the lawfulneſs of bap- 
tizing ſuch Perſons. as you baptize, may 
be deduced, by way of conſequence; from 
Chriſt's Commiſſion, though there be no 
inſtances in Scripture of the baptizing 
any ſuch ; Then you cannot deny it to 
he lawful to baptize Infants, if the law- 
fulneſs of it can be deduced from ChriſPs 
Commiſſion to baptize, though there ſhould 
be no inftances in Scripture of the bapti- 
Zing any Infants. By this you ſee, That your 
popular Argument againſt Infant-Baptiſm, 
falls foul upon your ſelves and your own 
Practice, The difference then between 
you and the Pedo-baptiſts, muſt not be de- 
cided by examples in point of fact, (though 
if it ſhould, you would be far more to ſeek 
than they, as ſhall be ſhewed afterwards) 
but by the Doftrine of the Scriptures 
relating to Church-memberſhip and Bap- 
tiſm, which we will now come to con- 
ſider, and therein proceed gradually. 

When any thing hath been -wont .to be 
argued from the Church-memberſhip and 
Circumciſion of Infants in Old-Teſtament 
times, in favour of the viſible Church: 
memberſhip and Baptiſm of- Infants now, 
and in favour alſo of the Nationality of 
Churches ; it bath been ſtill replyed and 
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urged by you, That there is this diffe- 
rence between the Church then and now 
to wit, \ That the Church was conſtituted 
then. by _ Natural Generation, whereas It is 
conftituted now by Spiritual Regeneration ; 
and further, That what was ſufficient to 
make Church-members then, and to quali- 
fie them for the initiating Ordinance, is 
not ſo now. And becauſe this 1s a Cor- 
ner-ſtone in your building, a Foundation- 
Principle, upon which both you and the 
Congregational Men in great part do 
found your ſeparate Congregations, 
therefore it will be very meet, in the 
firſt place, to examine, What there is in 
this Pretenſion. 

That which is uſually alledged for it, 
is, Rom. 9. 6,7,8. where It is ſaid, They 
are not all Iſrael which are of Iſrael : net- 
ther becauſe they are the ſeed of Abraham, 
are they all Children : but in Iſaac ſhall thy 

ſeed be called. That 1s, they which are the 
* Childzen of the fleſh, theſe are not the 
Children of God , but the Children of the 
promiſe arc counted for the ſeed, However 
you may have flatter'd your ſelves from 
the mcer ſound of theſe words to think 
them a ſtrong foundation for your afore- 
{aid Notion and Opinion ; yet being more 
narrowly looked into, they will be found 
to ſubycrt and utterly overthrow it, For 

that 
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"gp which theſe words will directly prove, 

» That Church-memberſhip or perſons 
Relation unto God as his Children,did not, 
no not in Old-Teſtament times, proceed 
from Natural Generation, or meerly from 
being Abrabam's Seed, according to the 
fleſh. 

The unbelieving Jews, againſt whoſe 
Pretences the Apoſtle here argues, did in- 
deed hold, That becauſe they were natu- 
rally deſcended from Abrabam, and Cir- 
cumciſed and kept the Law, "that God 
ſhould be unrighteous and not make good 
his Promiſe, if he ſhould not own them 
for his Children, but caſt them off, as the 
Apoſtle in his Dodrine, it ſeems, aſſerted 
that he would, if they did not believe, 
but reje& the "Goſpel of his Son. And 
that upon which they built this confidence 
was, in that God had promiſed to be the 
God of Abraham and his Seed. 

To take off which Pretence of theirs, 
and to prove, That God would act no- 
thing contrary to his Promiſe made to 
Abraham and his Seed, though he ſhould 
reject them for rejecting the Goſpel, he 
ſhews they were under a great miſtake, 
(juſt as you are now) in thinking they 
were the Children of God, or of his 
Church , meerly becauſe they were de- 
ſcended from Abraham's Loins, For, 
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faith he, they are wot all Iſrael that 
are of Iſrael, which yet they would have 
been, if ſomewhat clſe had not been re- 
quiſite to make them ſo, than their proce- 
dure out of his Loins in a courſe of Na- 
tural Generation. MNetither (faith he) be- 
cauſe they are the Seed of Abraham, are they 
all Children, to wit, of God, as after he 
expounds it, when he ſaith, they that are 
the Children of the fleſh, theſe are not the 
Children of God, Verſe 8. 

But as he ſhewed from what this Rela- 
tion of Son-ſhip unto God did not pro- 
ceed, ſo he ſhews likewiſe from what it 
did, by interpreting thoſe words of God 
to Abraham, but in Iſaac ſhall thy ſeed be 
called. That 15 ( ſaith he ) they which are 
the Children of the fleſh, theſe are not the 
Children of God, but the Children of the pro- 
zniſe are counted for the ſeed, Now by 
Children of the Promiie 1s meant Abra- 
bam's Spiritual Seed : for they, we ſee, 
are oppoſed to Children of the fleſh : 
2nd ſpiritual and carnal are contra-diſtin- 
cuiſhed, the one from the other , as Seeds 
of a different ſpecies or kind. This 1s fo 
plain, as what can be plainer ? So that in 
Abrabam's time and aftcr, we ſee, thoſe 
who were related to God, as his Church 
and Children, were 1o, upon the account. 
of their being Abrabam?s Spiritual Seed. 
And 
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And furthermore, in that any of the 
Gentiles being proſelyted to the Faith 
and Religion of Abrabam, were with their 
Children to be admitted to the ſame pri- 
viledges with the People of the God of 
Abraham, and to be numbred with them 
as they were; it's a plain caſe, That their 
Church-memberſhip, or Relation to God 
as his People, did not then proceed meer- 
ly from Natural Generation and Relation, 
they being Children of Abraham not ac- 
cording to the fleſh, but according to 
Faith. The ſame may be ſaid of Stran- 
gers from among the Gentiles, that were 
born of Gentile Parents in Abrabam?s 
Houſe, or bought with his Money, they 
being under his power to inſtruct and edu- 
cate in the true Religion, the Males of 
them were to be Circumciſed, and recei- 
ved into the Church as Abrabaw's Spiritu- 
al Seed. 

1 his being ſo, upon what account lit- 
tle Children were of the Church, at that 
time, we will conlider afterwards, In 
the mean time, methinks, from what 
hath been now repreſented to you from 
the Scriptures, you ſhould not but per- 
ceive that the Church was no more con- 
ſtituted by Natural Generation before the 
times of the Goſpel, than it 1s fince ; 
And that therefore the Spiritual Conſtitu- 
LON 
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tion of the Church under the Goſpel, is no 
more an Argument againſt Infants Church- 
memberſhip, nor of the Nationality of 
Churches now, than the like Conſtitution 
of the Church in Old-Teſtament times, 
was an Argument againſt them then. 

The next thing | would offer to your 
Conſideration is this, That, notwithſtand- 
ing that, the Conſtitution of the Church 
in Old-Teſtament times, was as well Spt- 
ritual as that in the New, and did as well 
conſiſt of Abraham's Spiritual Seed, as the 
New-Teſtament Church doth, and that 
there 1s no ſuch difference between them 
as you have imagined : Yet for all that 
the whole body of the Jewiſh People in Fa- 
cob's Line, ſtood related to God as his Chil- 
dren .and peculiar People. Before they 
were incorporated into a Common-wealth, 
and while they were as yet in Egypt, God 
himfelf ſtiled them colle&ively conlider- 
ed, his Son, Exod. 4.22,23. And after- 
wards to the whole body of that People, 
Moſes ſaid, Te are the Children of the Lord 
your God, And again, thou art an boly 
people unto the Lord thy God, and he bath 
choſen thee to be a peculiar people” unto 
himſelf, Deut, 14. 1,2. Elſewhere they are 
{tiled Sarmts, Deut. 33.2, 3. Pſal. 89. 5. 7. 
and 149.1. And St. Paul faith, That un- 
to them pertained the adoption, Rom, 9. 4- 
Now 
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Now theſe ſeveral Appellations, Chil- 
dren of God, holy People , Saints, pe- 


culiar People, ſignified doubtleſs as much 
/ when applied to the Old-Teſtament 


Church, as when applied to. the New, 
in the Epiſtles to the Churches. And 
therefore there can be no difference in 
the general Nature of the Conſtitution 
of the- one and of the other. Though 
there is #"difference in the Revelation 
of the Mind of God, and of the 
way of Salvation to the Church then and 
now, yet there is no ſuch difference in 
their Conſtitutions, as that the one ſhould 
be called Carnal, and the other Spiritual : 
for as thoſe of the Church of the New 
Teſtament are ſaid to be Saints by calling, 
holy Brethren , Children of God, a peculiay 
People, ſo were thoſe of the Old like- 
wile. 

Conſidering then, That the Old-Teſta- 
ment Church was conſtituted of Abra- 
ham's Spiritual Seed, as well as that of the 
New ; and tiled the Children of God, 
Saints, a holy and peculiar People, as 
thoſe of the New-Teſtament Church. alſo 
are: One of theſe two things muſt of 
neceſſity follow. Either firſt, That the 
whole Body of the-people of the Jews un- 
der the Old Teſtament, and all the people 
of the Churches of the New , who both 
came 
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came under the aforeſaid denominations, 
were all ſavingly holy, and no Hypocrites 
among them : or elſe, ſecondly, That 
{ome people are in Scripture denominated 
Children of God, a holy People, Saints, 
a peculiar People, and the like, in other 
reſpetts than that of ſaving Grace, or in- 
ternal Holineſs. And becauſe we have no 
Ground to believe, That all thoſe, both 
of the Old-Teſtament Church® and of 
the New, to whom the : aforeſaid Appella- 
tions are given, were favingly ſanctified, 
ſavingly the Children of God, therefore 
we mult of neceſſity conclude, "That they 
were and are ſo called upon ſome other 
account, that 1s more extrinſecal than that 
of ſpecial and internal Grace. 

And what that ſhould be, is not neceſ- 
ſary for me to determine ; it- is enough 
to my purpoſe, that it appears, That the 
forementioned glorious Appellations, are 
in Scripture given to ſome other, than 
ſuch as are ſavingly fſanctifhed. But yet 
that which ſeems to me moſt likely to be 
it, upon account of which others are ſtt 
led Saints, the Children of God, and the 
like, "than thoſe that arc favingly {o, 1s 
this, to wit, God's chuting, calling, and 
ſeparating them from other People in the 
World, to be brought nearer to him than 
thoſe others are, in Relation, and in Lear- 
ning. 
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ting, to profeſs the true Religion. And 
thus ſuch are Saints by Calling, Rom. 1:67. 
of which I ſhall ſay more afterwards, and 
of the manner how. But thus there are 
many called, when but few are choſen , as 
our Saviour hath told ns again and #gain,; 
Called, not only by being invited, but 
really brought to profeſs the true Religi- 
on, in the ſincere Belief, and Praftice of 
which, Salvation 1s to be obtained ; when 
yet they are not the choſen of God in 
that emphatical ſenſe, which 1s peculiar to 
thoſe who are inwardly in Heart and Sou], 
ſeparated and devoted to God. Thus all 
and every one are God's Sons or Daugh- 
ters, that are called by his Name, as eve- 
ry one is, that 1s called to profeſs his 
Name and Religion. Ifa. 43. 6,7. Bring 
my Sons from far , and my Daughters from 
the ends of the earth ; even every one that 
is called by my name. And according to 
this account, and in this more general 
reſpe&, Perfons very unworthy, 1n point. 
of Life and PraRtice , are God's. Sons 
and Daughters. Deut. 31. 19. When the 
Lord ſaw it he abhorred them , becauſe of 
the provoking of his ſons and of h1s daughters. 
There are many that are Children of 
God's Kingdom, that will be caſt out in- 
to outer darkneſs, Matth, 8.12. St. Paul, 


writing to all the Churches of Galatia, 
ſaith 
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faith thus unto them, Chap. 3. 26. Te are 
all the Children of God by faith in Chriſt 
Teſus , and gives this Reaſon of his ſo 
ſaying : For as many as have been bap- 
tized into Chriſt (as they all were) have 
put on Chriſt, viz, by Profeſſion. And 
yet many of them were ſuch as made him 
to write thus'of them. I marvel that ye 
are ſo ſoon removed from him that called 
you unto the Grace of Chriſt, unto another 
Goſpel, Chap. 1.6. I am afraid of you, 
teſt I have beſtowed on you labour in vain, 
ch. 4.11. And again, 1 ſtand in doubt of 
you,, ver. 20. Much more of this nature 
might be ſaid, and it might he further 
ſhewed alſo, that the holy Scriptures ſtile 
ſuch Saints in this more general reſpec, 
and in a large ſenſe, which were far from 
appearing to be ſo in the more ſpecial and 
emphatical ſenſe. Inſtances of this nature 
might be given in Members of the Church 
of Corinth, and other Primitive Churches, 
as well as in the antient Jewiſh Church. 
Compare 1 Cor, 1. 2. with Chap. 5. 1. and 
8. 10, 11. and 15. 34. 2 Cor. 12. 20, 21. 
But I will not multiply words to prove 
that which appears ſo evident by a tew as 
You ſce. 

But if this be true which I have been 
proving, viz. That ſome in the vilible 
Church are in Scripture denominated the 

Children 
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Children of God, a Holy People, Saints, 
a Peculiar People, in other reſpects than 
ſuch as amount to ſaving Grace, or inter- 
nal Holineſs; Then your Principle, and 
the Principle of others in the Congregatio- 
nal way, cannot be ſound, when you and 
they aſlert, That none are to be owned as 
members of the wiſable Church, ſo as to be re- 
ceived into Church-Communion, who are not 
in the Judgment of Charity, ſavingly ſantti- 
fied. For we ſee others than ſuch are in 
Scripture account owned as really members 
of the viſible Church. And therefore the 
Opinion and Practice both of you and them 
in-this, can be no other than an 1m1owvation 
and humane invention, and which hath been 
one principal cauſe of ſo much diviſion in 
the Church, and of the ſad effects of it, as 
we havealready ſeen. I have nothing to 
ſay againſt exerciſing as much Charity in 
your Opinion of others as you can. But 
that's no judgment of Charity, nor of 
truth neither, to judge thoſe no viſible' 
Church-Members for want of ſaving Grace, 
which yet are ſo in the judgment of God 
himſelf by the Scriptures. And Men ſhould 
not pretend to be wiſer than their Maker, 
or think to find out better methods than 
he hath pitch'd upon, for the promoting 
his ends, his own Glory, and Man's Salva- 
tion. But when they do, they likely do 
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in the total, and at the long run, but fru- 
{trate and diſappoint thoſe ends, or great- 
ly hinder them, and promote thoſe of a 
worſe nature; The Judgment of Charity 
in this matter, is a rule arbitrary and un- 
certain, and will vary as Men's Opinions 
' and Aﬀections vary, and he ſhall be a good 
Chriſtian in the charitable judgment of 
ſome, that ſhall be denied to be ſo in the 
judgment of others. To ſet up this judg- 
ment of Charity for a rule jn this matter, 
is indeed a way like unto which there 1s 
none that I can think of ſo prepared and 
fitted to make Parties and Sects in the 
Church as that is. But to own all to beof 
the viſible Church whoare converted from 
a falſe to the profeſſion of the true Religi- 
on, and the little Children of ſuch, and 
the Succeſſors of ſuch in the ſame profeſſi- 
on, vatil they deſert the Church, or are 
worthily and deſervedly, and in a regular 
way of proceeding Excommunicated, . is to 
walk by an open, manifeſt, certain, and 
fixt rule; which had it beenduly obſerved, 
would have preſerved the Church in Unity 
and Peace, which now is lamentably divi- 
ded and diſturbed by introducing other 
meaſures. Which brings me to the next 

thing to be enquired into. 
The next thing then which as I ſay we 
will enquire into is,how,or in what —_— 
ttie 
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little Children were Members, and a part 
of the Old-Teſtameat Church, and capa- 
ble of the then initiating Ordinance. And 
by what hath been before proved, I think 
we may ſafely conclude, that it was not 
meerly upon the account of their natural 
deſcent from Abraham, or from Abraham's 
eed, according to thefleſh, For Abraham 
as he was Father to the Church,or Church- 
Members,as ſuch, it was not in-his natural 
but his religious capacity that he was ſo: It 
was as he was a Believer, that he was and 
yet 15 the Father of Believers. And ac- 
cordingly all that were of the Church, 
whether young or old, were ſo upon a re- 
ligious account in one reſpect or other. 
The Church 1s not a Natural, Political, or 
Civil Community, but a Religious or Spi- 
ritual Community : And therefore all Per- 
ſons, and fo little Children that were of 
the Church, muſt needs in one reſpect or 
other have been perſons of a Religious or 
ſpiritual conſideration. This I think 1s paſt 
diſpute. And yet I think that the little 
Children which were of the Church, could 
not be looked upon to be in that religious 
capacity aftively, or by any a& of their 
own while but little ones, but were pal- 

hively ſuch. ae! | 
This conſidered, I know not upon what. 
hetter to. place the viſible Church-mem- 
'& berſhip 
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berſhip of Infants, or to attribute it to, 
than God's eletting and calling them to be his 
people, and their Parents dedicating and devo- 
ting them to God and his ſervice, Firſt, God 
choſe them to be his People among the 
reſt, Deut. 4. 37. Becauſe be loved thy fa- 
thers, therefore he choſe their ſeed after them. 
This was the adoption of which St. Paul 
{peaks, Rom. 9. 4. Now God's thus chu- 
{ing them to be his people, and declaring 
that he had choſen{gthem (as he did in pro- 
miling to be their God) wasone degree of 
ſeparating them from the reſt of the 
World, and by which they became a holy 
ſeed, relatively holy I mean, 

But this was not all : But they became 
his People by God's calling them to be 10 
as well as by his Election and Promiſe. The 
Lord by his Prophet ſtiled the whole body 


—.. of the People of the Jews, Iſrael my called, 


Iſa. 48. 12. By this call of his they were 
in a further degree ſeparated to God as his 
People, and differenced from the Heathen 
Nations that were under no ſuch call. Now 
God then calleth Perſons to be his People, 
when he-placeth them in ſuch circumſtan- 
ces, or vouchſateth them ſuch means, as 
by which they do orwill come to take him 
tor their God, and to imbrace the Religi- 
on which;is of God, Now as to the man- 


ner of this call, it is either extraordinary 
or 
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or ordinary. As for Abraham himſelf he 
ſeems to have been called by God in a way 
extraordinary, by his appearing and ſpeak- 
;ng to him as he did in Meſopotamia, Acts 
7. 2. But his ſeed and poſterity were cal- 
led in an ordinary way by being educated 
from their Childhood in Abraham's Religi- 
on by their Parents ; deriving it from .A4- 
brabam, and ſo ſucceſſively from one Ge- 
neration to another, from Generation to 
Generation, according to P/ſal. 58. 5, 6. 
The Lord eſtabliſhed a teſtimony in Jacob, and 
appointed a Law 11 Iſrael, which he command- 
ed our Fathers that they ſhould make them 
known to their Children : That the generation 
to come might know them, even the Children 
which ſhould be born : who ſhould ariſe and 
declare them to their Children, that they might 
ſet their hope in God, And in this way the 
little Children who were then Members of 
the Church as all confeſs, were called to 
that Church-Memberſhip, unleſs you can 
ſuppoſe that any can be Members of the 
Church without being called to it. And 
it was doubtleſs the Election and Call a- 
foreſaid, by which little Children were 
brought into that ſpiritual relation to God 
and his People, which qualified them for a 
ſolemn admiſſion into the Church by the 
Church-initiating Ordinance for the time 
then being, which other Children were 
C 2 not 
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not duly capable of, who were not under 
that Election and Call. God's placing thoſe 
Infants in ſuch circumſtances as was their 
being under the care and tutorage of ſuch 
Parents, as would iſſue in their. owning 
God for thei” God, and his Religion for 
the way of their. worſhiping and ſerving 
him, was his calling of them in the begin- 
ninz of it, unto ſuch a profeſſion. And 
the Scripture uſeth to reckon little Chil- 
dren as having begun to do this or that, 
when they are but placed in circumſtances 
that will bring them to do it actually in 
the Iſſne, And thus the Children of the 
Kobathites of a month old were numbred with 
their Fathers, as with them, keeping the charge 
of the Santuary, when they wore but in a 
way of being trained up to it, Numb, 3. 
28; And in this reſpect perhaps it was 
that our Saviour ſpake of ſome little Chil- 
dren, as believing in him, of which I ſhall 
ſay more afterwards, Mat. 18.5, And 
for the ſame reaſon it may be little Chil- 
dren were ſaid toenter into Covenant with 
God, when their Parents did fo, Deut.29. 
11,12, To conclude this enquiry ; Moſt 
certain it 1s, that Infants were then recei- 
yed into the Church, and were a part of 
it, as all acknowledge; and it muſt be in 
the reſpets which I have mentioned that 


they were ſo, unleſs any more likely can 
be 
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be named, which I cannot imagine. For 
other Infants of the Heathen which were 
not under theſe circumſtances, were not 
reputed Church-Members, nor were in any 
immediate capacity of the Church-initia- 
ting Ordinance. 

The next thing after this, which would 
be inquired into, '1s, Whether the vilible 
Church-memberſhip of the Infants of be- 
lieving Parents, was diſcontinued or ter- 
minated by the taking place of the Go- 
ſpel Miniſtration, or by any new Church 
ſtate under it ? And, 1 doubt not to ſay, 
that there are many things which will de- 
termine this queſtion againſt you in the 
Negative, I will begin with that in Rom, 
I1. 29, Where it's ſaid, for the gifts and 
calling of God are without repentance. Theſe 
words relating to the calling of ſuch Jews, 
who, as concerning the Goſpel, were then 
Enemies for the ſake of the believing Gen- 
tiles, and yet beloved for the Father's ſake, 
that which I chiefly note from them is, 
That the calling of God, or his antient way 
or method of bringing the Jews: to be his 
people, is not now under the Goſpel re- 
called, no more than his donation or gift 
conferred on Abrabam 3nd his Seed, is, 
when he promiſed to be their God on the 
terms. he did ; but both are ſtill continued 
without any repentance in God, The way 
3 intro 
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into the Church is as open, the terms of 
admiſſion as touching the general nature 
of them as eaſie, and the means of' procu- 
Ting it vouchſ” fed by God,as ſufficient now 
as ever they were. God hath not repented 
of ny favorr or grace that was antiently 
gr anted ro the Jews whether old or young, 
in ref-r-nce to their being of his Church 
and People. And in that very prediction 
in [/a. $9: 20, 21. which the Apoſtle here 
in Rom, 5 27. recites, touching the 
calling of the Jews i in Goſpel times, It 1s 
forctold, that the ſame way of propaga- 
ung Church-members and the true Religi- 
on, winch God uſed in Old-Teſtament 
tmes, by Parents training up their ſeed in 
the true Religion,and by that means tranſ- 
mitting it from Geaeration to Generation, 
ſhall continue in the Church to the end of 
the World. For .it is there ſaid, As for 
me bis ws my Covenant with them, ſaith the 
Lora, My ſpirit which 1s upon thee, and my 
words which I bave put in thy mouth , {ball not 
dep art out of thy mouti, nor out of the mouth 
of thy ſeed, nor out of the mouth of thy ſceds 


ſeed, ſaith the Lord, from henceforth and for 


ever, And accordingly we find in point 
oi event, that (except in the firſt planting 
of Chriſtian Churches in an extraordinary 
way, by extraordinary means) the ordi- 
nary way of propagating the Chriſtian 
Pro- 
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Profeſſion and Profeſſors from Age to Ape, 
hath been the very ſame with that which 
was uſed by God's appointment by the Jews 
of old ; which was by receiving their In- 
fant Children into the Church, and fo e- 
ducating them in the true Rehigion pro- 
teſſed by the grown Members of the 
Church. 

For further light in this matter, let us 
conlider what Doctrine our Saviour taught, 
and what his Apoſtles after him, in relati- 
on to it. Our Saviour faith, Suffer the lit- 
tle Children to come to me, and forbid them 
not for of ſuch is the Kingdom of God, 
Mark 10. 14. Which words, for of ſuch 
s the Kingdom of God, are the reaſon 
here given by our Savionr,why little Chil- 
dren ſhould be ſuffered.and not forbidden 
to be brought to him. Which ſhews, that 
when he ſays, of ſuch is the Kingdom of 
God, he meant it of ſuch little Children 
properly as thoſe were which were brought 
to him, and not of Men like little Chil- 
dren, in Humility, Innocency, or Doctli- 
ty, as you would have it. For if we 
ſhould underſtand it in your ſenſe, then 
that which our Saviour gives here for a 
reaſon, ſeems to be no reaſon. For what 
conſequence 1s there in this, or how would 
it follow, that becauſe the Kingdom of 
God 1s of other perſons like little Chil- 

bh & dren 
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dren in other things, but altogether un- 
like them in what was the matter of ex- 
ception againſt their being brought to 
Chriſt, which was their Minority, that 
theretore little Children properly meant, 
ought to be ſuffered and not forbidden to 
be brought to Chriſt ? And if it be meant 
of little Children properly, then our Sa- 
viour in theſe words aſſerts ſuch little 
Children to be of the Church, whether 
you underſtand by Kingdom of God, Hea- 
ven it ſelf, or the Church on Earth, For 
none are of the Kingdom of Heaven a- 
hove, who are not firſt of the Church on 
Earth ; for it 1s his Body the Church only 
that Chriſt is thus the Saviour of. But if 
this Text were to he underſtood in your 
ſenſe, yet it would prove that for which I 
alledge it, by parity of reaſon. For if that 
which makes adult. perſons like little Chi]- 
dren in that for winch they are propound- 
cc as a pattern, will qualihe them tor the 
Kingdom of God; then it muſt needs qua- 
tifie the Children themſelves for it. If 
you fay that this way of arguing as well 
proves Doves, Lambs, and Sheep qualified 
70 be of the Kingdom of God, as little 
Children ; becauſe they, in ſome reſpects, 
zre ſet for patterns unto Men, and good 
Men, upon account of reſembling them in 
tome rc} ets, are called by their Names. 
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| I anſwer, it follows not ; becauſe theſe 
# Creatures have not rational Natures as 
Children have, and therefore are not ca- 
ble of ſpiritual benefits as Children are: 
or were ever conſtituted Church-mem- 
bers heretofore , as little Children have 
! been. By reaſon of which difference, it 
will not follow that the one arenot Church- 
! members becauſe the other are not, though 
both are propounded as patterns in ſome 
reſpect of that which will qualifie rational 
Creatures for Church-memberſhip. So 
that take it which way you will, the argu- 
ment from the Text for Infants Church- 
memberſhip, is far ſtronger than any thing 
which can be offered againſt it. 

Again, in Zyuke 9. 48. Our Saviour 
ſpeaking of a little Child which he had ſet 
by him, faith, MWhoſoever ſhall receive this 
Child in my name, receiveth me, Here you 
have no room to pretend it meant of Men 
qualified like Children. For it 1s not faid, 
whoſoever ſhall receive ſuch as this Child 
in my Name ; but whoſoever ſhall receive 
this Child (the individual Child then ſet 
by our Saviour) in my Name, receiveth 
me. And if that Child or other ſuch 

.,were to be received in the name of Criſt, 

" then that Child was, and other ſuch are 
ſpiritually related to Chriſt, as thoſe of 
his Body the Church are ; How. elſe could 
they 
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they be received in his Name? Now to 
receive one into the Church of Chriſt, is 
to receive one in his Name, therefore 
{ince our Saviour would have ſome little 
Children received in his Name, he would 
have them received into his Church, The 
words, whoſoever ſhall recerve this Child mm 
my Name, reterveth me, are indefinite and 
not limited to any one way of receiving in 
his Name. So that if there ſhould be more 
ways of receiving little Children in the 
name of Chriſt, than by receiving them 
into the Church , yet that being one way, 
and an eminent way too, It cannot accord- 
ing to Chrilt's own Declaration , but be 
highly acceptable to him to receive ſuch 
little Children into the Church as that he 
ſpoke of was, lince he takes it as if he him- 
{cif were received. 

Let us conſider yet further thoſe words 
of our Saviour, at. 18.6. But whoſo ſhall 
offend one of theſe little ones that believe in me, 
&c. ItI can demonſtrate to you that this 
was ſpoken of little Children properly, 1 
ſhall not need to determine in what re- 
ſpects they can be faid to believe in Chrilt. 
| can eaſily think as well as you, that they 
cannot be ſaid to believe in the propereſt 
{enſe, They are not indeed Unbelevers, 
as that ſignifies a wilful rejection of the 
terms of Grace and Salvation , which yet 
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it may be is the common ſenſe of the word 
unbelicef in Scripture , which 1s damning. 
And conſidering their redemption by 
Chriſt's Death from Condemnation for 
original Sin , while actual is not added to 
it, they may be as well in a State of Salva- 
tion, as actual Believers are, till actual fin 
take place ; and ſo be numbred with them 
upon that account. When our Saviour 
ſays, Whoſoever doth not recetve the King- 
dom of God as a little Child , ſhall not enter 
therein , 1t 1s not. only implied that little 
Children receive the Kingdom of God, 
but alſo more fully expreſt , that none 
ſhall receive the Kingdom of God but 
upon the ſame terms in {ome {ort as they 
do, and what can thoſe be but Chriſt's 
Ranſom and Purchace, and their being free 
from a prevailing principle of oppoſition 
againſt the Goſpel and Government of - 
Chriſt. And that may well be true in this 
caſe which our Saviour ſays in another, He 
that 1s not againſt us 15 for us, Lu. 9. 50. and 
if little Children in ſuch a ſenſe are for 
Chriſt , they may well be reckoned to be 
of his Party , and called as thoſe of his 
party are, Belicvers, Diſciples, 

The little Children of old , could no 
more properly enter into Covenant , nor the 
uncircumciſed male-Child break the Covenant, 
nor the Children of the Kohatlates of a 
month 
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month old keep the charge of the Santuary, 
than little Children can believe in Chriſt : 
and yetin ſome reſpe, and in ſuch a lati- 
tude of ſpeech as the Scripture ſometimes 
uſeth, they were faid to do all theſe things. 
Let the reaſon then be what it will for 
which they are ſaid to believe, yet that it 
is ſome little Children properly taken, 
who in this place are faid to believe in 
Chriſt,I ſhall'eadeavour to evince by ſhew- 
ing theſe two things. 

Firſt, That they were little Children in 
a proper ſence, of which our Saviour 
{ſpeaks Yer. 5. in the words next prece- 
ding theſe in Yer. 6. 

Secondly, That theſe in this 6. Yer. 
who were ſaid to believe in Chriſt , were 
the very ſame, or the ſame ſort of little 
ones, of which he had ſpoken m Per. 5. 
That they were littte Children m a proper 
ſenſe, of which our Saviour ſpake in Yer.s. 
when he ſaid, Who ſo ſhall receizie one ſuch 
little Child in my Name, receiveth me ; will 
appear, partly by therelation theſe words 
bear to thoſe which go before ; and partly 
by comparing them with the relation 
which another Evangeliſt makes of the 
ſame matter. In the 2. Yerſe of this Chap. 
Chriſt is ſaid to ſet a little Child inthe midſt 
of hs Diſciples. And in the 4. Yer. he faith, 
Hhoſoever ſhall humble himſelf as this little 
Child. 
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Child, the ſame is greateſt in the Kingdom of 
Heaven, This little Child in Per. the 4th. 
15'the ſame with that ſaid to be ſet in the 
midſt of the Diſciples, Yer. 2. And then 
in Yer, 5. he ſaith, Whoſo ſhall receive one 
ſuch Wttle Child in my Name, receiveth me ; 
meaning ſuch little Child as had been ſpo- 
ken of juſt before in Yer. 2. and 4. And 
to put the matter out of all doubt, that by 
{uch little Child mentioned ver. 5. our Sa- 
viour meant that very little Child that was 
ſet by him, or any other ſuch, and not Men 
reſembled by the Humility, Docility, or 
Innocency of that or any other ſuch 
Child, the Evangeliſt Zuke relating the 
ſame matter, Chap. 9. 48. faith thus : 
Whoſoever ſhall receive this Child in my 
Name, receiveth me ;, plainly ſpeaking this 
of that individual Child, which in the ve- 
ry next Verſe before, Chriſt is ſaid to haye 
ſet by him. The true ſenſe of the ſame 
matter related thus by both the Evange- 
lifts, ſeems to be this, That whoſoever 
ſhould receive that little Child, that very 
Child which Jeſus had ſet by him, or any 
other ſuch, in his Name, ſhould by fo do- 
ing, receive him. The one Evangeliſt re- 
lates one, and the other the other part of 
our Savionr's ſaying inthis matter, as 1s u- 
{ual alſo in other Gaſes, 
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Thus far the matter before us1s as clear 
as well could be defired, that when our 
Saviour faid, whoſo ſhall receive one ſuch 
little Child in my Name, recetveth me, he 
meant it of little Children properly. And 
that it was theſe very little ones ſo under- 
ſtood, or this ſort, which our Saviour 
ſaid, did believe in him, when he ſaid, but 
whoſo ſhall offend one of theſe little ones which 
believe in me, &c. ſeems to be as plain as 
the other. For to whom can thoſe words, 
one of theſe little ones, relate, but to them 
of whom our Saviour laſt ſpake ? Beſides 
the oppolition here between recerving and 
oftending, the receiving one of thoſe little 
Children in Chriſt's Name, and the of- 
fending of one of thoſe little ones, ſhews 
the matters ſpoken ot in both YVerſes.5.and 
6. to reſpect the ſame ſort of perſons, 
which then muſt needs be little Children 
properly. And the oppolition ſeems to 
lie thus : As he whoever he be which ſhall 
receive a little Child in Chriſt's Name as 
related to him, or ſo as to educate and in- 
{ſtruct him in the knowledge of him and 
his Religion, ſhall do a worthy act, ſuch 
as Chrilt will take as if done to himſelf : 
So he that ſhall turn one ſuch little Child 
alide, by training him up in a contrary 
Religion, ſhall do a moſt unworthy act, 
and {uch as would expoſe him to _ 
tnan 
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than being drewned in the depth of the 
Sea, And this ſenſe of the word offend, 
exactly agrees with the common uſe of it 
in the New Teſtament. 

But yet notwithſtanding all that I have 
ſaid, I do not at all deny the emblematical 
uſe here, of the little Child which our Sa- 
viour ſet in the midſt of the Apoſtles, 
which was to cure them or ſome of them of 
ambition, and to perſuade them to become 
if poſlible as free from it as little Children 
are. And therefore tells them firſt, that 
except they were converted and became as 
little Children, they ſhould be ſo far from 
being greateſt in the Kingdom of Heaven, 
the thing they contended about, as that 
they ſhould notat all enter therein, Yer. 3, 
And ſecondly, he tells them, that the way 
for them or any other to intereſs them- 
ſelves ſo far in his favour, as to. be made 
greateſt in the Kingdom of Heaven, 1s by; 
becoming like little Children, by purging 
out ſuch ill habits of pride and the like, 
which made them unlike to httle Chil- 
dren, in whom ſuch il] habits had not ta- 
ken place, For faith he, MWhoſo ſhall bum- 
ble himſelf as this little Child, the ſame ws 
greateſt in the Kingdom of Heaven, Ver, 4. 
But then though all this 1s granted, yet it 
muſt be conſidered, how, and after what 
manner our Saviour would cure this Di- 
{temper 


| 
| 
| 


32 - AFriendly Add2eſs 


ſtemper in the Diſciples, by this Emblem 
of a little Child, And this he did, firſt 
by intimating to them how free from Pride 
and other ill habits little Children are, tall 
they have defiled themſelves with actual 
1in. And ſecondly, by Jetting them know 
how very dear to him they are upon that 
account, upon their not having actually 
defiled themſelves with Pride, Malice, or 
Oppoſition againſt him and his Goſpel (for 
which reaſon perhaps he numbers them 
with thoſe that believe) indeed ſo dear, as 
that he takes what is done for or againſt 
them, as done for or againſt himſelf. And 
by thus diſcourſing to them of ſuch little 
Children as that was which ſtood in the 
midſt of them, he inſtructed them touch- 
ing the neceſſity of purging out ill habits, 
and of hecoming Humble and Innocent, if 
ever they would endear themſelves to him, 
or become capable of entering into the 
Kingdom of Heaven, or of being great 
therein, 

By the way then, by what hath been 
now ſaid, you may anſwer your own Ar- 
gument, why you cannot think it probable 
that any little Children were ſaid to be 
Baptized, when it's ſaid, ſuch and ſuch 
were Baptized and their Houſholds. Your 
reaſon you knoiv is; becauſe it is ſaid of 
{ome of them, that all of thoſe a 
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did believe. Which yet 1s no reaſon to 
disbelieve little Children to be any of 
thoſe all, if the little Children of Believers 
are ſaid by our Saviour to be Believers, as 
you may ſee they are, by what hath been 
now repreſented to you, unleſs better rea- 
ſon can be offered againſt the ſenſe argued 
for, than what is offered fort. 


HUS far we have heard what our Sa- 
viour hath ſaid touching the conti- 
nuance of little Children in the viſible 
Church under the Goſpel : Let us now hear 
what his Apoſtles ſay. In the firſt Sermon 
they. preached after they had received the 
Holy Ghoſt, St. Peter uſed this as a mo- 
tive to thoſe Jews who had Crucifed 
Chriſt, to repent and be baptized for re- 
miſſion of ſins ; for ſaith he, the promiſe 1s 
to you and to your Children, and to all that 
are afar off, even as many as the Lord our : 
God ſhall call, As 2. 38, 39. This clauſe,” 
even as many as the Lord our God ſhall 
call, ſhews that which I -have been pro- 
ving, towit, that the promiſe of ſpiritual 
Benefits or Priviledges, was not made to 
Abrabam's Seed meerly upon account of 
their relation to him according to the 
fleſh, but as they ſhall be his ſpiritual 
Children in deriving _— him the profeſ- 
{jon 
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ſion of the ſame Faith or Religion which 
was in Abraham. And ſo and upon theſe 
terms the promiſe was made to the Jews 
here ſpoken to as bad as they were, and to 
all afar off, whether Jews or Gentiles, up- 
on ſuppoſition of their being called, and 
not to them only, but to their Children al- 
Jo. Now I have ſhewed before, that the 
little Children in the Jewiſh Church,could 
not have been of it no more thai the Chil- 
dren of the Gentiles, but by being ſome 
way or other called to it, as they were, 
whom God put under the nurture of belie- 
vIng Parents, or Tutors, and upon thoſe 
terms the Gentiles Children might be of 
the Jewiſh Church tco, as the Children of 
the Strangers that were born 1n the Houſe 
of him that was a Jew, or bought with his 
Money, were. By this part of St. Peter's 
Sermon you may ſce, that under the Go- 
ſpel, the promiſe continued to all ſuch as 
vere called, both of Parents and Children, 
juſt as 1t was before ; I mean as to ſpiritual 
priviledges, The promiſe now 1s to as 
many bcth Parents and Children as God 
ſhall call, and it was no otherwiſe before. 
The Apoſtles words here run but accord- 
ing to the tenour of the promiſe of old, 
and according to what was enjoyed in Old- 
Teſtament times, both by Jews and Pro- 
ſ-]ytes. and their Children, The Proſe- 
lytes 
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Iytes from among the Gentiles upon their 
being called, were of old grafted into the 
ſtock of Iſrael, and their Children with them, 
and did partake of the root and fatneſs of the 
Olive-Tree, as the Apoſtle's phraſe is : that 
is, they were partakers of the ſame ſpiri- 
tual privileges as Abrabam's ſpiritual Seed 
were. Thus the Proſelytes were then, 
and the believing Gentiles under the Go- 
ſpel. were no more : They were but graft- 
ed into the ſame ſtock or Olive Tree, 7. e. 
into the ſame Church, Rom. 11.17. I lay 
into the ſame Church, for that continued 
{till, though not all the ſame Laws, and 
was conſtituted of Abraham's ſpiritual 
Secd, as before it had been. Which 
brings me to the next thing I would call 
you to the conſideration of. 

— When St. Paul, in Rom, 11. 20: ſpeak- 
ing of the unbclieving Jews, faith, becarnſe 
of unbelicf they were broken off, it doth ap- 
pear thereby, there was no diſcontinuance 
oft the Church by any change made by the 
Goſpel upon its firſt entrance. This 1s 
implyed when it's ſaid of ſome Jews that. 
they were broken off.For it was the Church, 
the ſame Church from which they were 
broken off, of which they were Branches 
or Members, until they were broken off. 
But then the Church it ſelf remained {till 
in being at that time when they as bran- 
D 2 che 
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ches were broken off, and after alſo, into 
which others were grafted. The caſe was 


plainly this. Before Chriſt's appearance 


inthe fleſh, —_— generally both better 
and worſe, profeſſed a belief in God's pro- 
miſe of ſending the Meſhas, and that he 
ſhould be of Abrabam's Seed, in which 
Seed all Nations were to be bleſſed. By 
profeſſion of which Faith, or this, and the 
Religion of Abraham otherwiſe, they were 
all externally Abraham's Spiritual Secd, 
and as they were his Spiritual Seed, they 
were the Church of God. When the pro- 
miſed Meſſhas was come, and the promiſe 
thereby fulfilled, and a new Revelation 
made touching his being come, and that 
Jeſus the Son of the Bleſſed Virgin was he: 
Some of them believed this, and ſo kept 
their ſtanding in the Church, in as much 
as by that belief they continued to be the 
Spiritual Seed of Abraham, as they were 
before by their former Faith, Whereas 
the other Jews who did not believe this, 
but oppoſed the profeſſion of it in thoſe 
that did, ceaſed thereby to be ſo much as 
nominally, or by profeſſion the ſpiritual 
Seed of Abraham, and ſo became broken 
off from the Church, being now his Seed, 
but after the Fleſh only. This which is 
indeed the plain truth, and eaſie to be un- 
aerſtood, is pornt-blank againſt your con- 
trary 
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trary Opinion and Afertion, on which 
you much build, touching the diſſolution 
of the Church which had been Jewiſh, 
when the Church as Chriſtian did. com- 
mence. The belief of a new Revelation, 
did not make a new Church, but the Church 
in being before, had thereby anew Illumi- 
nation, and their Faith changed into a Be- 
lief, that that now was done, which they 
believed before would be done. The 
Church conſidered as well before as after 
the entrance of theGoſpel into the World, 
is reſembled by one ſtanding Olive-Tree 
that had ſome branches broken off, -and 
others grafted in. 

And as the ſame Church continued un- 
der the Goſpel, which did exiſt, or was 
in being before, ſo the very ſame Church- 
members kept their place and ſtanding in 
it which were of it before, except ſuch as 
were broken off by unbelief. And if fo, 
then thoſe little Children which were of 
the Church immediately before their Pa- 
rents became Chriſtian, did not ceaſe to 
be ſo by their Parents hecoming ſuch, nor 
by any alteration which the Goſpel made. 
For if thoſe. who were broken off, were 
broken off by ynbelief, according to the 
Apoltle's expreſs Aſſertion ; Then unleſs 
thoſe little Children I ſpeak of, were gul- 
ty of unhelicf in themſelyes, or had it 
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imputed to them from their Parents, they 
could not be broken off, but ſtill kepttheir 
place and ſtanding in the Church of God. 
Bur guilty of unbelief by imputation of it 
from their Parents, they could not be, for 
they were Believers. Nor could they be 
any more guilty of it by any a& or omi{- 
ſion of their own, than they were while 
as Abraham's Spiritual Seed they were of 
the Church before. And therefore the only 
reaſon and cauſe of the diſ-churching of 
thoſe who were diſ-churched, not bein 
found in thoſe little Children, they coul 
not poſlibly be diſ-churched by any altera- 
tion which the Goſpel made. 

You may turther obſerve, how that ſuch 
expreſſions are uſed in the Holy Writings 
of the New Teſtament, as do denote the 
Children of believing Parents to be holy, 
to be ſeparated to God now as well as 
they were in Old-Teſtament times. "Thus 
when the Apoſtle ſpeaks of the Hebrew 
Chriſtians and their Secd, of which the 
Chriſtian Church was firſt. conſtituted as 
the firſt-fruits unto God, and how it was 
like to continue as the root or ſtock into 
which the believing Gentiles in part were 
alrezdy, and were further to be grafted, 
he faith thus in Rom. 11.16. If the firſt- 
fruits be holy, the lump 1s alſo boly, and if the 
”o0t be holy, ſo are the branches, In Old- 
Te- 
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Teſtament times if the root were holy, if 
the Parents Abraham's Spiritual Seed were 
holy, the branches, their little Children, 
were holy alſo, as coming under the fame 
denomination with their Parents. And we 
hereſee the Apoſtle allerts the ſame thing 
to be now, and to take place under the 
Goſpel-Diſpenſation. He doth not ſay in 
reference to times paſt, if the root were 
holy, ſo were the branches ; but with re- 
ference to the time preſent, if the root be 
holy, ſo are the branches. 

And as here St. Paul ſpeaks of the San- 
Aification of the Seed of the Hebrew Be- 
lievers, ſo elſewhere he aſlerts the ſanctifi- 
cation of the Children of the believing 
Gentiles, when he ſaith, The unbelieving 
husband is ſaattified by the Wife, and the un- 
believing wife 1s ſandifted by the husband : 
elſe were your Children unclean, but now are 
they holy, 1 Cor. 7.14. If we ſhould read 
this Text according to your interpretati- 
on of it thus ;) elſe were your Children 
Baſtards, but now they are Legitimate, we 
ſhould impoſe {uch a ienſe upon the Apo- 
ſtles words, as would repreſent him as 
ſpeaking untruly, For certainly the Clul- 
dren of Heathen Parents horn in lawful 
Wedlock, were no Baſtards, although the 
Parents were neither of them Believers, 
nor neither of them ſanctificd by Faith, or 
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by means of the faith of the other. Where- 
as the holineſs of the Children here ſpoken 
of, did dependupon the faith of one of the 


Parents : If one of them had not been*© 


{anctified by means of the faith of the 0- 
ther, their Children would have been un- 
clean, and yet not Baſtards neither, pro- 
vided the Parents were lawfully Married 
before cither of them believed. If then 
your interpretation be not the true ſenſe 
of the Text (and you ſee for what reaſon 
it cannot) then what can ſo reaſonably be 
afſigned for it, and ſo agreeably to the cur- 
rent tcnour of the Scriptures, as thoſe 
Childrens being ſeparated together with 
their Parents, from Heatheniſm to Chri- 
ſtianity, from Idols to God, from being 
without God and Chriſt in the World, to 
herelated to him as members of his Church, 
choſen and called out of the World, by 
which they became relatively bly, 

Unto all that hath been already ſaid, let 
:5 add in the laſt place, that little Chul- 
Gren together with thelr Fathers, are ex- 
prefly called Diſciples, Acts 15.10. Where 
it's faid, Why tempt ye God to put a yore Up 
9 the neck of the Diſciples, which neither we 
Yor cur Fathers were able to bear, That which 
15 here called a putting a yoke upon the 
neck of the Diſcaples, was the urging the 
neceſiry of profelyting the beheving ww 
T1ICS 
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tiles with their Children by Circumciſion, 
after the manner of Moſes, ver. 1, Now 
the manner of initiating Proſelytes of the 
Gentiles according to the Law of Moſes, 
wasto Circumciſe the Father and his Male 
Children too, if he had any, Exod. 12. 
And therefore the Children of the belie- 
ving Fathers as well as their Fathers them- 
ſelves, muſt needs be underſtood to be 
thoſe Diſciples upon whoſe Necks this 
yoke was endeavoured to be put. This 
being the plain and genuine ſenſe of this 
Text in all probability, I muſt needs fay 
it is but a faint putoff and weak evaſion to 
eſcape the force of the teſtimony given in 
this Text to the Diſcipleſhip of ſome In- 
fants, for you to alledge that it was the 
dottrine only of the falſe Teachers impoſed 
upon the Parents, and other grown per- 
ſons, who only, and not their Infants were 
able to underſtand it, that was the yoke, 
the only yoke that was endeavoured to be 
put upon the Neck of the Diſciples here, 
and that therefore they only mult be here 
meant by the Diſciples upon whoſe Neck 
the yoke was endeavoured to be put. For 
this Doctrine of falſe Teachers, was no 
further a yoke or burden, than as 1t re- 
ferred to the thing thereby urged to be 
practiſed, The yoke or burden which 
St, Peter a Jew nere ſaith; neither they _ 
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their Fathers were able to bear, was the 


pain they underwent .in being Circumci- | 


{ed, and the coſtly Sacrifices and other ex- 
ternal burdenſome obſervances which by 
the Law of Moſes was laid upon them : 

And this really, or Circumcilion which 
was 4 part of it, was the yoke or burden 
which the falſe Teachers would now have 
impoſed upon the believing Gentiles and 
their Children, as neceſlary to Salvation, 
And this was that which St. Paul alſo cal- 
led the yoke of bondage, wherewith he 
would not have the Believers mtangled a- 
gain, Gal. 5.1. Which did not conſiſt 
only in Doctrine : For he preſently by an 
inſtance ſhews what he meant by it, and 
wherein 1t did conſiſt, ſaying, ver. 2, Be- 
hold, I Paul ſay unto you, that if ye be cir- 
cumciſed, Chriſt ſhall profit you nothing, And 
the like he had done before, Chap. 4. 9. 
How turn ye again to the weak and beggerly 
elements, whereunto ye deſire again to be in 
bondage : in{tancing wherein in the next 
words: Te 9bſcrve days, aid months, and 
years. - This yoke of bondage then we ſee, 
did con!iift in more than meerly DoRrine. 
The Neck of the Diſciples muſt needs be 
the Neck of all thoſe who were to have 
born the yoke according to the Law of 
Moſes, it they had been obliged by it, as 
the falie Te: chers pretended they were: 
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| Andſuch were Children of eight days old, 
\ who among the reft were to have been 


brought under that yoke, had the falſe 
Teachers prevailed. To reſtrain then the 
ſenſe of the word yoke to Doctrine only, 


® when as the thing urged by that Doctrine, 
* was the yoke which the Children were as 
= much to hear as their Parents, is as I ſaid 
” but a weak evaſion. I deny not but that 
= adult perſons are primarily meant and in- 
= tended by Diſcipks in this place : Bur 


that they only were ſo with excluſion of 
little Children, 1s that which you will ne- 
ver be able to prove, fince it's certain - 
that the falſe Teachers did no leſs impoſe 
the burden of Circumciſion upon the Chil- 
dren than upon the Parents. Though it's 
true they began with theadult, and the di- 
ſpute lay between the adult and them : 
For they could not impoſe upon the Chil- 
dren, but by procuring the Parents to ac- 
cept of the impoſition, both for them- 
ſelves and for their Children. In that In- 
fants are not in an immediateand the moſt 
proper capacity to learn of Chriſt, makes 
you think, I ſuppoſe, that the Scripture 
ſhould not call them Diſciples : But that 
need not make it incredible to you, when 
you conſider what I have already ſhewed, 
and need not here repeat ; How that little ' 


Childrenin Scripture-account, areeſteem- 
ed 
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ed to be or to do this or that in a religious 
reſpea, when yet they are but firſt put 
into a way,, or but brought near a proper 
capacity of being or doing it ; when they 
are but placed in ſuch circumſtances as will 
iſſue there, and which makes it viſible to# 
Men that they willdo ſo. How elſe ſhould 7 
little Children be [tiled Believers, and be fl 
faid to do ſeveral other things every whit # © 
as remote from their capacity in the pro-#* F* 
pereſt ſenſe, as their learning of Chriſt is? P: 
I could ſhew, I think, by many inſtances int 
Scripture, that things are ſaid to be, or to © 
be done, when they are but viſible in their 2 
foundation or cauſe. _ 

Thus (to give you one inſtance) our Sa-} "' 
viour faid of the Family of Zacheus, This 
day is ſalvation come to this houſe, for as 
much as be alſo is the ſon of Abraham, Luk. 
I9. 9. The name of the effe&t is given to 
the viſible cauſe ; Salvation 1s ſaid then to 
be come to the Family of Zacheus, becauſe 
he himſelf being become a Son of Abra- 
bam, would in all probability be a means 
of bringing his Houſhold to be ſoo too. 
Beſides, 1n Scripture-account, as are the 
Parents, ſo are their little Children repu- 
ted to be. If the Parents are counted the 
ſeed of the bleſſed of the Lord, ſo are their off- 
ſpring with them, Iſa. 65. 23. Pſal. 37. 26. 
It they are called from the reſt of the 
World 
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put 4 World into a near relation to God, as his 
per © ſpecial or peculiar people, or to be his 
hey © Diſciples (which is but another name for 
vill # the ſame thing. I/a. 8. 16.) ſo were and 
to& are their Children with them. And in 
alq © ſome ſort they are accounted to do that in 
be ©: their ſomewhat remote religious Progent- 
hit tors (much more in their immediate Pa- 
0. rents) which they did. And thus Zevs 
is © paid tithes in Abraham, Heb. 7. 9. And 
- in & when our Saviour ſaid, whoſo ſhould re- 
tolf ceive one of thoſe little Children, he ſpoke 
eir& of, in his Name, would receive himſelf ; 
it is intimated that in doing ſo,they ſhould 
62.8 receive ſuch Child as ſpecially related to 
bi; him as Diſciples are, And to receive 
as them inhis'Name, and to receive them as 
1k, & his Diſciples, ſeem to be two words figni- 
tos fying but the ſame thing, as appears by 
to comparing Mark g. 41. with at. 10.42. 
iſe Where both expreſs the ſame thing in dif- 
-a-J ferent Phraſes. That which one callsa gi- 
neE ving to one a Cup of water in Chriſt's 
\o. 8 Name, becauſe be belongs to Chriſt, the other 
hel calls, a giving it to one in thename of a Di- 
n-8 ſeple. And to receive little Children 1n- 
he to the Church of Chriſt (which 1s one way 
ﬀe of receiving them in his Name) which 15 
6. his Family, 1s to receive them as Diſciples 
he or Scholars into his School, as deltgned by 
1a} him there to learn his Doctrine, which 
may 
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may well give them the denomination of 3 m 
his Diſciples. And the account which I} B 
have now given why little Children are} t! 
called Diſciples, may ſerve as reaſons alſoff} tt 
why they are ſaid to believe in Chriſt, rl 


Aving now heard what Doctrine ourſ$ ! 
{ Saviour himſelf and his Apoſtles af-% Cc 
ter |-1m have taught concerning the littley C\ 
Children of believing Parents, and in{& 3 
what viſible ſtate they ſtand in relation toff} V 
Chriſt and to his Church, 1 think you will V 
find little room. left for you {o much as but Þ 
once to imagine that the Goſpel when it | 
took place, put a period to the viſible 1 
Church-memberſhip of Iniants. f 
Let us now conſider from what hath] | 
been ſaid, in what capacity ſuch Infants} © 
ſtand in reference to Baptiſm. And can 4 
any Man, that doth conlider them, forbid 1 
water that theſe ſhould not be baptized * Ih < 
ſuch Infants are as much of the Church, | 
and as much .Abrabam's Spiritual Seed, as} 1 
ever Infants in the Old-Teſtament Church 
were, then they can be no more unca 
ble than they were of a ſolemn Admiſſi- 
on into the Church by the Ordinance of 
Initiation for the time being, as Baptiſm 
1s now , as Circumciſion was then. That 
which qualifies any for viſible Church- 
member- 
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{ memberſhip, certainly qualifies them for 
Baptiſm. All were baptized into one body 
that were of it, 1 Cor. 12. 13. And ſuch 
Infants can be no leſs capable of the Spi- 
ritual Ends of Baptiſm now, than they 
were of the Spiritual Ends of Circumci- 
. & fion then, which were, and which are, 
Our® much-what-the ſame. - And if it be ſo ac- 
af-Z ceptable a thing to Chriſt, for. us to re- 
tle ceive one ſuch little Child in his Name, 
in& as that he takes it as well as if we recei- 
tos ved Him, nay. takes himſelf to be recei- 
vill ved-in our fo receiving it (which could 
wtf not-well be if it were not a Member of 
| it his Body the Church) can you then think 
ple it a thing diſplealing to him to baptize 
.. & fuch in his Name, when as that 1s a facrcd 
th Rite appointed by him 1or a ſolemn re- 
its cciving ſuch in his Name into his Church 

an] as do belong to him, as doubtleſs ſuch 
df Infants do, or elſe they could not he re- 
If ceived in his Name? And when Chriſt 
hath given Commiſſion to diſciple all Na- 
as tions and baptize them; can you fanſie, 
ch} That the ſame Commiſſion implies a Pro- 
a-} hibition to baptize little Children, thongh 
li-& they are Diſciples 2 If little Children are 
of made Diſciples in their Parents being made 
m8 fo, and that in God's account, and by his 
at appointment, then to baptize them cer- 
h-& tainly cannot be a deviation from Chriſt's 
Commullion 
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Commiſſion to baptize Diſciples. And 
laſtly, if our Saviour hath ſaid it of' ſome 
little Children, that they believe in 
him, then the ſame Commiſhon which au- 
thoriſeth the baptizing of Believers, muſt 
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authorize the baptizing of them. The | 


Commiſſion is general to baptize Diſci- 


ples indefinitely, and therefore muſt needs | 


extend to all that are ſo, or that are Be- 
lievers, though but in the loweſt ſenſe. 
Theſe are no forced, or far-fetch'd Con- 
ſequences, but flow naturally from their 
Premiſes. 

And whereas the Scripture ſpeaks of 
Baptiſm, as the Sacrament of Regenerati- 
on or new Birth, which you make'as an 
Argument againſt the Adminiſtration of 
it to Infants, by reaſon of their Incapaci- 
ty for Regeneration : you ſhould contider, 
firſt, That Circumciſion was a Sacrament 
of Regeneration as well as Baptiſm is, 
and yet Infants were not uncapable of it 
upon any ſuch account. Circumciſion in 
the Letter was a ſign of Spiritual Circum- 
ciſion, of that made without hands, the 
Circumciſion of the Heart, and was a Seal 
of the Righteouſneſs of Faith. And what 
thing more Spiritual than this, is, I pray 
you, ſignified by Baptiſm ? Which conſi- 


dered, the Spirituality of Baptiſm, in Na-' 


ture or Uſe, is no more an Argument 


againſt 
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againſt Infants Capacity for Baptiſm, than 


the Spiritual Uſe of Circumcition was an 
Argument againſt that. And this is ſuffi- 
Cient to take off your Argument. 

But you may conſider yet farther, That 
Infants, even while ſuch, muſt needs be 
capable of Regeneration in one ſenſe or 
other ; unleſs you will fay, They are not. 
in a falvable ſtate, which yet you have 
not been wont to ſay ; or elſe, That un- 
regenerate Perſons may go to Heaven and 
be ſaved, contrary to that of ' onr Savi- 
our, Joh. 3.3. Except 4 man be born agam, 
he cannot ſee the Kingdom of God, ' And 
therefore you ſeem to be under a neceſlity 
of granting Infants to be capable of Re- 
generation in a ſenſe more or leſs proper. 
And if you think Regeneration moſt pro- 
perly and ſtrictly taken, to be incompe- 
tent to an Infant-State, as Regeneration 
ſignifies that new State into whietva Per- 
{on is brought by a Change in 'the. Frame 
and Temper of the Mind and Wall, and 
by a Regulation of the Motions and Ope- 
rations of the Soul, in reference'to their 
ſeveral Objects; then you muſt be con- 
ſtrained to accept of another ſenſe of Re- 
generation, and ſuch as 1s 'more compe- 
tent to an Infant-State ; unleſs, as I faid, 
you. will ſay, That Perſons may go to Hea- 
ven In an unregenerate State, Now there- 
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fore ſince the Word tranſlated 

 - Regeneration, according to the 
= pow Aſſertion of Learned Men, and 
19,28, the Reaſon and Nature of the 
thing it ſelf, doth properly 

ſignifie a new or ſecond ſtate, it follows, 
T hat if it can be proved, that Infants are 
brought into a new or ſecond State, or 
Capacity of being happy, other than what 
is natural to them, as deriving from Adam 
or their immediate Parents, which 1s cal- 
led a being born of blood ( John 1. 13.) 
then they may be ſaid to be in a regene- 
rate State. And that the whole Race of 
Adam are put into a new ſtate or capacity 
tor Happineſs, by the ſecond Adam, after 
they had loſt it by the firſt, until they 
fall into aQtual Rebellion againſt God by 
actual Sin in their own Perſons ( of which 
{ure they are in no danger while they are 
but in their Infant-ſtate) may, I concetve, 
be ſufficiently evinced from Roms. 5. 18. 
where the Apoſtle ſays, as by the offence of 
one, Tudgment came upon all men to condem- 
nation ; even ſo by the righteouſneſs of ont, the 
free gift came upon all men unto the juſtification 
of kife. And the ſame might be back'd by 
many other Scriptures. And it may well be 
that it was in reſpe& of this new State, 
into which little Children are brought by 
Chriſt the ſecond Adam, that our Saviour 
ſaid, 
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aid, Of ſuch 1s the Kingdom of God, Now 
ſo far as Baptiſm ſignifies our Communion, 
in.the Virtue of Chriſt's Death and Reſur- 
reftion, by which our State is changed, as 
well as our Conformity to it, by a moral 
Change in our Nature ;, there is in Infants, 
or conferred upon them, that Spiritual 
Grace which anſwers the vutward Sign in 
Baptiſm. And that ſuch a Change of Con- 
dition, as to be raiſed out of a State of 
Death into which we were brought for 7, 


| *Into a State of Life, by forgiveneſs of /n, 


by Virtue of Chriſt's Death and Reſurre- 
tion, is called a being quickned togerher 
with him, as well as that moral Change 


Which is made by Sanctification, 1s a thing 


which ſeems fairly to lie in thoſe Words, 
Coloſl. 2.13. And you being dead in your 
ſins , and the uncircumciſion of your fleſh, 
bath he quickened together with bim , ha- 
ving forgiven you all treſpaſſes And let 
me ſay this further, that it ſeems not im- 
proper, neither to ſay, That 'Infants are 
dead to ſin, to actual fin in their own Per- 
{ons, in as much as we cannot ſay, That 
luſt hath conceived in them, ſo as to bring 
forth ſn by any conſent of Will : though 


| It's true, they are not dead to it, as ha- 
ving mortified it, they having not yet, 


while Infants, contraQted any ill Habits to 
mortifie, So that as burying with Chritt 
E 2 In. 
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In Baptifm, ſignifies a Death unto ſin in | 


the Perſon baptized, there is in ſome ſort 
that in Infants which anſwers the outward 
ſign in Baptiſm in that reſpect alſo. Theſe 


things conſidered, you may well infer, | 


That if that new ſtate into which Infants * 


are brought, be, in' ſome reſpect, a new 
Birth, a Birth trom above, and ſuch as 
puts them into an'immediate Capacity for 


Salvation, as well as Regeneration, in the }_ 
common acceptation of 1t,, does the adult; x 
(and you ſee by what reaſon you are per- } 


{waded to believe it is) then you have as 


great, yea greater certainty of the rege- | 


nerate State of Infants, - in this ſenſe, than 
you have of the regenerate State of any 
adult-Perſons, in the other Notion of Re- 
generation ; and conſequently a more cer- 
tain Ground to baptize them, ſo far as 


Regeneration in a Perſon 1s a Reaſon or | 
Ground of baptizing him, than you have Þ 


to baptize the adult. 

Conſidering farther, That the Words 
of our Saviour's Commiſſion did run in 
general Terms to diſciple all Nations, and 
baptize them, hov7 can you think, T hat 
the Jews or the Apoſtles themſelves could 


— 
» Li 
_— vw 


underſtand otherwiſe thereby, than that 


the Children of the converted Gentiles 
and Jews too, ſhould,” with their Parents, 
be received as Proſelytes to the Chriſtian 
Religion, 
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I | Religion, and as ſuch baptized, unleſs they 


had had caution to the contrary, which if 
they had, there would have been no place 
for Controverſie in this Matter. The 
reaſon of- the unlikelihood of their Un- 
derſtanding otherwiſe, is taken from a 


"* Uſage among the Jews, by which they did 


initiate Proſelytes, both Fathers and Chil- 


* dren from among the Nations of the Gen- 


tiles, by baptizing as well as orcumciſing 
them. A thing which 15s para 1 6. 


| by the more Learned among your ſelves, 


and which you may find recited by ſeveral 


. of our Engliſh Authours,. out of the Wri- 


tings of the ancient Jewiſh Doctours, as 
by Dr. Hammond for one, in his Annota- 
tions upon Matt. 3. 1. John 3. 5- Seealſo 
Ainſworth on Gen, 17. 12. The reception 
of the Proſelytes into the Church in this 
way, the Jews eſtcemed a new birth + unto 
which our Saviour ſeems to refer in his 
Diſcourſe with Niwodemus, when he faid, 
Except a man be born again of water and of 
the ſpirit, he cannot enter into the Kingdom of 
God, Joh. 3, And when Nicodemus groſly 
miſ-underſtood our Saviour, and demand- 
ed, How can theſe things be 5 Our Saviour 
replied, and ſaid, Art thou a maſter in Iſrael, 
and knoweſt not theſe things ? As it he ſhould 
have ſaid, Is this any fuch ſtrange thing, 
which is {o like what is familiarly practi- 
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ſed among your ſelves ? This conſidered, 
they, by Chriſt's commanding them to | 
Diſciple or Proſelyte all Nations, wc 
zing them, could not well underſtand, but 


that they were now to go abroad into all | 


the World, to Proſelyte the Nations to 
Chriſtianity, and to entcr them in the 


Chriſtian Church, by Baptiſm, both Pa- ' 


rents and Children, like as now and then 
a Family of them had been formerly Pro- 
ſelyted to the Jews Religion, and received 
into their Church. And accordingly the 


recorded Inſtances in Scripture*, of Per- | q. 


{ons baptized that had Houſholds, makes 7 
it probable in conjunction with other Cir- Þ 
cumſtances, That when the Father, or # 
Chief of a Family was converted to Chri- | 
itianity, and baptized, his Houſhold was Þ 


baptized alſo, as It had been before pra- 


ctiied in the reception of Proſelytes. Of 


all thoſe in Scripture, who, by Name or 
perſonal Deſcription, args ſaid to have been 
baptized, there are but nine, ſo far as I re- 
member , beſides our Saviour : to wit, 
Simon Magus, the Eunuch, Saul called Paul, 
Cornelius, Lydia, the Jayler, Criſpus, Gai- 
us and Srephanus. The Eunuch had no 
Children, 'and was baptized upon the 
Road. Paul had none, not being marri- 
ed. Whether Simon had , or had any 
Aovſhold, 1s not ſaid, And whether Gaius 
 .ax 
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at that time had any Houſhold, when he 
was baptized, is uncertain. But the other 
five of the nine, who had Houſholds, their 
Houſholds came *nto the Church with 
them, by Baptiſm, as the Houſholds of 
the Proſelytes formerly had done. If then 
we may make a Judgment of what was 
uſually done, by ſo many Inſtances in 
Scripture, as w@have of what was done 
in this Caſe, we ſhall not want Rea- 
ſon to incline us to think , That when the 
Apoſtles did baptize any that had Houſe- 
holds, that 'it was their uſual Practice to 
baptize all thoſe alſo that were of their 
Houſholds, except ſuch as rejedGed the coun- 
ſel of God, againſt themſelves, and were not 
baptized, which little Children could not 
do. It was not without its Signification, 
That of old the great Promiſe of Grace 
to the World by the Jefhras, was made 
to Famihes, in thy ſeed ſhall all the fami- 
lies of the earth be bleſſed : as if God's de- 
lign ſignified thereby, was to bring the 
Nations of the World into the Church 
by Families, as the Event ſhews he hath 
done, for the moſt part, both before and 
{ince the Goſpel-diſpenſation. The Pro- 
ſelytes of the Gentiles of old, as well as 
the Jews, came in by. Families: and we 
ſee, by the Inſtances before-mentioned, 
That the Chriſtians came in by Families, 
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and were baptized by Families alſo, And ba! 
the Church hath been ſtock*'d by Families; Wh! 
and the Chrittian Religion tranſmitted ga 
down from Age to AgF, from Parents to [N1 


Children, and from Maſters to Servants, an 

It will ſcem the leſs ſtrange to you, Riſe 
That when the Father of the Family was ® ha 
converted to Chriſtianity, his Houſhold © ne 
was brought into the CAirch with him, . 7 CC 
if you conader upon how ſmall appear- = be 
2nce of becoming Chriſtians, adult Per- Þ P' 
ſons were baptized and received into the C 


Church in the Apoſtles days, and by them. n 
\Vhen we read 1n 1 Cor. 8.7, 11. That, 
*ach as nto that hour continued to eat of 
the Idol-ſacrifice with conſcience of the Idol, 
are yer called brethren, though weak Bre- 
thren indeed, you may eily gueſs upon 
ow little appear ance of Chriſtianity, Per- 
'22s were received into the Church ; and 
19 you may by the baptizing of Simon 
agus, and many others, that ſoon pro- 
ved great Scandals m the Church, by 
whom the way of Truth was evil ſpoken 
of, When, in the ſame hour of - tfie 
night in which St. Paul preached the Go- 
;pel to the Jayler and his Houſhold , they 
were all baptized, they did not long {tand 
C:ndidares for Church- memberſhip, nor 
ould attain to much Knowledze in the 
Cliriftian ReliCion into which they were 
bap- 
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baptized, No doubt but the door into 
the viſible Church is far wider than the 
gate of the Church as inviſible, and of the 
Kingdom of Heaven. I do not find that 
any were refuſed that were willing pre- 


© ſently to be baptized, how bad ſoever they 
® had been before or proved to be after, no 
” not Simon Magus himfſelf,than whom there 
* could hardly be a worſe. But thenit muſt 
= be remendred, that Diſcipline was ap- 
> pointed for the cure of Diſtempers in the 

| Church, and for the purging it of the 


notorious 4candalous members. 
Theſe things I have the rather men- 


tioned to render it the more proba- - * 


ble that _ little Children were baptized 
where whole Houſholds were baptized, 
when there were any ſuch in thoſe Hou- 
ſholds. For if adult and grown perſons 
were . baptized and received into the 
Church upon ſuch eafie terms as I have 
ſhewed they were : If they were bapti- 
zed when there was but any fair probabili- 
ty that they would own the Chriſtian 
Religion for the future, though but by ſo 
little appearance of ſuch a thing as was vi- 
ſible in ſome of them when they were bap- 
tized ; Then it 1s not unlikely .but that 
they might baptize ſome little Children 
alſo, concerning whom circumſtances con- 
idered, there was every whit as great a 
proba- 
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probability that they would own, profeſs, 
and aſſert the Chriſtian Religion for the 
future, as there was that their Parents 
would : In as much as Parents ſtill uſe to 
educate their Children in the ſame Religi- 
on which they themſelves profeſs. 

Unto all which let me add this further; 
That the Judaizing Chriſtians who con- 
tended with the believingGentiles for not 
obſerving the Law of Moſes in Circumciſt- 
on, Meats, and Days, never that we find 
quarrelled with them for not entering their 
Children into the Church, as by the Law 
of Moſes they were todo when they them- 
ſelves were received as Proſelytes, nor for 
not baptizing them according to the cu- 
ſtom of the Jews, both in reference to 
their own Children, and the Children of 
Proſelytes. Nor do we find that the un- 
believing Jews ever conteſted with them 
for any ſuch thing, though otherwiſe they 
were forward enough to lay hold of any 
thing they could to objet againſt them. 
All which ſtill renders it probable that 
there ws no ſuch thing wanting in the be- 
heving Gentiles, as might give either the 
Judaizing Chriſtians, or unbelieving Jews 
any occalion for ſuch a Quarrel, which 0- 
therwiſe we may well think would have 
riſen among them. 


But 
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But leaving theſe things, ſuppoſe it 
were granted you (which yet will not be) 
that the Scripture were wholly ſilent as to 
matter of fa& touching the baptizing of 
Infants in the, Apoſtles days ; yet when we 
find in Scripture ſufficient reaſon why they 
mightand ſhould have been then baptized, 
it may well induce belief that they then 
were and now may. We do not find as to 
matter of fat, that any of ſix of the ſe- 
ven Churches of 4/;a were baptized, nor 
of ſome other Churches of the Apoſtle's 
planting: but yet that's no good argument 
that there was none, fo long as there is 
ground enough to conclude that they ought 
to have been baptized, for that they were 
a part of that one univerſal Church that 
hath one baptiſm belonging to it for the ſo- 
lemn incorporation and initiation of all its 
Members, of all that are qualified for 
Church-memberſhip. We do not read in 
Scripture that the Jews baptized the Pro- 
ſelytes, both Fathers and Children, when 
they received them into the Church, and 
yet we are otherwiſe ſatisfied that they 
did. So that you ſee it can beno good ar- 
gument that Infants were not baptized in 
the Apoſtles days, though it ſhould be 
ſuppoſed and granted that we have no re- 
cord in Scripture that they were. I have 
told you before, that if this way of argu- 

| ng 


60 - A Friendly Addreſs 


ing were good, it would oppoſe and run 
down your” -own practice as much and 
more than'Infant-Baptiſm. Becauſe there 
is nothing at-all recorded in Scripture as to 
matter of :fa&t;, that gives the leaſt hint 
that any were baptized at Age, whoſe Pa- 
rents were Chriſtian at their birth. So 
that either the baptiſm of Children 1s re- 
corded in the recording of the baptiſm of 
Houſholds,” or.elſe the baptiſm of none is 
recorded 1a Scripture but of ſuch who 
unmediately before their being baptized, 
were”. converted from Judaiſm or Pagan- 
iſm: 1 mean as to* what was done after 
Chriſt's Reſurrection, This Argument 
from matter of fact I know hath taken 
much with people of weak minds, who 
cannot ſee afar off, as St. Peter ſpeaks in a- 
nother caſe, and hath furniſhed your Con- 
gregations with Proſelytes to your way ; 
but doth indeed wound your cauſe, and 
gratiheth none but Socinians in their op1- 
nion that none ought to be baptized but 
ſuch as are newly converted to Chriſtiani- 
ty from ancther Religion, 

And it is nota thing to be ſlighted in 
reference to this matter of fact, That Au- 
thors of good credit in the antient Church, 
who lived in times not far diſtant from 
the Age in which the Apoſtles or one of 
them hved, did aſſert Infant-Baptiſm-to be 
an 


YV'% T7; 
m -—_ 


tothe Nou-Confoumiſts, ' 1 


an Apoſtolical Tradition, and to have been 
received from them and praftiſed in the 
Church from their times downwards, as 
many Books before you have made it. ap- 
pear. And that which yet adds the more 
credit to their teſtimony is, in that” they 
were never contradicted in this their re- 
port and teſtimony by any that liveg inthe 
{ame Age with them or near toit, no not 
by Tertullian himſelf, though otherwiſe in 
reference to his opinion, of all ſin paſt be- 
ing waſh'd away by Baptiſm, he would 
have had it deferred, except in caſe of 
danger of death in Infants, not only till 
perſons were paſt Child-hood, but till af- 
ter Marriage and the heat of youth was 
over, if not till old age or towards the 
time of death. Neither could ever any 
Advocate of your cauſe, ſo far as I can 
learn, give any account ſhort of the Apo- 
{tles times, of the firſt riſe of [nfant-Bap- 
tiſm. 

But not example in matter of fact, but 
the reaſon-and ground on which they ſtand - 
or do depend, 1s our rule. And therefore 
the reaſon and ground from Scripture why 
ſome Infants may be baptized, I reckon 1s 
more to be attended to than the evidence 
of fact. And theſe I have laid before you 
already and ſhewed : That the reaſon of 
allowing the viſible Curch-manbrny of 

, ome 


: | bo © ig 
 W, 
—Ww [, "BR Le ac 
3 "4 - 
- 


62 A Friendly Addzeſs 


ſome Infants, is the ſame now as it was in 
Old-Teſtament times ; ſuch as is God's 
chuſing them to it, ſanctifying and ſetting 
them apart for it, and calling them to ir, 
That God's gift in granting this privilege 
in the days of the Patriarchs, and his cal- 
ling them to it, is without repentance and 
unrepgaled. That they are as much qua- 
lifted tor the Church-initiating Ordinance 
now as ever heretofore, and as capable of 
the ends thereof. That our Saviour hath 
owned their ſpecial relation to him by ap- 
pointing them to he received in his Name. 
Thar he hath acknowledged them to be of 
the number of thoſe that believe in him. 
And that our Saviour and his Apoſtle hath 
put them into the number of Diſciples. 
That they are in a ſenſe in a regenerate 
ſtate. All which. together, plainly ſhow 
them to be qualified for Baptiſm, accord- 
ing to the very Letter of Chriſt's Com- 
miſſion. And if there be ſubſtance in theſe 
Reaſons, as I doub#not but there 1s, Then 
Infant-Baptiſm is far from beigg a Nulkty., 
And whatever I have ſaid heretofore in 
times long ſince, contrary to the tenour 
of theſe reaſons, I hereby revoke, and do 
think I have, given you ſufficient reaſon for 


my ſo doing, and for every one of you to 
do ſo likewiſe. 


Confi- 
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Conſidering then what lies in your way, 
you will find it a difficult task to fatisfie 
your ſelves (or to give others any tolera- 
ble account that you can ſatisfhe your ſelves) 
that Infant-Baptiſm is a-Nulkty, And it 
is ſo much the more unreaſonable for you 
to think that it is, when yet thoſe who 
have been baptized in their Infancy, do 
agree with you in the Doctrine of Baptiſm 
touching the nature and neceſſity of it, and 
the reaſons and ends of it ; and hold them- 
ſelves as much obliged by it, as you do by 
yours : and the ſincere of them do as well 
and as much perform their obligation, as 
thoſe among you do who are {incere. 1 

A N Dif theſe things be To as I have 

| endeavoured to repreſent themfrom 
the Scriptures ; and if Infant-Baptiſm be 
indeed no Nullity : Then ſo many of you 
muſt needs be under a dangerous miſtake, 
- and guilty of the odious {in of Schiſm,who 
think it a ſufficient ground to ſeparate 
- from Chriſtian Congregations, for that 
- they have not been otherwiſe baptized 
than in their Infancy, and which deny 
. Church-Communion with them to be law- 
- ful for that reaſon, and prattiſe upon it 
- accordingly. For this is a Cauſleſs and 


 unwarrantable rent and breach made in the 
body 
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body of Chriſt the univerſal Church : which 
is Schiſm in the formality of it. Nay it is 
Schiſm of a higher nature than ordinary. 
The Schiſm. in the Church of Corinth, and 
the like in other Churches, which was ſo 
much condemned in the Apoſtles Epiſtles, 
as that ſcarce any thing was more, was but 
a proud, uncharitable, and unpeaceable 
Faction, and ſiding in a particular Church, 
which did not proceed fo high as to ſepa- 
ration of one part of the Church from the 
other in Publick Worſhip, and Church- 
Communion. - Nor was ſuch a thing at all 
practiſed then by any Chriſtians, upon any 
on, though there were great difor- 
among them, but only by ſuch as 


St. Jude ſaith, were ſenſual, not bawing the 


ſpirit, ver. 19. 

And if Schiſm was ſo highly condemn- 
ed when it never roſe to that height among 
Chriſtiansas to deny Communion one with 
another in the Publick Worſhip to be law- 
ful : What can we think of ſuch a Schiſm 
then as for you without cauſe to deny the 
lawfulneſs of holding Communion with 
almoſt all the Churches of Chriſt in the 
World (except thoſe few Congregations 
which have been rebaptized) and to pra- 
Qiſe. accordingly ; not to mentiori your 
cenſuring them to be no true Churches, 
nor any member of them properly a Chri- 
ſtian, 
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ſtian, but People of the World ? If the 
little Schiſms in the Church which never 
proceeded to ſeparation, were thought ot 
{fuch ill conſequence by the Apoſtles, -as 
that they laboured hardly in any thing 
more in their Epiſtles, than to prevent 
and {ſuppreſs them : Then certainly zuch a 
Schiſm as yours, cannot in reaſon Hut be 
of as much more a criminal nature, and 
of ſo much worſe conſequence, as th2 un- 
churching of almoſt all Chriſtian Churches 
in the World, is worſe than thoſe lefler 
Diviſions in the Church were ; notwith- 
ſtanding which they kept on foot their 
Communion in the ſolemn Worſhip. The 
Schiſn which conſiſted in ſeparation we 
ſce was perpetrated by none then but thoſe 
vile Gnoſticks, who though they pretend- 
ed to more knowledge and perfection than 
was in them they withdrew from, yet ſuch 
was the opinion the Apoſtles had of them 
and their ſeparation, as that they were not 
afraid to ſay, they were ſenſual, not having 
the ſpirit, Which I note, not as judging, 
you to be as bad Men as -thoſe Gnoſticks 
were, (ſetting aſide your Schiſm) but to 
put you in mind that notwithſtanding the 
great diſorders that were in thoie Churches, 
and the want of the due exerciſe of Diſci- 
pline in the Church of Corimth, and ſeve- 
ral of the ſeven Churches of A/za, yet no 

F good 
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good Chriſtians then ever attempted to 
ered ſeparate Communities for reforma- 
tion ſake, much leſs were ever encouraged 
ſo to do by the Apoſtles, but the quite 
contrary. 

Now if the Apoſtles had ſuch a deep 
ſenſe of the miſchievous nature and effects 
of Schiſm, as put them upon ſuch ſtrenu- 
ous endeavours to prevent or ſuppreſs it, 
as we find they uſed : Methinks this ſhould 
awaken you to reflect upon your ſelves and 
what you havedone by your ſeparation, in 
making ſuch a rent as you have done in the 
Church of God, and what the effedts of it 
have been. | 

I know you cannot be without all ſenſe 
of what {4d effe&ts our Church-Diviſions 
have produced ; Such as is the expoſing of 
our holy Religion, to the ſcorn and con- 
tempr of Atheiſts, Infidels, and Papilts, 
and the tempting, of thoſe to become ſuch 
which were not 1o before : And ſuch as 1s 
the diſcompoſing, unſetling, and con- 
tounding the mindsof many well-meaning, 
and well-deſigning, but injudicious peo- 
ple, to the betraying them into the hands 
of Seducers, who have made their advan- | 
tage of our Diviſions : And ſuch as 1s the 
diverting of Mens minds trom the ſerious 
conſideration, ſtudy, and practice of the 
welghtier matters of Religion, and the 
engaging 
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engaging them in contentious Janglings, 
and uncharitable Cenſurings and Revilings, 
to the deſtruction of true Chriſtian Cha- 
rity and Piety, and the placing Religion 
much in opinion, and in being of a diffe- 
"rent form and'party ; and ſuch as is the 
expoſing of us all to the danger of the 
breaking in of Popery, by ſtrengthening 
their hznds who are of that way, and by 
weakening our own, and by incouraging 
them in hopes of prevailing at laſt to pra- 
ctiſe upon us, and by all their Arts to im- 
prove the advantage we have put mtotheir 
hands by our Divitons and Diſtractions. 
You cannot be ignorant how many have 
taken their way to Quaker:ſm and Scepticiſm 
through your Congregations ; like wan- 
dering ſtars, having firſt left the Parochial 
Aſſemblies, have promiſed themſelves this 
and that ſatisfaction, firſt in one new form 
and then in another, until they have run 
themſelves out of breath, and at laſt quite 

loſt themſelves, and ſeldom returning, 
And if upon review and examination 
you find, as doubtleſs you may, that your 
ſeparation, which with the ſeparation of 
others, hath brought forth ſuch bitter 
fruit, hath proceeded on miſtaken grounds, 
and been undertaken without any juſt 
cauſe : What work then will here be for 
repentance, that ever you have been ac- 
F 2 ceſlary 


68 A Friendly Add2eſs 


ceſſary to ſuch miſchiefs as thoſe before- 
mentioned are, and what need is therefor 
you that are Leaders, to ſound a retreat to 
your followers ! I can aſſure you it hath 
been matter of no ſmall humbling to ſome, 
when they have perceived the bad effects 
of ſuch ſeparation, that ever they had their 
hands in it : The ſenſe of which bad ef- 
fects alſo, firſt put them upon ſuch a ſeri- 
ous review of the grounds on which they 
firſt ſet out in it, as by means whereof 
they came to diſcover the weakneſs and 
unſoundneſs of thoſe grounds. And as 
what I have herein done to help you to a 
ſight of your miſtake, is intended as a real 
ſervice to you ; ſo I ought to preſume that 
it cannot but be judged to be fo by ſuch as 
are ſincere lovers of truth, it they canre- 


cerve thereby any ſuch benefit as 1s deſign- 


ed them by it. 


And if any ſha!l receive conviction, and 


yet ior their reputation ſake among their 
Party. and for fear of the reproach of 
iriconitancy, ſhall {till perſiſt in their way 
contrary to the conviction of their own 
mind ; let them coniider, that fuch wall 
hardly be able to buy the truth with the 
price of Liberty, Eſtate, or Life, that are 
fcared trom a publick owning of it, by the 
corrupt breath of ſuch injudiciousand hea- 


ay perſons, which cannot excuſe them by 


anſwering 
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anſwering for them to God, to whom e- 
very one muſt give an account for himſelf. 
Let it be remembred, who and what they 
were who believed on Chriſt, and yet would 
not confeſs that they did, becauſe they loved 
the praiſe of men, of their own party, more 
than-the praiſe of God, Joh. 12. 42; 4.3: and 
who they were that could not believe,becauſe 
they ſought honour one of another, and not the 
bonour that comes from God only, John 5.44. 
[ the rather mention theſe things to youy 
becauſe I know 1n part how ſtrong a tem- 
ptation of this nature is, and how hard to 
be overcome, But let it be conſidered, 
that 1t is not counted a diſparagement to 
any Man that he is not infallible, when as 
it 1s truly diſhonourablefor any to carry it 
as confidently as if he were, when almoſt 
all knowing and good Men in the World, 
are of another mind. It 1s in the Judg- 
ment of the wiſeſt, truly commendable 
and pralſe-worthy, for a Man to acknow- 
ledge and retract his error when he is con- 
vinced of it. If this ſhould not be admit- 
ted, what place is left for Men to grow in 
knowledge, or to perfect that which is 
lacking in their repentance, which is not 
done without a change of mind ? There 
are few Men that arrive at any great wiſ- 
dom, but have found occaſion to alter 
their opinion in many things, 

F 2 There 
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HERE is another principle of Separa- 
tion beſides this of Infant-Baptiſm, 
which is common both to you and thoſe of 
the Congregational way - And though you 
differ in the former, yet in this you are 
one. This principle of ſeparation contiſts 
inan opinion, that none are to be held Com- 
munion with in Church-fellewſhip, who are not 
in the Tudgment of the Church ſavingly called 
#nd ſavingly ſanttified : which you and they 
call a Judgment of Charity or of diſcretion, 
This1s an opinion, and the practilting upon 
It a thing plainly contradicted by the Te- 
ſtimony of the Scriptures, - both in the 
Old-Teſtament and the New. This I have 
ſhewed already 13 this diſcourſe, And to 
what I have already faid, I ſhall add one 
or two things more. The one 1s, that 
1ercin you and they take upon you to judge 
In mattcrs, wherein you neither are nor 
can be competent Judges. He that judg- 
eth a Man to have faving Grace or not to 
have it, muſt paſs a Judgment of what is 
in the heart, and not of his ontward acti- 
ons only, And this is the Prerogafive of 
God only, who as the Scripture faith, only 
knows. the bearts of the Children of men, 
1 Kings 8. 39. and therefore may not be 
uſurped by Men. It's true indeed we may 
and muſt judge the beſt of Men _ a 
Juage 
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judgment of Charity ſo far as there is any 
ground to hope well of them in reference 
to their ſtate Godward ; but we muſt not 
take upon us to judge in the Negative, a- 
gainſt Men in the worſe ſenſe ; that is,that 
they have no ſaving Grace, or which is the 
ſame, that they arein a damnable conditi- 
on, except they have thoſe black Charaq- 
ers on them, for which the Scripture ex- 
preſly excludes them from having any inhe- 
ritance in the Kingdom of God and of Chriſt, 
ſuch as are enumerated in 1 Cox. 6. 9, 10. 
Gal. 5. 19, 20, 21, We may judge of 
Mens declared Principles and Actions in 
order to their reception to, or rejection, 
or at leaſt ſuſpenſion from the Communion 
of the Church; when we may not judge of 
their ſtate Fodward, A Man may be ſo 
ſcandalous as for which to be deprived of 
Communion with the Church, when yet 
we may-not judge that Man to have no 
Grace. If any man »bey not our word by thts 
Epiſtle, note that man, and haveno company 
with him, that he may be aſhamed. Tet count 
him aot as an enemy, but admoniſh him as a - 
brother, 2 Thell. 3. 14, 15. The reaſon 
of all which T1 have ſignified already, 
which is, becauſe we are incompetent 
Judges in this, at leaſt unleſs they are 
monſtrouſly wicked perſons. The part- 
ing difference between the lowelt degree of 
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lving” grace, and that which is but com- 
mon grace is ſo little, and to the wiſeſt of 
Men ſo nndiſcernable, that it 1s impoſlible 
bu: that they will be in great danger of 
judging them to have no ſaving grace that 
have, who fit in Judgment upon that mat- 
ter : Yea, and of depriving them alſo of 
thoſe Church-Privileges which according 
to y.:ur own tenent they have a right to, 
having ſaving grace. And thus, in going 
about to weed out the Tares, you will root 
up the wheat alſo, contrary to the mind of 
our Maſter, Mat. 13. 29, When our Sa- 
viour ſaith, judge not that ye be not judged, 
Matt. 7. 1. as he would not have us ſevere 
in judging other Mens words and actions, 
or Intentions, ſo much leſs their ſtate and 
ſtanding before God. Who art thou that 
judgeſt another man's Servant ? to his own 
aſter be ſtandeth or falleth, Rom. 14. 4. 
And again, who art thou that judgeſt another, 
fam. 4. 12. St. Paul ſaith of him that 15a 
jew, not outwardly but inwarcly, and 
whoſe Circumciſion 1s not outward 1n the 
fieſh, but inwardly in the heart, That hs 
Praiſe or approbation 18 not of men but of God : 
it 1s not of men deci/xyely or determinate- 
7, but of God only who knoweth the 
heart. And if it be not of Men, then Men 
thould not attempt it or undertake 1t, Rom, 
2.28, 29, That's one thing. 
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Another which reſpe&s thoſe of the 
Congregational way chiefly, 1s this: That 
their practice in purſuance of their princi- 
ple aforeſaid, 1s contrary to the conſtant 
practice of the Apoſtles. and Primitive 
Chriſtians, ' We donot find, that they re- 
fuſed any adult perſons Communion with 
them in the Supper of the Lord, who had 
been received into the Univerſal Church 
by Baptiſm, but only in caſe of bezng or- 
derly procecded againſt ina way of Church 
cenſure for notorious ſcandalous offences : 
But that ſuch as were baptized continued ſted- 
faſtly in the Apoſtles dyirine, and in break- 
ing of bread and prayer,” ACS 2. 41, 42. 
And the Proſelyte ſtrangers of old who 
were Circumciſed, were by God's appoint- 
ment admitted to the ſame Church-privi- 
leges as the Jews were, Exod. 12. 49. 
Whereas thoſe of the Congregational way, 
though they baptize their Children, yet 
refuſe them Church-Communion when 
they are grown, if they have any ſtrong 
ſuſpicion that they have no faving 
grace, - althongh they never came un- 
der Church-Cenfure for notorious ſcanda- 
lous offences. Which 1s an arbitrary and 
unſcriptural way of proceeding, and ſo 
much the worſe in them who ſcruple 
ſome things becauſe not commanded in 
Scripture, though they be not forbidden. 
50 
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So that their foreſaid principle of ſepara- 
tion in Conjunction with their practice of 
baptizing their Children, renders them 
inconſiſtent in their way, and their way 
contradictious in it ſelf. 

There are further great inconveniences, 
to ſay no worſe, attending this practice of 
theirs, | 


Firſt, They have hereby prepared a 
way to Anabaptiſm, and give occalion for 
many to take their way to that through 
their Congregations, as taking a degree to- 
wards it there. For when ſome have per- 
ceived the inteffcrings that are in their 
way 1n baptizing perſons into the Univer- 
{al Church, and yet not to receive them 
into their particular Churches, nor per- 
mitting them Communion with them 
therein when come to Age, notwith- 
ſtanding their profeſſion of the Chriſtian 
Religion, but upon a new account of ſpe- 
cial grace ; they have been thereby drawn 
to think the Anabaptiſts more true to their 
Principles than they, and that then the 
baptizing of perſons may be as well defer- 
red till they have ſpecial grace, as their 
particular Church-memberſhip may, and 
{0 upon that account among others, have 
gone over to them. | 


\. 


Secondly, 
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Secondly, Hereby ſome who may have 
no ſaving grace, are in great danger of 


I. being betrayed into ſelf-flattery, and into 


a being confident that they have, becauſe 
ſo gvod and knowing a Congregation as 
they efteem ſuch a Church to be, hath 
judged that they have ; and fo reſt ſecure 
in an unſafe condition. Which made ſe- 
veral of the New-England Miniſters, after 
their long experience of the eftects of this 
way, at laſt in their joint anſwer to 
Mr. Dawvenport's Apologetical” Preface, p.43, 
4.4. to ſay thus : Indeed when men confound 
theſe two, and do tie viſuble Church-member- 
ſhip unto ſuch conditions and qualifications, as 


4 are enough to ſalvation © this may tend to har- 


den men and to make them conceit, that if 
they be got into the Church, they are ſure of 
Heaven ; when as alas it may be they are far 
from it. 


Thirdly, A guiltineſs of a great Schiſm 
in the Church, and conſequently of the 
many fad effe&ts of it, ſome of which T 
have mentioned before. If the ſeparation 
built upon the principle under conlidera- 
tion, had been matter of duty by vertue 
of that principle, they that have engaged 
in it would not have been accountable for 
the evilsconſequent upon it, no more = 
ney 
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they were of ſetting Father againſt Son, 
and Son againſt Father, Mother againſt 
Daughter, and Daughter againſt Mother, 
by preaching the Goſpel, Zuk. 12. 53. But 
whoſoever hath undertaken a ſeparation 
trom, though but part of the Church, up- 

on inſufficient grounds and miſtaken prin- 
ciples, muſt be accountable for the 111 et- 


tects and conſequences of it, until they re- - 


pent and leave off,as well as for the Schiſm 
it ſelf which cauſed them. But nowl have 
already repreſented to you, why a Judg- 
ment in the Church that perſons have not 
ſaving grace, cannot be the rule of non- 
admiſſion of them to particular Church- 
Communion, ſuppoſing them to have been 


baptized into the Church Univerſal : and \ 


I have ſhewed likewiſe how that 1n the ac- 
count of Scripture, ſuch have been viſible 
Church-members, and externally related 
to God and to Chriſt, and called by his 
Name, and denominated Saints, upon a- 
nother account than that of ſaving grace 
or internal holineſs, - Which if truly re- 
preſented, then it cannot be matter of 
duty but the contrary, to ground a ſepa- 
ration from ſuch Congregations as are con- 
{ſtituted upon other terms, and becauſe 
they are ſo. 


In that thoſe of the Churches mentio- ' 


ned in Scripture have been ſtiled Saints, It 
iS 
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15 no argument why none are to be admit- 
ted to Church-fellowſhip but ſuch as are 
Saints in a ſaving ſenſe, though this prin- 
ciple of ſeparation I now ſpeak of, is wont 
to be grounded on that. For ſome in thoſe 
Churches which were not Saints in that 
ſenſe, were yet ſtiled Saints from their 
being ſeparated and ſet apart to own and 
profeſs the worſhipping of the moſt holy 
God only, and to be of his holy Religion, 
as I have ſhewed both in this diſcourſe and 
elſewhere more at large. Saints then was 
the common appellation of thoſe that pro- ' 
teſt the Chriſtian Religion, as Chriſtian is 
now : And was not then uſed to diſcrimi- 
nate the ſincere from the unſound Chriſti- 
ans, as It is now, This was a device of a 
later date, and is too like that of the 
Church of Rome which does appropriate 
the honour of being Saints unto ſuch only 
as they eſteem to have been eminently 
Religious. The concluſion then is, thac if 
the ſeparation of theſe Friends with that 
of your own, be unaccountable from the 
Scriptures, then they and you mult needs 
be accountable for it, as an unlawful and 
naughty Schiſm, and for the many evils 
produced by it, until pardon be obtained 
by repentance, which none can promiſe 
themſelves, but npon reformation. 


THE 
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HE laſt thing I ſhall obſerve from the 
F foregoing Diſcourſe, 1s, that it doth 
afford us a ſubſtantial ground for National 
Churches; That is, 1t affords us ground to 
conclude, that the whole body of a Nation 
who arc baptized into the Univerſal 
Chvrch, and that profeſs God's true Reli- 
£10n, arc in that reſpett ſubjed# matter of a 
Church; though this is indeed a thing 
which lies croſs to your thoughts, and 
which you are wont to oppoſe with ſome 
indignation, The whole body of the Na- 
tion of the Jews, as was . ſhewed before, 
were by God's Call and their - Profeſſion, 
Abraham's Spiritual Seed, and as ſuch 
were Church matter, and a Church morga- 
nically conſidered. And for the ſame rea- 
ſon if the whole body of a Nation now by 
God's Call and their Profeſſion of the true 
Religion, become Abrabam's Spiritual 
Seed in a ſenſe, they muſt needs be as 
well National Church matter, as the Na- 
tion of the Jews were. 

Now that other Nations which have 
profeſt God's true Religion, have thereby 
become Abrabam's Spiritual Sced in a large 
ſenſe as well as the Nation of the Jews ever 
were, we have good reaſon to believe, not 
only trom the nature of the thing it ſelf, 
but alſo from the Scriptures. The Lord 
ſaid 
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ſaid unto Abraham, My Covenant is with 
thee, and thou ſhalt be a father of many Na- 
tions : a father of many Nations have I made 
thee, Gen. 17. 4, 5- Which is not to be 
underſtood in a reſtrained ſenſe, of his be- 
ing a Father of many Nations, by natural 
generation only, but alſo if not only of his 
being a ſpiritual father of many Nations, 
who were to detive their being, and what 
they ſhould be in a ſpiritual or religious 
capacity, from him from whom the true 
ſaving doctrine hath been ſince propaga- 
ted ; firſt, to the Nation of the Jews, and 
then to the Nations of the Gentiles. And 
thus St. Paul interprets the aforeſaid pro- 
miſe of God to Abraham, Rom. 4. 16, 17, 
----That the promiſe might he ſure to all the 
ſeed,not to that only which is of the law, but to 
that alſo which 15 of the faith of Abraham, who 
5 the father of us all, as it 15 written, I have 
made thee a father of many Nations, Now 
if Abraham be, hath been, and ſhall be, a 
{ſpiritual Father of «» many Nations, then 
many Nations muſt needs be his ſpiritual 
Children : For Father and Children are 
corelatives, and in what ſenſe the one 1s a 
Father, the other muſt be his Children. 
And when St. Paul ſaith, if ye be Chriſt's, 
then are ye Abraham's ſeed (Gal. 3. 29.) 1s 
true of all that are ſo, and in the fame 
ſenſe in which Men are Chriſt's, in that 
ſenſe 
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ſenſe they are Abraham's Seed, whether it 
be by profeſſion only, or by a ſound Faith 
alſo. 

And in correſpondence to all this, the 
Kingdoms of this World are ſaid to become the 
Kingdoms of the Lord and of bus Chriſt. 
Which muſt he underſtood of their becom- 
ingProfeſlors of thgGoſpel of Chriſt or the 
Chriſtian Religion, Revel. 11. 15. And 
this hath come to paſs according as was 
foretold by the Prophets as well as to 4- 
brabam himſelf. To inſtance in one in- 
ſtead of many, Zech. 2. 11. any Nations 
ſhall be joined to the Lord in that day, and 
ſhall be my people. As the Nation of the 
Jews were Nationally God's People, and 
God was the God of Iſrael; fo here it's 
foretold, that many Nations nationally 
ſhould be joined to him and be his People 
alſo, and conſequently he muſt be the God 
of choſe Nations inthe ſame ſenſe in which 
they are his people. 

Thus far the matter is ſo evident, that 
* one would think, That nothing but an in- 
veterate Prejudice and Prepoſſeſſion of a 
contrary Opinion, unduly taken up, and 
an Averſene(s to confeſs your ſelves to 
have been miſtaken , ſhould hinder you 
from accepting of a Conviction 1n this 
Matter, and of yielding up your Judge- 
ments as conquered by the Truth. To 
proceed 
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proceed ' they... yet farther : If Nations, 
profeſling ,the..trve Religion, are, in a 
more general ſenſe,) Abrabam”s Spiritual 

Seed, , and a People joined to the Lord, ſo 
as.to be his'People, Then it. is, as well the 
Duty of. the People, of ſuch Nations, to. 
aſſociate and knit. together an - Chriſtian 
Congregations ,,. for publick. Worſhip in. 
the, Places where they reſide, as it was for 
the, Primitive Chriſtians, who lived in 
Rome, in Corinth, in Cenchrea. by. Corinth, 
&c, to allociate as they mr Þ in the ſame 
places for the ſame end ;. and accordingly 
thoſe Churches were called by the Names 
of . the places where they did. relide. - And 
our Parochial Diſtribution is. no more a” 
Cauſe of Quarrel,, than that : was, That 
the Church of Corinth, and the Church of 
Cenchrea were diſtin& upon the only ac- 
count,, That the Members of each lived in 
diſtinct places../ : And as the Diſtribution 
of the whole Nation of Profeſſors of Chri- 
ſtianity into particular Parochial Aſſem- 
blies, beſt anſwers. the Primitive Pattern, 
ſo it beſt anſwers the ends of Church- Aſſo- 
clation, ſuch as are the watching over, con- 
ferring o with, admoniſhing, ex orting,and 
comforting one another,and the aſſembling 
together for, publick Worſhip. 

And when the Chriſtians :in a- Nation, 
are Fwy diſpoſed of = Congregations, 


m 
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in places where they live, weak and ſtrong 
together, it is mo ways —_— to' pri- 
mitive Pratice, not to the general Ends 
of Church»-Aſſociation, nor to the com- 
mon good of particular Churches, or of 
the whole Body of Chriſtians in a Nati- 
on, for the ſtronger, the wiſer, the bet- 
ter, the more ſpiritual in thoſe Pariſh- 
Churches, to withdraw themſelves from 
the more ignorant , weak, and carnal 
Chriſtians, refiding in the ſame place with 
them, into diſtin& and ſeparate Commu- 
nities, ſo long as they can hold Communi- 
on with thein; without ſrmning in fo do- 
ing. This the Primitive Chriſtians did 
not : and if no ſich thing had been done 
in our Nation ; - the Church of God. az 
mongſt us, would, doubtleſs, have been 
in no ſich bad Circumſtances, as now 
It 1s, | 

As God hath placed in the natural Bod 

Members, ſome tmore neceſſary and'uſeful 
than others, to be helpful and ſerviceable 
to the meaner, more helpleſs and lefs uſe- 
ful, for the good of the whole Body * {6 
It is in Eccleſiaſtical. Bodies. God; ſaith 
St. Paul, bath tempered the body together, 
havins given more abundant honour to 
that part which lacked ; that thete ſhotld 
be #0. Schiſm in the body ,, 1 Cor. 12. 24, 


248; That there .ſhould be no Schiſm in. 


the 


'. 
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the Body : as, to be ſure, there will and 
needs muſt, when that part is moſt neg- 
teted which lacketh moſt Care and Pains, 
and withdrawn from as if it were no part 
of the Body. This becomes a ſore Tem- 
tation to thoſe who are deſpiſed, to ſet 
againſt thoſe who deſpiſe them, and that 
again tempts them on the other ſide, to 
oppoſe their Oppoſers, and ſo the Breach 
grows wider and wider, and ſpreads it 
ſelf through the whole Body of a Nati- 
on. And as the withdrawing live Coals 
from thoſe that are but a little kindled, is 
the way to put out the fire; ſo is the 
withdrawing of the better Cheiſtians from 
the worſe, not in a way of Church-Diſci- 
pline, but into diſtin& Bodies, the diret 
way to ruine the Church, and to extin- 
guiſh the Life and heat of Religion, in 
thoſe places where this is practiſed. I no- 
thing doubt , but that thoſe who. have 
taken this cougſe, let the Provocation to 
it be what it will, might have conſulted 
the real and true Intereſt of Religion in 
the main, much better in another way. 
This way favours too much ' of Selt-ſatiſ- 
faction, and Negle& of others, to be of 
Chriſt, who would have the ſtrong to bear 
the infirmities of the weak, and not to pleaſe 
themſelves after his own example , Rom. 
15. New ways; many times , take much 
G 2 for 
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for a while, which do not: end ſo well at 
laſt. Enquire for the old way, 'and ftand 
in the good way, that in which the Primis 
tive Chriſtians walked, if ye would., hnd 
reſt and ſatisfaction in your own 'Minds,reſt 
to your Souls. IS 
And if it be Matter of Duty 1n it ſelf, 
and according -to Primitive Practice, for 
all Chriſtian Profeſſours, in a Nation, thus 
to unite in particular Congregations 4n 
the places where they relide, and, not to 
make any Schiſm after, by one part with- 
drawing from the other into ſeparate 
Communities, ſo long as they can conti- 
nue their, Q@nmunion without a neceſſity 
of finning 5 Then if the Higher Powers 
in ſuch a Nation do exerciſe their Autho- 
rity in commanding them to do. this which 
of it ſelf their Duty, though they had 
not commanded it, and do likewiſe for- 
bid and reſtrain their making of Schiſms 
by ſeparating, when they, have no ſuffici- 
ent or warrantable Caule to' do it ; this 
cannot make it leſs their Duty than it was ' 
of it ſelf before, and ſti]l would be, were 
there ho ſuch Command or Reſtraint from 
the Higher Powers. No Man ſure can 
imagine, That if Nero had uſed his Aw- 
thority in commanding the Primitive 
Chriſtian Churches to do the ſame things 
which they were obliged to do, though 
he 
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he had not commanded it, as he did not, 
That ' Ners's Command” in what Caſe, 
would have made it any whit leſs their 
Duty, but the more. 

© It is not pnhecoming but very laudable, 
ho. doubt, for.the Higher Powers: to con- 
cern, themſelves and their Authority in 
promoting the Chriſtian Religion in their 
Dominions, by taking order, That God 
be publickly and ſolemnly worſhipped by 
the Chriſfiaris, in the uſe of Goſpel-Or- 
dinances; That places for apr on Wor- 
ſhip be provided for that end : That Offi 
cers competently qualified, be. appointed 
to adminiſter-thoſe Ordinances : hat. fit- 
ting Maintenance be appointed and provi- 
ded them, that they "may attend that 
Work without Diſtra&ion : That the 
People be required and' commanded to at- 
tend the qublick Worſhip, and that Care 
be taken, That they may/not be diſturbed. 
in it ; and finally, That Diſcipline be du- 
ly exerciſed; for the purging of the 
Churches, ind for the keeping them pure. 
Suppoſing the Higher Powers and the Peo- 
ple of a Nation to be Chriſtian, the very - 
light of Nature, and their love to the Re- 
ligion they profeſs , will dictate' ſuch 
things as theſe, in the one to command, 

and the other to obey ; and to uſe all due 
mcans to preyent Diviſions amongſt them, 
3 a5 
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as being moſt deſtruftive to all Commy- 
nities of Men, and to the flouriſhing of 
Religion.® x gr! 

I do not find, That, in the Law of Mo- 
ſes, there was any DireQion or Command 
in particular, That when that People 
ſhoyld chuſe them a King, That he ſhould 
uſe. his Authority, in cauſing, both Prieſts 
and. People to do their Duty in the ſeve- 
Tal parts of God's Warlih, enjoined by 
Moſes his Law, any more than Kings now 
under the New, Teſtament, are in parti- 
cular appointed and required to ſee, That 
the Chriſtians under them, both Miniſters 
and People, do their Duty, in Matters 
relating to God's-publick Worſhip. - And 
yet when Hezekiab, for Inſtance, to re- 
ſtore Religion, - after a Decay, of it, in his 
Domintons, commanded the Prieſts and 
Levites to do the Duty of their Places, 
according to' the Law of Moſes; and 
with Advice of the Princes, -fummon'd 
the People of the Land to come and keep 
the Paſſover, and..the like: in the Con- 
cluſion it is ſaid thus of him. Thus did: 
Hezekiah throughout all Tudah, and wrought 
that which was right, aud good. and true be- 
fore the Lord his God : and in every work 
which he began tn 'the ſervice of the houſe 
of God, and in the law, and in the com- 
manaments, to ſeck bis God, he did it with 
it, . all 
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all bs heart, and proſpered, 2 Chron. 31- 

20, 21. And if t IS, and the like, In 0- 
ther good Kings was highly acceptable to 
God, as we ſee it was; then ye have lit- 
tle Reaſon to think it ſhould be diſpleaſing 
to him, when Kings now do. any thing 
like it. He is the Miniſter of God, to thee 
for. good, ſaith St. Paul, Rom, 13, 4. and 
ſo jong as he promotes the publick Good, 
in things Temporal or Spiritual, Civil or 
Eccleſiaſtical, he 1s not out of his way. 

If it were a thing ſo well peating to on 

for Abraham to command his Children and 

his great Houſhold to keep: the. way of 
the Lord, as that God himſelf applanded 
him for it, Gen. 18, 1g, It cont, Cer- 
tainly, be an offence to him, for Kings to. 
command their Subjeas to do likewiſe. 

It was no ſmall Bleſſing that God promiſed 
to the Church, when he {aid, That  Kmgs 
ſhould be their nurſing Fathers, and Queens 
their nurſmg Mothers : and it would be 
great Ingratitude, Not to, acknowledge it 
to be ſo, when they uſe their Power and 
Authority, not. only to proteCt and incou- 
rage them in the.Profeſſion of the Chriſti- 
an Religion, but alſo in making proviſion, 
as Nartet Fathers for their Spiritual Nou- 
riſhment, 1/4, 49. And the Truth is, 
The more the Higher Powers concern 
themſelves, in due ways to promote Re- 
G 4 ligion 
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lisjon in their, Nominions,, the more uſhal- 
vl it, flouriſheth As we fee not only by 
Xaimples in the peripeures and other Hi- 
ſtory, but cxperience teacheth us that there 
is generally the leaft face, of Religion in 
ſuch places as have. been moſt neglected in 
the publick proviſion, © PY 
I would adviſe thoſe among you who 


are moſt tenderin this point touching 'the * 


Magiſtrates'Power in matters of Religion, 
to hear what is ſaid in anſwer toa Queſtion 
of This Nature, by 7. O. in ſome Sheets'in- 
tiruled, Two Queſtions conternmg the power 
of the ſupream Magiſtrate about Religion and 


the worſhip of God ;, with one about Tythes, . 


propoſed and-refolyed : Whoſe words [I know 
they will more regard than anothers. The 
Queſtion is;1/hether the Supream Magiſtrate 
1a Nation. or Common-wealth of men, ro- 
fefſing the” Religion of Jeſus Chriſt, may 'or 
on;ght to exert his power. Legiſlatime and Exe- 
cutive, for the fupportment, preſervation, and 


furiberance: of the profeſſion of the faith, and ' 


worſhip of God ;; and whether be may and ought 
to forbid, coerce, of reſtram ſuch Yew >7 
and prattices us are contrary to them,” andde- 


ftrutive bf them 2 The Anſwer to which; 
is managed ttader ten Headsof Arguments: 
The affrmatize (faith he) of ' both parts ;of 


K 2 » . 
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2, From Fl am of Natron 

. From" God's of Fojown be an by - 

pofp tive, upon Doltfines 'of - faith and ways of, 
Wa: ip. 0 of por Revelation. 

From the'example of. all” godly Magi: 
ftrates accepted with God from the i Fol 
of the World, © 

5.” From the promiſe of Gofpel i a 

6. From the equity of Goſpel rules. ''' 

7. From: the confeſſion of ulfue Proteſtant 
Cburches'in the World, -_ 

8. From'tht ronfeſhow of UB av panic 
4 ſuffer” 19 #he-World,' on arcount of the 

_ of” their Principles, 4s to- toleration 

forbearance; © 

9. From the ſpiritual Tenſe' of the generality 
of godly men 'ihn the World.-1-: - 

to. From-the' perHiiciois* Tohfeguoeds of ov; 
contr ary aſſertion. 

"This was g60d Doctrine 4 1n- 16 $9. « 


'And if upon apprehenſion” ad a 
etice; ſuch Higher: Powers dv judge that 
all-the Chriſtian Miniſters at People 
their Dominions.” are nevewliketo prove 
fo'wiſe and ſober, as not to'abuſe-an'abf0- 
nts liberty, by makirig differe##-parties ff 
the Church, by chuling different'ways of ads 
rHmiſration: And if to prevent/this, and 

{0 
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to preſerve Peace and Unity in the Church, 
as of great-concernment for their edifica- 
tion and comfort, and for the honour and 
reputation of the Chriſtian: Religion, and 
for the better propagation of it, they have 
thought it beſt to preſcribe ſame method 
and form to be uſed by all, it is to be ſeri- 
ouſly confdered by you, That if nothing 
In that method and form be enjoyned you 
as a condition of Communion, which 1s 
not ſinful for' you to ſubmit to, Then 
which is moſt eligible, whether to ſepa- 
rate, or to ſubmit to that method and 
form, though.it ſhould not. in your appre- 
henſion, be {o uſeful, beneficial, and grate- 
ful to you, as a liberty for you and your 
Miniſters would be, to uſe what way you 
liked beſt ? If you fay, to ſeparate is moſt 
Eligible and fitteſt - to be.- choſen in this 


caſe: Then-you muſt prove that which no. 


Man will ever (I think) be able to do, to 
wit, That it is lawful to break Churches 
to pieces upon the account only of ſome 
convemiencies you deſire, and inconvyeni- 
encies which in your apprehenſion you ſuf- 
fer, when otherwiſe you might lawfully 
and withoutidefiling your ſelves with fin, 
continue and maintain your Communionin 
thoſe Churches, to your own and their e-. 
dification with whom you were united. No. 
doubt but the great differences that were 

* on 
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on foot between the .Judaiſing and Gentile 
Chriſtians in the Apoſtles times, cid ſome- 
what burden their Communion together in 
\ the ſame Church, with ſome conliderable 
inconvenience ;z and ſo did the ſcandalous 
Opinions and PraQtices of many in the ſe- 
ven Churches of 4/a, and other Churche 
make the Communion which thoſe had 
with them who had not defiled their gar- 
ments, the leſs pleaſant and comfortable, 
and in ſome reſpe&t burdenſome to them. 
But we. hear nothing of ſeparation and 
breaking of Churches in pieces ypon that 
account, nor of any encouragement given 
thereto by the Apoſtles, but the quite con= 
trary. _- 


- 
x "4 


© bring this buſineſs down from above, 
let. us try it a little in your .own Cou 
Supppſe the Higher Powers ſhould no 
have concerned themfelves in preſcribing 
any Common Form to be uſed in all parti- 
cular Churches in their Dominions,but had 
left them all at liberty to da that which 
ſhould be right in their own eyes. And 
ſuppoſe again that any other Eeclefiaſtical 
Power over the whole ſhould havett t 
fit to have preſcribed the ſame.Form for all 
the Pariſh Churches which now is preſcri- 
bed by the Higher Powers in this Nation, 
or ſome other as diſſatisfaQtory to ſome. 
Nay, to go lower, ſuppoſe yet m— 
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that" the q JO Patiſhes, "or. particular 
Churches bad not been inder | any ſuch ge- 
- neral Eccleſiaſtical Power, nor rulin -OVer 
the W; ole neither, but each par cular 
C vgregation had been under its own Go- 

rament only, And ſuppoſe in this caſe, 
hatdthe Fuling, pr evailing, or, major part 


In one. 97, more. ſuch Independent Cong rn 
Fans ould have thought it fit.to 

uy hr uſed in their own Congriat. 

w preſcribed, by, oyr Higher Pow- 

F2 houlkd have done, or cauſed to be 

| 6n E publick Aditittration ſomne- 

thing el Je as Fbaccefabl e to part of fuch'a 

Congrepation as the Formi now preſcribed 

our. Jig er Powers, .is to you, Yet the 


riſtian 1n *%ither of theſe Ca 
r to divide,  ſeparate,® and 
{0 to pl &5, or to. Kſbrbir 
f it to PLS a ere hn 
effects of 3 It, -nntil they coul th a 
Ic and regular Way, have obtaitied 
or cofne'to' better ſatisfaction 
vt by 7 minds | > Su ppoſing {tilt that 
ht ER - the ailkitiahed p art had been 
io win oing nothing fi al in it felf, but 
as le ſs uſe land deſi reable i in 
Ul Gy Suk ples, And if you al- 
4g © Fx upon pon any account leſs 
neceflity, when Men muſt ſin, 
or 


: «(>| 
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Fgels ſtill be, which would have 


Aro Gd £m. ac Tl oY 


or, eparate, orapatter failurein thermnearls .. 
of edafication, you-open a door; to-cpntuſi« 
on 4n, and deſtrufion to the Church; It 
is, upon this very-account of neceſſity that 
we-juſtifie our ſeparation at firſt,-from the 
Church'of 'Rome. Now if ſuch-things''as 
now ſuppoſed, did proceed from any other - 
Church-Governing Power, were It indul- 
ged toiby the Higher Powers, '\wauld be 
no good. ground of. ſeparation, neitherthen 
can they be any.” when they proceedifrom 
the Higher Powers. . For let them proceed 
from. the one or theother, it dothnot-alter 
the, nature of the,things themſelves,:other- 
wiſe than as the ſtamp of authority may 
make that in ſome degree neceſlary-in: uſe, 
which was and ſtill as 'but indifferent: in its 
own nature, and might have been-uſfed, or 
another in the ſtead of it. - ©: 

Now ſee then where you are, : and to 


what you are brought. If you' cannot prove 


that to. join in the publick- worſhip of, God 
adminiſtred according to our Liturgy, Usa 
Sin;; then if you refuſe to doit, and ſepas 
rate; from the Church becaufe 'of it, you 
make-your ſelves guilty of as great. a ſin-as 
the-monſtrous effects of an unlawful Schiſm: - 
and. ſeparation argues it to be. And. you 
cannot prove that your joyning in-thepub=+ 
lick worſhipadminiſtred by our Liturgy,.s 
aſin, unleſs you.can prove that ſomething 
therein 
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therein appointed for the publick _ p3 
and which yon muſt join in, if you join in 
the publick worſhip at all, is contrary to 
ſome Inſtitytion, Rule, or r_—_ of our 
Lord and Saviour, which I preſume you 
will never be able to do. And the reaſon 
1s, becauſe the things for ' which we pray 
therein, and for which we give thanks, 
are agreeable to the Scripture ; they are 
prayer, matter, and thanksgrving matter. 
And then for the external circumſtan- 
ces of Formand Method, you cannot prove 
theſe unlawful, becauſe it is no where for- 
bidden in Scripture to preſent your prayer 
matter, or thankſgiving matter to God in 
ſuch an external form and method as 1s u- 
ſed in the Liturgy, but rather countenan- 
ced therefrom, as by our Saviour's direQ- 
ing his Diſciples to uſe a Form of Prayer; 
and by the Forms of Prayer in the Pfaltns 
compoſed to be uſed as Prayers. The title 
of Pſal. 102. is this ; 4 prayer for the affii- 
GFed when be is over-whelmed, and poureth 
ont his complaint before the Lord, The title 
of Pſal. go. is this ; A prayer of Moſes and 
the man of God, The 72. Pſalm ends thus ; 
the prayers of David the Son of Feſſe are ended. 
Hezekiah the King, and the Princes; com- 
manded the Levites to ſing praiſe unto- the 
Lord with the words of David and Aſaph; 
2 Chron. 29,.30; The Scripture __ no 
where 
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where determined, whether Prayer ſhall 
be made with the uſe of a Book or with- 
out, or whether longer or ſhotter, or whe- 
ther in our publick Devotions, one or two, 
or more ſhall be uſed, or whether all ſhall 
be pronounced by the Miniſter only,or part 
by the people alſo. We do not count it 
unlawful to pray to and praiſe God with 
united Voices in ſinging of Pſahns. Now 
where we are leftat liberty in theſe things, 
there it cannot be unlawful in it ſelf touſe, 
either the one way or other, as circum- 
ſtances dire&. Some circumſtances may 
make one way or mode convenient at one 
time, and in one caſe, and other circum- 


1tances may make another more convenient 


at another time, and in another caſe, about 
external forms of worſhip. If our Lord 
had not intended us a Chriſtian liberty in 
outward Forms; there 1s no- doubt but we 
ſhould have had as particular direction in 
them, as we haveabout the ſubſtance. And 
we may well uſe the words of St. Paul, in 
exhorting one another to. ſtand faſt in this 
liberty- wherewith Chriſt hath made us 
free. I mean inuſing this liberty one way 
or other, as it tends to Peace, Charity, and 
Edification; and not the contrary, as ſome 
urge it. Ys "SN 

The Jews had their Liturgy in their Sy- 
Aagogues, at the uſe of which our Saviour, 
we 
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' We may preſhme, / uſed to be preſent, in. as, 


much as.-we find he frequented the Syna- ' 
gogue where: he lived, . Zuk. 4.16. The; 
antient Church-before Popery, look'd / out 
into the World; had their-Liturgy ; and. 
ſo-have. other Reformed Churches beſi des 


ours unto this day. And we in this Nati-: 


on, ſo far as] can underſtand, have only 
been ſo unhappy as to break our ſelves in 
Pieces. about it, 

W hoever ſoberly conſiders what hath 
been the effect of caſting off the Litur gy 
and the eſtabliſhed Church Government 1n 
this Nation, and of the liberty that was 
taken inthelate-times of liberty, may by, 
this time be pretty well reconciled to it a- 
gain, whatever, his thoughts may have been 
heretofore. Can any conlidgr' ing Man think 
that the Church of God and ' the concerns 


of Religion, ins this Natioy, ſuffered at that 


rate by reaſon of the reltramt put upon 1t 
by the Liturgy,; before our late ſad diſtra- 
Ctions brake ont, as it hath done, by thoſe 
{ſundry ſtrange. Seets, monſtrous Opinions , 
and Practices, violent Contentions, ſore 
Breaches and Diviſions, and the effects of 
theſe which that little time of liberty in 
which the Liturgy was, caſt off and the 
Bonds of Government broken, hath pro- 
duced ? 


Suppoſe 


F. 
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Suppoſe there were, or are ſome things 
{ſuperfluous or wanting in our Liturgical 
Form of Adminiſtration, or that it might 
be mended; or a better way pitcht upon, 
if the Higher Powers over us thought ir 
fit : If this ſhould be granted, yet this is 
no argument why you may lawfully ſepa- 
rate : It is not its being leſs uſeful, or leſs 
defireable to you than it might be made, 
that will bear you out in your ſeparation, 
ſo long as you ſhould do nothing in it ſelt 
ſinful in worſhiping God in the ule of it. 
The queſtion 1s not at all whether this or 
another way were moſt eligible, were you 
at liberty to chuſe without danger of ma- 
king any Schiſm : But the great queſtion 
to which you muſt bring your ſelves, is, 
Which is moſt eligible, whether to-do that 
which comparatively you think 1s inconve- 
nient, leſs profitable, leſs uſeful, but yet 
not unlawful ,or to make your ſelves guilty 
of a great and notorious Schiſm ,and there- 
in of a great Sin, and thereby alſo to make 
your ſelves accountable for the moſt diſmal 
eftets of our ſad Breaches and Diviſions ; 
the very thought or ſuſpicion of which, 1s 
enough to make the ſtouteſt heart to trem- 
ble; Do not flatter your ſelves with this 
and that Apology and Pretence, for this 
ſeems to beclearly the State of your Caſe. 


H You 


08 A Friendly Add2eſs 


You talk of more purity of Communion, 
for the ſake whereot you ſeparate ; but if 
you make your ſelves guilty of Schiſm to 
abtain a more pure Communion, and ſuch 
a Schiſm as hath already produced moſt la- 
mentable effe&s,in vain do you flatter your 
ſelves with a conceit of a more pure Com- 
munion,. For your "Communion being 
founded in a great Schiſm,; muſt needs pol= 
lute it, and make it far more impure.than 
Parochial Communion can upon any tea- 
{onable account be ſuſpe&ed to be. You 
cannot ſay Parochial Communion 1s at all 
impure, becauſe a Man does not defile 
himſelf with fin in making his way to 1t,or 
having his ſhare in it, as they do that make 
their way to yours through a ſinful Schiſm. 
So that upon the whole matter, there 1s 
incomparably more cauſe to ſcruple Com- 
munion in your Aſſemblies, under your 
circumſtances, than Communion in our 
Pariſh Congregations. 

Nor does a defett in the exerciſe of Di- 
ſcipline, by reaſon whereof ſome are admit- 
ted perhaps to Parochial Communion that 
ſhould be debar'd it, make the Communion 
tmpure to them who cannot help it. A 
Man 1s to examine himſelf, and then he may 
eat of that Bread, and drink of that Cup : 
His examining anothers Caſe is not made 
the condition of it, There were but 4 


few 
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few names in the Church gf, Sardis, but 
what had defiled their Garments and were 
dead, having only a Name to. live, and yet 
thoſe few held Communion. in the ſame 
Church, without defiling their own, Rev, 
3. 4. You may, it you. pleaſe, exerciſe 
that Diſcipline which theScripture directs 
private perſons to uſe towards ſcandalous 
Church-members; that is, not to kec 
Company with them, or to eat or drink. wit 
them in a way of familiar, voluntary and 
unneceſſary Converſation, 2 Thef}. 3; 14. 
1 Cor. 5. 11, But this is no bar againſt 
doing your duty in coming to.God's Ordi- 
nances, and in Communicating with others 
there who have not ſo defiled themſelves, 
as was ſaid before. The want of due Di- 
{cipline, is indeed a great Calamity : But 
Diſcipline is not of the efſence of the 
Church, no more than the rod is of the Fa- 
mily, but is only neceſlary for the well be- 
ing and good Government of it. 


£ the ERE are two things, I perceive, 
which ſome of you make much of. 

The one is, That when apy - thing becomes 
a condition of Communion, which is vche- 
mently ſuſpetied to be unlamful,: it frees a 
man from the guilt of Schiſm, | although he 
break Communion upon it. 
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The other is, That when that us impoſed 
as a condition of Communion which ought not 
to be made a condition, if Schiſm be occaſtoned 
thereby, the guilt of it lies only on the impo- 
ſers, and not on themupon whom it 15 impoſed. 
It argues in my Opinion, that Arguments 
run very low with you, when you are fain 
to make ſhift with ſuch as theſe. 


*For the firſt of theſe : Mens Opinions of 
things, or ſuſpicions concerning them, does 
not alter the nature of the things them- 
ſelves, or make that no Schiſm which 1s ſo 
in it ſelf, It may make a difference in the 
nature of the offence to be greater or leſ- 
ſer before God, according as Men have 
been diligent or negligent in the uſe of 
means to underſtand their duty in order 
to praCtice, but does by no means excuſe 
them from all guilt in the Caſe, for the 
reaſon aforeſaid. This Poſition therefore 
is doubtleſs falſe. 

But is there indeed ſuch a virtue in ſu- 
ſpicion, as to ſantifie Schiſm it ſelf, and 
to make it to be no Schiſm, thoughother- 
wiſe it were?'' Why then, I pray you, 
will not your ſuſpicion do as much on the 
other hand ? Why does not your ſufpici- 
on of making your ſelves guilty of a noto- 
rious Schiſm, make that very lawful for 
you to do to avoid it, which were It _ 

or 
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for the. danger of Schiſm, and the evil 
of 'thwarting.. publick Laws, might 0- 
therwiſe ſeem inconvemient for you to 
do-? Is there more danger in doing that, 
inthe doing whereof it is uncertain to you, 
whether you do well or ill, in reference to 
your perſonal concern, than there is in do- 
ing that which it's certain tends to ſo pub- 
lick a hurt and damage as Schiſm. does ? 
When you alledge Rom. 14. 23. where 
it's ſaid, He that doubteth 15s damned if be 
eat, becauſe he eateth not of faith : for what- 
ſoever ts not of faith, 18 ſin: I ſay, when 
you alledge this to juſtifie, your Schiſm. up- 
on the account. of your doubting of the 
lawfulneſs of ſome things in the admmi- 
ſtration of holy things ; you make things 
equal in your apprehenſion, which are al- 
together unequal in themſelves. The Caſe 
there touched, was about the eating or not 
cating of ſuch Meats, the eating of which 
the Chriſtians were not oblged to by any 
Law of God or Man : In which Caſe a 
Man might be ſure he ſhould not offend a- 
gainſt either, in.forbearing to eat that a- 
bout which the doubt was raiſed, nor a- 
gainſt the publick peace of the Church, 
But you areat no ſuch liberty in your Caſe: 
It is not a matter of ſuch indifterency,whe- 
ther you make a Schiſm in the Church, and 
a&t contrary to publick Laws, as it wasfor 
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a Man to forbear one ſort of food, by the 
forbearing of which, he ſhould do no hurr 
to the'Church by diſturbing 'the peace of 
it, nor to Religion, by canling It to be evil 
ſpoken of. But-yet' that is not all, but your 
Caſe and that thereiſpokenof, 'is vaſtly dif- 
ferent in another reſpect, - The doubting 
of ſome Chriſtian Jews touching'the law- 
fulnefs of eating ſome Meats, which the 
Chriſtian Gentiles did eat without ſ{cruple, 
did utiſe'fronea want of ſatisfaction in their 
own-mindstouching'the abrogation of the 
Mofaical Law, by which the eating of thoſe 
Meats was once expreſly forbidden.-So that 


your caſe'1s no ways parallel with theirs 


there handled by the Apoſtle; unleſs you 


could ſhew' that thoſe undetermined cir- 
-cumſtances-in.the adminiſtration of holy 


things, the. uſe of which you ſcruple, had 


'been expreſly*forbidden by. ſore Law of 


God, the abrogation whereof'you queſti- 


'on ; which-you will never be .able to do. 


And-therefore'this Fext'is altogether im- 


-pertinently-alledged' to-juſtifie you in your 
-practice, as'many more have been. 


If you ſay; though theſ& words, whatſo- 


ever 15 not of faith is fin, be' brought to con- 


firm a patticular propolition,yet they con- 


tain in 'thettſeives an univerſal one : Ad- 


mit this, for'T will not deny -it;; yet they 
wlll not prove the contrary-; that whatſo- 
ever 
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ever is of faith (in this ſenſe of faith)is no 
ſin ; that is, it does not prove that what- 
ſoever a Man is perſwaded is no {in, 1s 
therefore no ſin. Andif it does not prove 
this, it will not prove that the act by 
which you make a Schiſm ſinful in it ſelf, 
does not do any ſuch thing, though you 
are perſwaded it does not. Though a Mans 


| doubtfulneſs of the lawfulneſs of an action 


ſo long as the reaſons of it preponderate 
and weigh down the reaſons that tend to 
his ſatisfaction, make it unlawful for him 
to do it under thoſe circumſtances: Yet 
this will not free him from fin in caſe he be 
in an errour in being ſo perſwaded, but he 
remains guilty of that errour, and conſe- 
quently 1s acceſlary alſo unto the evil that 
is cauſed thereby. It Mens ignorance and 
unreſolvedneſs in what is their duty, 'were 
a protection to them from ſin-guiltineſs, 
though in errour, it would be an induce- 


* ment to them to indulge themſelves in 


their ignorance and irreſolution. But when 
a Man does not know but that he is in ſuch 
a dilemma, as that he ſins whether he act 
or forbear to act, either in acting againſt 
his Conſcience, or in neglecting his duty 
through errour of Conſcience, 1t wall then 
awaken a Man that deſires to keep a good 
Conſcience, both towards God and to- 
wards Men, to uſe both diligence and im- 
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partiality in his enquiry after what is his 
duty indeed. | 

It is I think but needful upon this occa- 
ſton to caution many among you againſt an 
affeted ſcrupuloſity. I call that an affected 
{crupuloſity, when people love to be ſcru- 
pulous about ſome things, when they are 
far from it in other things, wherein they 
have more reaſon to be {crupulous. As 
when they are nice, curious, and ſyqueamiſh 
about undetermined circumſtances in forms 
of adminiſtration of holy things, but do 
not at all, or nothing fo much fcruple the 
laying waſte the peace of the Church, and 
the grieving and hurting others thereby, 
nor to lay Government ir felt low, nor to 
ip ak evil freely enough of them that differ 
rom them, and the like, not to mention 
what is of more private concern. That ſuch 
things are abroad 1s too apparent to be de- 


nied : But whence they proceed, is not .. 
perhaps ſo eaſily perceived, Only this 1s 


vilible, that perſons {crupulouſneſs about 
conforming to publick Orders, hath ob- 
tained them among many, the reputation 
of the ſtricter ſort of profeſſors: And 
from thence it's poſſible they may tgnſie 
themſelves to be of more tender Conſcien- 
ces than others, and think it may be a good 
iign of the truth of grace in them ; and 
non that account, and of being thought 
to, 
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to be ſuch by others, they may affe& ſuch 


a ſcrupuloſity. But ſuch as are thus une- 
qual in their fcrupling of things, may do 
well to conſider, that ſuch ſcrupuloſity is 
a more ſure ſign of hypocriſie than of aten- 
der Conſcience, or of the truth of grace, 
in whomſoever it is found, as ſymbolizing 
with the Phariſees, who ſtrained at Gnats, 
and yet could ſwallow Camels. Whereas 
a tenderneſs of Conſcience of the right 
kind, will make a Man as much afraid of 
erring on the right hand as on the left; 
which temper is in Scripture given as'the 
CharaQer of a good Man,a Man that turns 
not aſide to the right hand nor to the lefr, 
but is theupright Man. Though tender- 
neſs of Conſcience is a right good thing, if 
you underſtand thereby a fear oftranſgref- 
ling any known Rule or Duty, in one thing 
as well as another, in conjunction with a 
careful endeavour to know his rule in eve- 
ry thing, yet ſcrupuloſity which is a fear 
of offending in that which a Man does not 
know is forbidden, is not ſuch a commen- 
dable thing as that Men ſhould be in love 
with it, or indulge it in themſelves, but. is 
rather proper to thoſe who are ſuperſtitt- 
ous, than to the truly religious, Becauſe 
it proceeds generally from the falſe Do- 
&rine of Men, and from a wrong "I 
0 
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of things, rather than from the obſcurity 
of the rule of duty. It's no marvel if there 
be no end of. ſcruples with them who be- 
eve that nothing, can be done in faith, e- 
ſpecially in the external adminiſtration of 
God's Worſhip, but what they can bring a 
Divine Command or Inſtitution for, there 
being none of them that ſo teach, but pra- 
ctiſe otherwiſe, as you may ſoon perceive 
if you try all particular circumſtances in 
their Worſhip or Adminiſtration of holy 
things, and muſt do ſo, unleſs they will 
confine themſelves to the very words of 
the Lord's Prayer, and- to the form of 
words preſcribed in Baptiſm and the Lord's 
Supper. 4 
There are but two ways of knowing 
God's mind concerning our duty, natural 
light and ſupernatural Revelation. And 
whatever we are not confined to by Divine 
determination, or reſtrained from by Di- 
vine prohibition in one of theſe ways, we 
may ſecurely and without any ſcruple do, 
when we are thereunto called by Parents, 
Maſters, Magiſtrates, orEccleſiaſtical Go- 
vernours. That which 1s not againſt us is 
for us in this caſe, as our Saviour alſo ſaid 
1n another caſe, The Rule of that which 
is our duty indeed, isdoubtleſs very plain : 
And it would be a Reproach to the yp fa 
om 
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dom and Goodneſs of God to think other- 
wiſe : He bath ſhewed thee, O man, what 15 
good, ſaith the Prophet. It 1s Metis addi- 
tions to-God's Word, and their teaching 
that, as commanded,or forbiddeht: by God, 
which he hath not commanded, and 'which 
he hath not forbidden, that 1s the true 
cauſe of our Diſtractions. If Men would 
but keep'cloſe to what God hath plainly 
determined, and follow thereaſon of their 
Governours.in other things which are un- 
determined, and their own 'beſt reaſon 
where they are at liberty to do it ; there 
would be little room for Mens ſcrupuloſi- 
ty, 'or occaſion of Diviſions in 'point of 
practice. And yet this is nothing /but what 
the Scripture calls for when it-dires and 
enjoins Children to obey their Parents,Ser- 
vants'their Maſters, Subjects their Princes, 
and that in all things, only in the :Lord, or 
wherein they are-not countermanded by 
him. 


Now -concerning that other [Poſition 
wherein is aſſerted, That when that 1s 1im- 
.Poſed as a condition of Communion which 
ought not to be made a condition,if Schiſm 
'beoccaſioned*thereby, the guilt of it lies 
only on -the Impoſers, and not on them 
upon whom 1t - is: impoſed, IT anſwer; As 
to matter of fativis true, that: more may, 
and 
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and ſometimes is made the condition of 
Communion, than ts neceſlary. And when 
it 1s ſo, it uſually becomes a temptation-to 
more or leſs to run into Schiſm ; and- it 
likewiſe furniſheth ſuch' with ſome pre- 
tence to draw Diſciples to themſelves,who 
are ambitious of Heading a Party.In which 
reſpeds it may be matter of great Pru- 
dence in order to the Churches Peace and 
Unity, to make no more than 1s neceſlary, 
the condition of Communion. But altho” 
moreſhould be impoſed as the condition of 
Communion than 1s neceſlary, yet if it be 
not ſo much more as makes it ſinful to hold 
Communion on thoſe terms, Then they 
muſt needs be guilty of the ſin of Schiſm, 
who ſeparate upon account of ſuch an im- 
poſition. And the reaſon is, becauſe ſuch 
a Schiſm js without ſufficient cauſe, or juſt 
ground': Which juſt ground 1s, when one 


cannot do otherwiſe than ſeparate, withous 


a neceſſity of ſfinning. Things may be; Hl 
impoſed, as when they are inadequate to 
their end ; and yet well obſerved by them 
on whom they are impoſed, as when -nat 
ſinful in themſelves, and, when by that 
means they and the Charch ſuffer leſs in 
point of inconvenience, and enjoy a greater 
benefit in-preſerving Peace in the Church, 
than could be obtained in a way of oppoſi- 
tion, -If we ſhould allow a liberty, much 

more 
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more if we hold it a duty for Inferiours 
under Government, to oppoſe and with- 
ſtand the Commands of their Superiors, as 
oft as they think they command things in- 
convenient, though they ſhould think right, 
ſo long as they do not command things 
which they know to be unlawful for them 
X0 obſerve,we ſhould ſoon bring intolerable 
confuſion into Churchand Common-wealth, 
into Families and all Communities of Men 
where Government 1s exerciſed. Incon- 
vemiencies in ſuch caſes mult be yielded to, 
rather than greater miſchiefs drawn on us, 
and on the Community by not yielding. 

But you, at leaſt many of you think, 
that it is an infringing of your Chriſtian 1i- 
berty, for Men to determine and impoſe 
upon you, where God hath not determi- 
ned and impoſed : And that in ſuch caſes 
it would be a betraying of that liber- 
ty, ſhould you notwithſtand ſuch Impoſi- 
tions. 

To which I anſwer, That thus far ?tis 
true, that when any thing 1s impoſed by 
Men under the notion of being command- 
ed by God, of Divine Inſtitution, or of 
neceſlity to Salvation, which 1s not ſo; as 
this would be a teaching for DoQrines, the 
Commandments of Men, ſo a yielding to 
them ſo impoſed, would be a betraying of 
our Chriſtian liberty ; and more than fo, 

It 
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it would be a betraying of the Prerogative 
of our Lord, unto the uſurpation of Men, 
and a making to our felves other Maſters 
than Chriſt, and our ſelves Servants of : 
Men in the prohibited, fenſe, and all con- 
trary to the expreſs Dodtrine of our Savi- 
our and his Apoſtles. But though this be 
the caſe in the Church of Rome in many 
things, and in ſome reſpects among your 
ſelves alſo : Yet this is not the caſe touch- 
ing the things in diſpute between you and 
the Church of England. The things im- 
poſed, at which you moſt ſtick, are not at 
all impoſed under the notion of Divine 
right, but only upon a prudential account, 
being things mutable in thetr own nature, 
and qlterable at the pleafure of them who 
impoſe them, and are fo declared: in the 
Preface before the Book of Common-Pray- 
er. $0 that your Conſcience is not impo- 
ſed upon totake the things themſelves for 
any other than they are in their own na- 
ture things left undetermined by God one 
way or other, 

But then there is a ſenſe in which it 1s 
not true, that our Chriſtian liberty 1s un- 
duly infringed by the impoſition of Men, 
although we wereat liberty to do or not to 
do the things enjoined us, before ſuch an 
impoſition was laid uponus. Our Chriſti- 
an liberty does not exempt us from thedu- 
ry 
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ty of obedience to our Superiors in things 
which in their own nature are but indiffe- 
rent, and out of ſuch circumſtances might 
be done or let alone. The ſame Divine 
Authority which enjoyns us to call no Man 
on Earth Maſter, nor to be Servants of 
Men, enjoyns Children alſo to obey their 
Par ents, Servants their Maſters, Church- 
members their Spiritual Guides and Go- 
yernors, and Subjects their Princes, and 
that in all things in which they ſhall not 
diſobey God in doing contrary to his Com- 
mands: So that when things indifferent 
or undetermined by God, are impoſed by 
our Governours, Domeſtick, Politick, or 
Eccleſiaſtick, only as their Commands ; 
our Chriſtian liberty 1s no bar nor plea a- 
gainſt them, And whoever pretends that 
It 18, draws too near the wicked Gnoſticks, 
who pretended exemption from being 
commanded and governed by Men, by 
their being Chriſt's Freemen. Againſt 
which abuſe of Chriſtian liberty St. Peter 
- cautioned the Chriſtians then. For after 
he had exhorted them to ſubmit themſelves 
to every Ordinance of Man for the Lord's 
lake, 1 Pet. 2. 13, 14. he preſently adds, 
in ver. 16. as free, and not uſing your liberty 
as a cloak of maliciouſneſs ;, not to pretend 
Chriſtian liberty to cover their diſſaftection 
to Government, as the Gnoſticks did. 
Our 
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Our Chriſtian liberty is ſo far from be- 
ing a bar to our Obedience to our Gover- 
nours in all things not otherwiſe ordered 
by God, as that it is a great accommoda- 
tion to us in yielding obedience to them 
without ſcruple of Conſcience. For when 
circumſtances in the external adminiſtrati- 
on of holy things, are left ſo much uride- 
termined by God as they are, we are at the 
greater liberty to yield obedience to the 
prudential determinations of our Gover- 
nours, either one way or other, ſo long as 
they do not determine any thing againſt 
what God hath determined; [In things e- 
ven of this nature we are to be ſubject to 
our Governours for Conſcience fake, Rom: 
13. 5. that is, out of Conſcience to God 
who commands our obedience to our Go- 
vernours, but not out of Gonſcience to the 
things commanded by them, as if by any 
inherent holineſs in them our Conſclences 
were ingaged unto them, And here lies 
the difference between Superſtition, and 
lawful Obedience to Authority. 

In the Caſe of Superſtition, the a& is 
done out of Conſcience to the thing done, 
as if ſacred, though but indifferent in its 
own nature. But in the caſe of lawful O- 
bedience in indifferent things, the ſame 
aQ is done out of Conſcience to God, . not" 
as commanding the thing, but as com- 

mand- 
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| tothe Nan-Contonits.” *%: 
Emanding my obedience to him” in all Jaw-.; 
ful things; who:commands me to do it, and 
*commands'it under no other notion but as+ __ 
a thing indifferent in its "own nature, and. 
not made ſacred by any Command or Inſti-- - 
-tution'of God.” Let me fay this further to. ©. 
% you ?” There is'more of Teal Religion and ** 
"true Chriſtianity, in thus abeying the law-:+. 2. 
"ful Commands of:our Govern urs, out of 4 
Conſcience to God who would have it'fo, - 
*than I fear is" well conſidered: And more + 
of Irreligion, Profaneneſs,” and Hypocriſie, '; * 
= 1n-flighting God's expreſs Command "in: 
v this,” whilſt we ſeem ſo” very fearful and ; 
E Tcrupulous to offend him in other things; 
- where there is no ſuch danger, nor *con-- 
*- cerning- which'we haye+no- ſuch. expreſs; 
* Declaration of God's Will. | If we' would 
but yield obedience to our publick Gover- 
nours' in {uch fort as Seryants are required 
to do*to-their Maſters,” in ſingleneſs of 
heart, fearing God; and whatever we do 
- therein,doing it heartily as tothe Lord and 
= notunto Man, we ſhould therein ſervethe 
= Lord'Chriſt, and tobetter purpoſe than by.- 
,- manythings'on which greater {treſs 1s laid, 
and be as Capable of the rewarg of the inheri- 
i tance thereby, as by- any. other worſhip we 
»give him, or ſervice we do him. Col. 3.22, 
2223, 24. I donbtit is not well conſidered 
what diſſervice is done to Religion when 
[ {0 
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fo much more 'than 4s pretended © 
'from it to trouble and diſturb Govern- +! 
ment, and make Men fickle and unc iy 7 
in their Obedience: to Authority, . Do 
leſs the way to make the great Men: of: the. 
"Earth hearty + Friends to. the Ciian' 
Cauſe (and when they are 10, it's much'to/ 
| {Its advantage) 4s to g1ve them the experi- 
ence of its goodneſs in making the moſt 
incere profeſſors of it; more hearty, for- 
ward, and conſtant. in "their obedience to! 

' "them againſt all temptations to the contra- 
*ry, than any, other. Men. Which is-one 
reaſon as I am apt'to think,, why this' duty.” E 
of obedience to Governoursi is Jo much in- 
-culcited on the minds of, Chriſtians in the : 
-New-Teſtament as it. is, and-why ſo black © 
a brand is ſet on them. that deſpiſe Govern-"| 
ment or Dominion, and ſpeak evil.of Digni-" 
tres, asS 1$.1n the Epiſtles of St. Peter and 
Tude. 


'F Cannot but think it a bad thing and of 
dangerous conſequence, for youto ſtrain” 
things too far in making that "uit ſelf ne-"4 
cellary to Church- Communion, Which e1- 
ther 1s not at. all neceſſary, or. but only 
conventently neceſſary under ſome circum- 
ſtances: And ſo in like manner in laying 
£00 great a {treſs on this or that mode of 
admi- 


% " MS b% - > _ a F Fax ; 
'T ez to the Nin Confounits. Is 
Fs adminiſtration, to the, excluſion of others 

- not unlawful, For when you make thoſe 


Z  thingsas abſolutely neceſſary to Comrauni- 
,on as if they'were peremptorily command- 


Fo Ky ed by God, which yet are left to the liber- 


+ ty of Chriſtians to uſe, or others in their. 
"ſtead'as circumſtances in the caſe ſhall di- 
'% s We, You'then both trayſereſ6/againſt the 
fc tian Liberty, and make your 
y.of ſuperſtition. And uponthis 
L very ſcore,” I fear, there is much more of 
* ſupesſtition among you, than'you haveiany 
+ canſe to.ſuſpect inthe Parochial way. - For 
© hoſe things at which you'are moſt offend- 
ed; in the Pariſh way, are not-at all uſed 
or Tequired tobe uſed under the notion of 
'"their being enjoyned by God,” bur only as 
by things which\may be-uſed, or "others in the 
ſtead of them;-4f our Governours pleaſed 
/,and' thought, it- moxc convenient,” as was 
.- aid before. © 'Whereas'you placing Religi- 
# on in refuſing*thoſe things, which as they 
* are not commanded, ſo neither are they 
Gy » forbidden by God, as fearing you ſhould 
{# difpleaſe hint you ſhould nſe - them, do 
- therein plainly act a part of ſuperſtrtion, 
D £2 while others who uſe them but only as they 
are, not placing any Religion 1n them at 
+» all, are altogether free from, w hom ye! 
> you are ready caulleſly to char ge ith 1t, 
For ſuperſtition as,1t 1s an exceſs of fear, 
Md | 2 CON 


— Mt — — — 


2 Py | : X» OY OR ES 
"_ l + KW £0 y 4 ya; 
oF 


116 A Ftiendly Addreſs 
conſiſts as tnuch if' not more, in_reft/ing 


and rejetting things as forbidden by God which 
are not, as it doth in tiling things as com- 


manded by him which are not. - Touch not, 


taſt not, handle not., were do@rines of ſuper="- * 
ftition (Col. 2.) as well as that of the Pha- 


* Tiſces, in requiring waſhing before eating 


as a Piece of Religion, an action otherwiſe 
in it ſelf not unlawful. 
Beſides, when you. place Religion ſo": 
much as you do in this or that external* 
form and way, when perhaps neither that 
nor another which difters from it, is at all; 
made neceſſary by God to the excluſion. of * 
the other, but that either the one,. or the” 
other, or a third, may.competently an{wet-*. 
the end for whichexternal Modes of Wor- 
ſhip ſerve and are appointed, which is for 
the adminiſtring the ſubſtance of that wor-' 
ſhip which is determifed and appointed by 
God : , Ifay, when you do thus place ſo 
much of Religion in one, td the excluhion 
of the reſt, it becomes a dangerous ſnare 
to many people to place. their Religion 
much, £, ſometimes moſtly in that form- 
and way,* and to think themſelves better 
Chriſtians than thoſe of another Form), * 
though thoſe other donot at all place thetr 
Religign in the external form they uſe, but: 
inthe ſpiritual ſubſtance to which the form 
i3 but as the clothing,and may be ſhiftedand 
| varied 
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yaried as occaſion requires; © There is nei- 


SY ther the one form nor the other, but that 
=. Chriſtians may be very affectionately de- 


7 * yout and ſerious in their addreſſes to God 


- by it,Jif the fault'be not their own, it they 


do not. by their own prejudice againſt it, 


- orby careleſſneſs in uſing it, deprive them- 


——- 


. ſelves of being ſo: This, ſome that have 


had experience of both know. And it is 


not the uſe of the beſt form, whatever it is; 


© will avatha'Man to make him inwardly in 
-* Soul, deyout towards God, unleſs.his mind 


© exerciſe'it ſelf about” the ſpiri 
-- and ſubſtance of the worſhip it 


matter 


f. And 


$ they that reſt in the form, be it what it 
-- will be, and fatisfie themfelves only with 


uſing'it, do bunt preſent God with theskin 


jof the Sacrifice, «tnſtead of the Sacrificet ' 
L0 JelL, #7 *4 | | 


| ND now. I have uttered my mind 
thus freely ynto you, I ſhould be ve- 


2 ry forryiaf it ſhould produce no better ef- 
fect than only to; make your minds the 
+more uneakfe in your way, when as it was 

© defhigned*as a help to bring you to that eaſe 


of mind\which is*the effect of true repen- 
tance, TI have ſo much reſpect for many of 


* you whom I* know, as will make me very 


far from doing any*thing to grieve you, 
3 other- 


by any inconvenience you ſuſtain by.reaſon*? 


. be perſwaded by-any.thing Ifay, as they,” 
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otherwiſe than that you might be grieved : 
after a godly manner, and wo your oyran- # | 
tage ;. after which way, and for, which end, "7 
St. Paul ſometime wrote tothem who were®. T” 
very dear to;hum.” } ang, 1 aflure you, rs © 
far from being gratified..in my own mind . 3.4 


ot your-difiering, thoughts and-way, - and | 
ſo tar from deſigning any,inereaſe of. trou-"-: 
ble to you by dealing thus. plainly; and 0-71 
penly with you, -as L have done, as thatfor;” 
your i2kes [ ſhould be yery glad if our,Gos- 
Vernour Mould beiinclined/ out obcompal-*.” 
ſion to you, to make the' texms of wat # © 
munion ſomewhatealier for. YOu... <-> 
[ do not indeed. expect that,you ſhould © : 


axe my words. But]. do*expect, as well ! 
[ may, that, you#ſhould ſo much regard the” 
borcermmen of your.own account to God) 
and af the welfareof his Church, and of q 
cs Nation, as that you. fhauld conſl der," 
and that ſeriou uſly thereaſon of what [ have Y 
laid before ba | dare n0t indeed beover* 
confident of any greatſuccelF .in this Ad-7* | 
are, when I conſider how little ,the-en-*' 
deavours-of others have. had which- have 
DCeA of ſomcwhat.a like nature. - But-this 
diffidence proceeds notrat all from any ſu-" 
ſpicion 1 have touching the ſufficiency of | 
the reaſon and argument which: is offered 4 
| [K0) 
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to perſwade you by, b4© from the rootbd- 
neſs, and, ſtrength of your” prejudice, by 
FL yhich the ſtrongeſt reaſoning is many 
* times reſiſted. ' Elihu” ſaith (Job 34.) that 
3 the ear: tryeth words. as th@mouth taſteth meat. 
Now we know that that Meat which is 
*> good and favory in it ſelf; and pleaſant to 
the raſteof thoſe who are in a. healthful 
habit "of body, -is' unfavory and perhaps 
FP: oſcous to'thoſe of a vitlated Palate. And 
Wi 15 juſt a like difference. between, the 
4 Menration, upon the account” of the cor- 
we on and -uncorruptneſs of their Judg- 
ments: " An@therefore it will be your wiſ- 
dom in order to your making a right Judg- 
ys ;{ment, to diveſtyour/mind as much as poſ- 
FI ble you'can'of all prejudice, when,. you 
/ come to peruſe Diſcourſes of this 1a-/ 
'ture.: - . 
Br Some I underſtand have taken up a pre- 
{judice againſt ſomewhd 1 have done for- 
ig merly of this/Nature, from a miſtake and: 
+} miſinformation, 2s if the turn of times had 
"cauſed that - alteration which hath been 
made in my mind about the"things diſcuſ- 
* {eXin this Addreſs. But to the end that 
*none may be taken off from peruſing and 
. conſidering this Diſcourſe upon .any ſuch 
+ pretence, they may certainly know the | 


- yatruth of ſuch ſuggeſtions by. this, to wit, 
I 4 that 


6 


taſte which Men have of the fame argu- © _ 


*have the beſt eſteem of, but every one to 
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thatI publiſhed my Retra@ntion of ſeparation, a 
in the Year 1659. when ſeparation was in Sv 
greateſt repute, and the turn of times they 11 
{peak of then out of proſpe@ toſuch as my Þ-h 
{elf. + LY 4/0 
Saint Paul counted it but a ſmall thing þ 
with him to be judged by Men, or of Man's "| t 
Judgment, becauſe-he was to ſtand. or fall MF 
not by their Judgment but by God's. And 
conſidering that efery-one of us may ſay as 
he did in this ; it very much concerns usin ? 
our enquiry, what. 1s,. and what -15 not. to 
be done and practiſed by us, not much to» 
mind what this or. the other party wall. 
think or ſay of us, or whether this or that 
way will beſt accommodate us .1n our 
worldly intereſt,” but with uprightneſs to / 
do alþ as unto God 1n theſtght of: God, to 
whom every one of us muſt give an ac- l 
count for. himſelf. And becauſe we: muſt ' Þ. 
do ſo,” therefore we ſhould take as little as: Kt t 
< 
c 
\ 
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may be upon. truſt? no not-from thoſe we. |. < 


try.his own work, that ſo he may-bave re-- 
joycing in Vimſelf., and not in another, as the 
Apoltle ſpeaks. ., And becauſe "there are 
not many that are willing tobe atthe pains. 
to put themſelves into a capacity of doing.” 
{o. in things controverted among us :. ©: 
Therefore it greatly concerns you who arg 
Leaders of the people, to be very overs 
an 


1 
of 


ing as they do from all_ in a manner that 
Y have gone befors you, yea, even from the 


_ either have, . or are ever like to promote 


F* of worſhip, or in a zealous crying up one, 
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and very faithful in trying'the grounds on 
- which you gow g0 In ways {o much differ- 


old Non-Conformilts themſelves; And if 
"you have any. ,.Convictions, or Miſgivings, 
touching the unſafeneſs or unaccountable- 
neſs of the way in which you conduct the 
Teople, let po worldly intereſt, or fear of 

iſplealing,. or of loling them, prevail up- 
qn you to conceal it from-them, but truſt 
God in dealing faithfully, which will both 
bring. inward peace and. fatisfattion, and 
- Intereſt you in his-ſpecual care. 


- 
. 
' 


| Will add one thing more, and that is 
K to put you upon conſidering, whether 
by this Dividing way in which you are,you 


the Power of Religion among us in this Nati- 
"En, as you might have done, it you had 
continued: Communion in the Parochial 
way as heretofore. For I freely confeſs to 
you, that I vehemently ſuſpect,” that you 
-neither have, nor are like to doit ſo. well 
-In the way. you take, as you might 1n that. 
The power of. Religion, I conceive, does 
very much conſiſt, not in external modes 


and crying down another, but 1n the ope- 
; ratton 


oy Oy 
of» 
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ration of the mind; and inward. and pro- | 
found devotion of Soul to God, in refe-: 
rence to the ſpirituaHubſtance of his Wor- 1 
ſhip, whether in this fornx -or that: And 
in ous being like to our hord Jeſus Chrilt 
in Humulity, Meekneſs, Gentleneſs, Peace- 
ablenefs, univerſal Charity i ſecking the; 
good of all Men by word and deed : Ina! 
patient Us” 4 unkind uſage from Men, / 
without exprelling any bitternels of ſpirit” 
towards them for it, by word'or deed, but ? 
rather returning them good for evil, and 
the like.But now Diviſions in Churches, ma- 
king of Parties, rending and tearing and ſ[e- ; 
parating, hath quite another tendency than | 
to promote theſe things.It tends to diſcom- 
poſe the ſpirits of Men in their reverend / 
and awfal approaches to God in the duties 
of his Worſhip, to imbitter.their- ſpirits 
one againſt another, ſo that It becomes tar 
more diffhcult than otherwiſe it would be, 
zo lift up boly bands without wrath and doubt- "WW: 
ing. It tends to fill the minds of Men with W 
uncharitable Opinions of,, and uacharitable M 
Afﬀections: to one another, and to exaſpe-, i= 
rate their {pifits one againſt another: It $ 
tends to the deſpiliing and contemning one. I 
another, and to-a proud and diſdainful 1 
magnitying of one party-againſt another ; 4 
toa ſwelling and grudging one agaſnſt ano- * 
Ther : It tends to Wluſpering, Back-biting, 

h and | 
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and Slandering, and. to miniſter provoca- 
tiof and eyil ſpeaking, one againſt another. 
\ And theſe things are the, oppokites to the 
5 & power of Religion, and if you will believe 
© St. James, tend to oyertlirow itand. to in- 
F troduce an ill ſpirited Religion in theroom 
of it. "For where.enuying and ſtrife 15, there 
is confuſron and every evil work, Jam.-3, 16. - 
Theſe things which are the natural fruits of 
Schiſm, are ſo like the fruits of thoſe who 
are deſcribed;to have. aform of godlineſs 
without the, power of 1t,as may well drive 
= you from the Schiſm which you have made, 
* only for a form ſake... I-would we had not 
00. much experience of the truth of whatT 
ſay. to /nced. any. proof from Scripture. 
+ However I will. give you, St.,Pa#'s Judg-. 
| ment.in the Caſe... . | 
©. I havetold you before, that the Sthiſm' 
in_the. Church , of -Cormth;” when St. Paul - , 
2 K+ wrote to them, . had not proceeded to any * 
+ fuch height as to; break the Churchian pie- 
\ces by ſepatation and diſclauning Commu-/ 
nion one with another;;, and yet upon the 
-F* {ingle account of their Diviſions, andthe 
WF cies of :them, they were yet but carnal and 
* walked as men, as he tells them, 1, Cor. 3.3. 
3 although otherwiſe they were /# every thing 
i - inriched,: in all utterance and in all knowledge, 
- Wh. comme behind in no zift, Chap. 1:5,7. And 
_- vpon this very account their commyg- toge- 
$2 ther, 
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ther, their ſolemn Meetings for Divine 4 
Worlkip, were not for the better but for- the 7? 
worſe, did not only keep them from gr&w- Þ 
ing, but ſetthem backward, 1 Cor.1n. 17,-F: 

+18. And then by what he ſays, Chap:4.6. 
and 2 Cor.12.20.we may ſee what the truits 
and effe&ts of their 'Schiſm were which F* ;, 
made them: ſo carnal in the Apoſtles ac- 
count; ſuch aswere their being puft up for | y 
one Teacher againſt -another, "and their de- F 1; 
bates, 63-4, 4 Le - Ptrifes. back-bitings, 
whiſperings, _ | and tumults, that 
were among 6.4 63,1 ſuch as your Schiſm Þ q 
hath brought forth among us in this Nati-. 1, 
on : Only 1 fear the effe&ts of *our Schiſm FF 
hath as much exceeded: theirs then, av our” Þþ ;; 
Schiſm it ſelf hath exceeded'theirs. And F 

*- If theſe. things have been, are, and" will 

* be the natural effets of Schiſm, ' which are Þ 
ſo direQly contxary/and deſtruRtive to the 

©. power of Religion; Then youwill do well 
calmly to conſider, "whether you have not 
miſtaken the right method of promoting 
the power-of. Religion when you , made ſo 
wide a breach a6 you” have done in-the © 
Church to effect ir. 

If, inſtezd of- this, - each *Chriſtian of. 
you had Kept to a"Parochial Commnnion, 
and each ovted Miniffer had kept their re- 
fidence among © them, and Communion - 
with them \ as private Members, in the 

Pariſh- 
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© FF Pariſh-way, and had alfo'in a-private Ca- 
© pacity joined with thoſe 'Miniſters which 
-* a ſucceeded them, in ' doing all the 
7" Þ good they. could in the Pariſh; as hy a 


I- private Application and Improvement of 
the publick Labours - of their Miniſter, 
together with Catechiſing, and other per- 
ſonal. Inſtruction ,,and Exliortation pri- 
. vately adminiſtred. to the ſeveral Fami- 
- Hes in the-Pariſh :'#%ay ,. If fuch a thing 
as this had been done inſtead of-gather- 
F ing ſeparate Congregations, - I. nothing 
& doubt, but that, by-ſodoing , you would 
*have taken _ an -unſpeakably tar better 
F courſe to. prontiote- the power of Religion 
#in the, Nation, than-by. what- you .have 
+ done, and to have procured-.a _ Removal 
” alſo of your burdens Jong before now, 
-F and to have: been competently. provided 
. for in the +mean time... But Separation 
hath always of 'old been. counted an un- 
+due,, irregular, and dangerous way of 
{ecking what you deſire, even by the.an- 
F, cient Non-Conformiſts themſelves, and 
* was as. much invelghed againſt by them in 
 F thoſe times, as it was by the-Conformiſts 
'Y themſelves. _ 
You know, right well, that when Sacri- 
E ficing, Obſervation of Sabbaths, and other 
= inſtituted Parts of God's Worſhip, .came. 
Y. in competition with Mercy, Charity, _ 
the 
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the like, it by no means, pleaſed hims 'F 
when theſe were-thruſt out, that the other | 
might take "place. * Mnch leſs have you 
reaſon to think, That he is in-ſuch love, 
as You" are with one extcrnal Manner and. ; 


Form of+ Adminiſtration - of Worſhip, 
when another: may .be uſed, as; that 
would have that. cofitended -for- to” the 
loſs of Charity, Peace;*and Unity, when 
as he hath-commanded;;us athve all things 
to put on' Charity; Col: 3. r4:%and above 
all things to*bave-fervent Charity among 
ohr ſelves," 1,Pet. 4.8.; and'that, peace ſhyuld 


rule, Col. 3715. Certainly, to think that FF 


God i IS In Bh love. with” one Form above 


another, under ſuch Circumſtances, can- 


not proceed but” franr a. miſ- approhen- 


fion of” the Nature of Gods; and the Na+ 


ture of his Worſhip. 


If-this then be true, (and I cannot ſee: 
" how it can be*demtted but): that your Se-Þ' 


paration, -as all unlawful Separation in the 


Church is, be of ſuch ill abode” to theF* 


power of Religion, as I have ſhewed; 
Then if you be'in any meaſure convinced 
that it is ſo; I hope it will not be grievous 
to: any. of yon., to whom the Command- 
nents of God are not grievous, to: make 
a ſtand, and bEthink+ you, How you may 
take your ſelves off this way. And if 
the Higher Powers over us ſhall perceive 
any 
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F*2any relenting in you for” what hath been 
"Yone,) 1. dare not ſuſpe&t, but that they 
will take your, Caſe into compaſſionate 
FF” Conſideration, and be.willing. to do their 
part towards the making up.. the great 
I Breach that hath been madg in the Chuxch, 


Sj | | i 


ww 


©J and in a healing way, to hinder the grow- 
e | ing Miſchiefs of it. Which. God of his 
1 J infinite Mercy grant before it be too late. 

5 That which” hath occaſioned all this 
© UnhappineG under which the Church of 
5 | God among us groans, and Religion in 
4 & the 'moſt ſpiritual and moſt concerning 
5 > part of it extreamly ſuffers, is a want of 


Fa right Underſtanding, and due Uſe of 
” our Chrz/tian Liberty, It. was that which 
-# occaſioned Diviſions, and the unchriſtian 
-Y Effects of them in the Churches, firſt 
planted by the Apoſtles. And, the ſame 
- thing hath produced_the ſame, and per- 
«haps much worſe effe&ts among, us in this 
*Nation. Very many of the Jews, who 
$. bclieved, did not at the firſt, underſtand 
their Chriſtian>, Liberty , but thought 
AF themſelves , ſtill under * the Obligation 
JF of the. Ritual Law of Moſes : But o- 
1-Y thers did, eſpecially the believing Gen- 
I tiles. And the want. of a Knowledge of 
YY it in the one, and the-want of a duc 
If Uſe of it in the other, begpt an Unchriſti 
'CY an Carriage in them one towards another. 
Upon 
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Upon occaſion of which St. Paw ſaid,, Gat.” 
5. 13. Brethren, .you ,bave ' been - called untv 
liberty ;, only uſe. not liberty. as an occaſion to: 
the figſh, but by love Jexve one another. When 
he ſaith;ye, have been called unto liberty, . 
his,meaning doubtÞs in ſpecial was, that 
by the Chriſtian Oeconomy the believers 
were ſet at liberty from being tyed tothe 
obſeryation of a great variety-of external 
Modes and Forms of Worſhip to which 
the Jews, by the Law of Moſes," were ob- 
liged. But though they were at liberty 
in theſe, yet they were ſtill as ſtrictly ob- 
liged to the ſpirit and moral ſubſtance of 
the Laiv as ever, one part whereof conſi- 
ſting in our love one to another, according 
to the Apoſtle's words in the next Verſe, 
where he ſaith ; for all the law'#s fulfilled in 
one word een 1m this, Thou ſhalt love thy 
neighbour as thy ſelf. Now his counſel there- 
fore to them was, that they would uſe this ' 
liberty of theirs ſo, as that in the uſe of it 
they might ſerve, one another in love, that 
they would ſuffer Chriitian Charity to 'go- 
vern them in thewuſe of their Chriſtian'11- 
berty, and not to do any thing to the pre- 
judice of that. And then cautions them, 
that by no means'they ſhould uſe this liber- 
ty as an occaſjon-to the fleſh, by-gratifying 
any cernal ſelfiſh humour under colour. of 
Chriſtian liberty,. to the diminiſhing or 
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0 quenching love, or to the ingendering v4- 


riance, emulations, wrath, ſtrife, envying, 


- or the like, which are part'of the works 


of the fleſh which he after reckons up, Yer. 
20. And intimates in the 14. ver. that if 
they did thus abuſe their Chriſtian liberty, 
what the conſequence of it would be, and 


- that was their b;t1mg one anether firſt, and 


ther. "FF 
Contrary to which counſel of the Apo- 
{tle, thoſe Chriſtians abuſed their Chriſti- 


then - their being conſumed one of ano- 


| ar liberty when they put ſucha ſtreſs on ir, 


and on ſtanding 'unmoveably'in it, with- 
out BIVINg any ground to thoſe Chriſtians 
which-did not underſtand it, and in pla- 
cing ſo much of Chriſtianity in; it, as to 
deſpiſe, flight, *and ſet at naught thoſe 
Chriſtians who did not underſtand and uſe 
it asthey did, and that to ſuch a degree, as 
to cauſe diviſion, ſtrife, and uncharitable 
cenſuring one another ; by means whereof 
their good, the good way of Chriſtianity it 
ſelf, came to be evil ſpoken of, Rom. 14. 
Whereas if they had rightly uſed their 
Chriſtian liberty, they would have denied 
themſelves in not uſing that liberty,thoug] 
lawful in it ſelf, at' ſuch times and in ſuch 
caſes, when their doing” ſo would have a- 
mounted to no more than the ſuffering of 
{ome perſonal inconvenience, and when 

K therr 
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their uſing of it apparently tended to a 
greater and more publick inconvenience, 
or miſchief rather, ſuch as, the. breakin 
the Churches Peace and Unity, and the ba 
efteQs of it, both among themſelves, and 
in reference to.. them without, in cauſing 
2 to think the worſe of Chriſtianity it 
{elf. | 

Thus St. Paul to avoid the abuſe of his 
Chriſtian liberty, would, as heſays, eat no 
fleſh while the world ſtands, rather than by eat- 
ing it, to make his brother to offend, 1 Cor. 
8.13. And that was not all neither ; but 
in caſe the ſuſpending the uſe of his liber- 
ty were not enough to. ſecure the Peace 
and Unity of the Church, and what de- 
pended thereon, then the ſtrong were to 
make uſe of their Chriſtiag iberty,in com- 
plying with the weak in things not un them- 
{clves unlawful, though out of thoſe* cir- 
cumſtances altogether inconvenient, rather 
than by ſtanding on ther Chriſtian liber- 
ty, to run the forementioned hazards of 
diſturbing the Peace of the Church, dimi- 
niſhing Charity, cauſing Diviſtons, to the 
{tumbling of the weak, and hardening of 
Adverfaries. 'And thus St. Paul uſed his 
Chriſtian liberty in complying ſo far aF 
tawfully he might, though ſomething a- 
gainſt the grain, when circumſtances made 


it neceſſary for him ſo to do, and that too 
by 
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by the advice of James and all the Elders at 
Jeruſalem, Ads 21.23, 24. . For he, ashe 
ſays, became as a Jew to the Jews, and as 
- without law to thoſe without law, ( yet 1mm that 
under the law to Chriſt) yea, all things to all 
men, and all for the Goſpel ſake, as he ſays, 
_ that the Chriſtian Religion might the het- 
ter getup in the World, and not by acon- 
trary courſe to . loſe ground, 1 Cor. g. 20. 


wg: 

And if we in this Age had been ſo wiſe, 
and ſo  Chriftian as to have followed 
St. PauPs Doctrine and example in uting 
our Chriſtian Liberty in a way of lawful 
complyance, and-.in forbearing the, uſe of 
it to ſhun a greater inconvenience, Chriſti- 
anity would have had a more lovely and 
attracting aſpect, and have yielded more 
ſatisfaftion and pleaſure to the minds of 
the Profeſſors of it, and gained more up- 
on others, than by the courſe we have ta- 
ken we have ſuffered it to have or to have 
effected. O that there were but. more of 
this ſpirit and temper of St. Paul among 
us, how happy ſhould we be ! 

But the want of this, the want of a right 
underſtanding and due uſe of Chriſtian i- 
. berty, hath doubtleſs been the great occa- 
lion of Church-Diviſion among, us in theſe 
days, andof the unhappy effects of them, 
as well as they were of thoſe that fell ont 
K 2 in 
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in the days of the Apoſtles. There are, 
and have been many people. who have not 
underſtood the latitude of their Chriſtian 
liberty ; and from thence have proceeded 
many needleſs ſcruples, and thoſe needleſs ' 
and groundlefs fcruples have turned ma- 
.ny ont of the way of their duty mto other 
ways, ways of ſeparation and oppoſition, 
arid from thence have followed the lamen- 
table effects I have formerly mentioned. 

I fay many have-not underſtood the La- 
titude of their Chriſtian liberty abont the 
uſing and forbearing to uſe as circumſtan- 
ces ſhould direct, ſeveral circumſtantial 
matters in or abont the external admini- 
ſtration of God's Worſhip. And this, 
hath been occaſioned very much by ſome \ 
falſe dofrine which hath been formerly 
broached by ſome out of an ignorant zeal, 
and imbibed by many, and 1s ſtill kept on 
foot by ſome among us : And that is, That 
nothing is to be done in the worſhip of God, 
which be hath not commanded : Or at leaſt 

nothing but what is of natural neceſſity, as 

| time and place, or the like. And by this 
means people have been brought to ſcruple 
Communion im the - pnblick Worſhip of 
God among us, becauſe of ſome circum- 
ftances in the adminiſtration, which: ars 
not expreſly. commanded by God. And 
fome, to perſwade themſelves and the pow» 

pie, 
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ple, that this Doctrine of theirs hath been 
true, have made uſe (ill 'uſe indeed) of 
many Scriptures which refer only to the 
ſubſtance of God's Worſhip, and not to 
external circumſtances of I 
-. Such, for inſtance, as forbid adding to, ot 
diminiſhing from the Word of God; and 
ſuch as in a figurative Scheme of Speech, 
condemn worſhipping of falſe Gods : As 
when leſs is ſaid, and very much more 
meant, as when the worſhipping of the 
Sun and Moon, and Mens offering their 
Childrenin Sacrifice to Baal, to Molech, is 
called the doing of that which God com- 
manded *em not,when in truth he had with 
a high hand forbidden it, Deut.17.3. Jer.7, 
31. and 19. 5. and 32. 35, This manner 
of ſpeaking is an Hebraiſm not unuſual, 
Ia. 66. 4. And choſe that in whech I delight- 
ed not, Pſal. 5. Heb. 10. 38. They have 
made uſe alſo for their purpoſe, of ſuch 
Scriptures as have condemned the changing 
and altering of ſome circumſtances of wor- 
flip which God had by expreſs appoint- 
ment fixed and determined. As the of- 
fering with ſtrange fire by Nadab and Abihu, 
ſuch as- God commanded not, Levit. 10. 1. 
when he had otherwiſe expreſly determi- 
ned, that they ſhould offer with fire taker 
from off the altar, Levirt. 16. 12. and 6. 12, 
13. And Jeroboam's keeping the feaſt 07 
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the fifteenth day of the eight month, the month 
which he had deviſed of his own heart, or a 
feaſt like unto the feaſt in Fuda ; things con- 
trary to what God had expreſly appoint- 
ed. And Uzza's touching the Ark ta 
guide it ina Cart, when God had expreſly 
appointed, that it ſhould he boyn on the Prieſts 
ſhoulders, and the like. - Theſe things were 
not only circumſtances not commanded by 
God, but they were uſed and done to the 
juſtling out what he had commanded ; like 
the Phariſees making void the Command- 
ments of God through their Traditions, 
that is, by thruſting the one ont, and 
bringing the other in their rooin. 

And it any thing of this nature could 
be proved to be in our publick .worſhip, 
theſe Scriptures might have been perti- 
nently alledged to condemn it, but not to 
prove that nothing may be done in the 
\Worſkip of God which he hath not com- 
manded, For 1t's one thing to leave that 
which God hath commanded undone, and 
to do ſomewhat of onr own deviſing 1n- 
ſtead of 1t ; and another thing to do that 
which God hath appointed, and ſomething 
more, but not in oppoſition to It, but in 
purſuance of the ſame end. And thus 
Solomon oftered Sacrifice in the middle 
Court of the Temple, beſides the offering 
2n the Brazen Altar, thoggh God had ap- 

pointed 
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pointed the Brazen Altar only for that 
purpoſe, 1 Kings 8. 64, And thus alſo 
King Hezckiab, with the Princes and Peo- 
ple, kept the. Feaſt of the Paſlover, not 
only for ſeven days, which was according - 
to God's Inſtitution, but after that for ſc- 
ven days more alſo, and yetſo far asappears, 
with good approbation from God, 2 Chron. 
30. 23. And whether the ſuper-addition 
of the Croſs in Baptiſm, with the words 
* concomitant, were not at firſt made upon 
reaſons of like nature, I cannot fay, but 
may be conſidered. And yet again, it's 
one thing to do a thing in the Worſhip of 
God otherwiſe than he hath appointed, 
when he hath appointed how it ſhall be 
done, both in reference to the intrinſick 
{ubſtance, andexternal circumſtance; and 
another thing to do it this way or another, 
as to the external adminiſtration, when 
he hath determined only the ſubſtance of 
Worſhip what ſhall be done, and after 
what manner, as to the ſpiritual part, but 
hath left it at Mens liberty, and undeter- 
mined in which of the ways it ſhall be done, 
as to the outward circumſtances of admini- 
{tration, when there are more ways than 
one in which it may be done. In the for- 


* Mer caſe we are bound up to one way only, 


in the other-we ſin not, if we do the thing, 
ctther in the one way or the other, Only 
K 4 Yene- 
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general rules in this caſe, will diret Men 
to chuſe that whichappears to them beſt in 
it ſelf , other circumſtances concurring, 
and where we are at liberty to uſe that we 
judge beſt, without ſcandalizing any others, 
and without makingany Schiſm by croſling 
ſuch publick orders as are appointed to 
keep Peace and Unity in the Church, and 
to preſerve what depends upon them. 

Now if there be ſuch a liberty left in 
the outward adminiſtration of worſhip, as 
I have ſuppoſed, at leaft in ſome Caſes ; 
then the propoſition cannot he true, That 
nothing 1s to be done in the Worſhip of 
God, which he hath not commanded, And 
that there 1s ſuch a liberty left, will beſt 
appear by trying the matter in ſome in- 
ſtances. I will inſtance in that of Prayer, 
which is an eminent part of God's Wor- 
ſhip. The ſubſtance of this piece of Di- 
vine Worſhip, God hath expreſly deter- 
mined, as that we pray to him, and in the 
Name of his Son Chriſt Jeſus, and for 
things according to his Will, neceſſary or 
lawful, and with ſeriouſneſs and devotion 
of Soul, 1a Faith, and with Fervency. But 
he hath no where told us, that this ſhall 
be done without any fixed Form or Me- 
chod, or without being pronounced out of 
a Book, or that 1t ſhall be done only ac- 
cording to the inſtantaneous conception of 
the 
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the mind, both for matter and method, 
And therefore for any Man to pretend 
that to do it one of theſe ways only, is ne- 


-ceſſary by Divine appoigtment, and the 


other diſallowed by the ſame authority, is 
indeed an adding to God's Word, or a ſaying 
he ſaith what he hath not ſaid. So that in 
truth many in this caſe, and upon this ac- 
count run into ſuperſtition, while they cry 
out moſt againſt it ; and the Teachers of 
ſuch Doctrine fright the people into ſuper- 
ſtition, while they pretend to deter and 
draw them from it. This is a plain caſe, 
if plain truth would fatisfie ſuch of you as 
moſt need it. | ; 

Geſture in Prayer, ſuch as is Kneeling, 
lifting up Hands and Eyes, and the like, are 
as well ſigns and expreſſions of inward de- 
votion and means to excite it, as words 
are, and as really circumſtantial parts of 
the external mode of Worſhip. And yet 
I am confident you do not believe but that 
God hath left a liberty of choice in theſe, 
as Circumſtances ſhall diret, - And if that 
Doctrine were true, that nothing, is to be 
done in. the external mode of God's Wor- 
ſhip, but what he hath commanded, I ve- 
hemently ſuſpect, that upon your utmoſt 
enquiry into what is commanded in the 
New Teſtament, in reference to the ex- 
ternal manner of Prayer, that you wp_ 
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find your ſelves confined only to the uſe of 


the Lord's Prayer, by that Precept of our [| 


Saviour, Luke 11. 2. When ye pray, ſay, 
Our Father, &c, For. I do not find any 
command in the New Teſtament but this, 
as to the external manner of Prayer. . For 
when our Saviour in at. 6. 9. at a time, 
and on occaſion different from that men- 
tioned by St. Luke, ſaith , after this man- 
ner therefore pray ye , Our Father, &c. | 
reckon, That herein he gave direction, 
touching the Matter and Order of Prayer, 
but not -at all how this Matter ſhould be 
uttered and expreſsd to God, further 
than in the Form here mentioned. Though 
on the other hand, I am far from think- 
ing, That our Saviour thereby intended 
to limit his Diſciples to-thoſe words only. 
And although a liberty to uſe other words 
in expreſſing the ſame Matter, ſeems to 
be thereby granted, -yet in what manner, 
it 1s not faid.as whether ina fixed Form,or 
otherwiſe. So that a Liberty is ſtill left, 
herein to be guided by emergent Circum- 
ſtances, in what way and manner to pray, 
as to what 1s external. 

The like 1s true, concerning other parts 
of God's Worſhip, as the two Sacraments, 
Baptiſm and the Lord's Supper, and alſo 
of ſinging of Pſalms. Although there is 
2 Command for the Subſtance of theſe, 
yer 
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yet there is no Command for ſeveral Cir- 
* cumſtances conveniently neceſſary about 
the Adminiſtration and Uſe of theſe, and 
without which the Subſfance cannot be 
adminiſtreds but a Latitude 1s left there- 
in, ſo that Reſpect be but had unto gene- 
ral Rules of Edification, Order, Decency, 
and Peace ; and that things of leſs mo- 
ment:be under Controul and Government 
of- greater. In all which much is, and 
mult be left to the Prudence of thoſe, in- 
to whoſe hands the Providence of God 
hath put the. ordering of Afﬀeairs of this 
Nature. So that, if nothing be done to 
the corrupting of the Subſtance of Wor- 
ſhip expreſly determined, nor to the juſt- 
ling out any thing relating to it which 1s 
determined and expreſly appointed, nor 
to the defeating of the Ends to which an 
external Adminiſtration of Worſhip 
ſerves, nor under pretence of Divine Ap- 
pointment, when there 15 no ſuch thing : 
It will, I aſſure my ſelf, never be proved, 
That uncommanded Circumſtances, in the 
external Adminiſtration', are unlawful, 
though ſome of them ſhould in ſimple 
Conſideration be thought inconvenient by 
ſome, who yet are under a neceſſity of 
nſing them, or of doing that which is far 
more inconvenient, indeed ſinful, by ma- 
King a Schiſm, When David had _— 
ve 
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ved to build a Temple for the ſame Ends 


ment had been built, God told him, That 
he did + in that it was in bus heart to 
do it, ( 1 Kings 8.18.) even then when 
he nu him alfo, That he had never ſaid 
to any of the Tribes or Judges of his 


Cedar ? 2 Sam. 7. 7. Many 
_ pid rg more Inſtances of this na- 
Ls 133,134, Cvre are elſewhere taken no- 
i tice of, out of the Scriptures 
| of the Old Teſtament, in 
which times, things relating to the exter- 
nal Adminiſtration of God's Worſhip, 
were far more minutely determined by 
God, than they are in the New. 
Now the Caſe under Conſideration be- 
4 ing thus, thoſe who firſt broached, and 
: thoſe who have ſince abetted this Dodtrine, 
that aſſerts nothing to be lawful in the 
Worſhip of God which he hath not com- 
manded, when they extend it farther than 
to the Subſtance of Worſhip, have cor- 
rupted , or rather gone. about to over- 
throw the Dodtrine of Chriſtian Liberty 
in great part, And they have thereby 
hid from the Peoples Eyes the Liberty letr 
them by Chriſt in theſe Matters, and fil- 
led their Minds with endleſs Scruples, and 
hurried them into unlawful —_— x 
TNOIC 


for which a Tabernacle by God's Appoint- | 


People, Why build ye not me an bouſe of 
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thoſe formerly, or inore lately, who de- 
fired ſome alteration in the external Form 
of Adminiſtration uſed in our Church, 
- "had not run fo high, as to aſſert things 
unlawful, which by all their Mediums they 
could never prove to be ſo, but had peace- 
ably and modeſtly purſued their Deſires 
from time to tinie, only 'upon account of 
the inconveniericy of ſome things, as ap- 
prehended by them , and , had ſatisfied 
themſelves, That, in doing ſo, they had 
gone as far as in Duty they were bound, 
without ever rending themſelves from 
Communion with the Church, or diſturb- 
ing the peace of it, by unſetling the Peo- 
ples Minds, and filling their Heads with 
Jextoul , and their Conſciences with 
cruples ; they would ; without doubt, 
have taken a more ſafe and Chriſtian, a 
more prudent and probable way to have 
obtained their Deſires in fime, than by 
that courſe by which they have expoſed 
the Church and Religion to unſpeakable 
Diſadvantages, they have done. And 
therefore, after tryal of other ways, to 
come now to this at laſt, will, doubtleſs, 
be a more honourable and Chriſtian courſe, 
and more prudential, as to all worthy 
Ends, both in reference to the Honour of 
Religion, and its Influence upon Mens 
Hearts and Lives, the Peace of the Na- 
tion, 
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tion, the compoſing of Peoples diſtracted : 
Minds, the reducing of the erroneous, 


the fruſtration of the Deſigns of Adver- 
faries, and the reſtoring Chriſtian Liberty 
to its right uſe. 


For I have ſhewed before, That Men 


then uſe their Chriſtian Liberty beſt,when 
they can and do. act in ways though but 
only lawful, when the common good of 
Chriſtians, and the Intereſt of Religion 
in the main in the World, calls for it, 
though otherwiſe and in ſome reſpeqs 
not pleaſing to themſelves, And ſo did 
St. Paul, and ſo he exhorted others to 
do when he ſaid , give no offence, neither 
to the Jews, nor to the Gentiles, nor to the 
Church of God : even as | pleaſe all men.in 
all thing, not ſeeking my - own profit, but #he 
profit of many. that they may be ſaved, 1 Cor. 
IO. 32, 33: And again, Let no man ſeck 
hs own, but every man anothers wealth, 
ver. 24. . And again, We then that are 
ſtrong, ought to bear the infirmities of the 
weak, and not pleaſe our ſelves, Let every 
one pleaſe bis neighbour for hs good to edift- 
cation : for Chriſt alſo pleaſed not himſelf, 
@*c, Rom. 15. 1, 2, 3. And again, Look 
not every man on hu own things, but every 
man alſo on the things of others, Phil. 2. 4. 
And again, I am made all things to all 
meu, that I might by all means ſave ſome, 
and 
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and this I do for the Goſpel ſake, 1 Cor. g. 
E. 22,23; | 

And if ever you would follow him both 
in his Do&ring and Example,you mult cer- 
tainly alter your courſe. For I cannot ima- 
gine when I ſee how far St. Paul denied 
himſelf in his own liberty in things not o- 
therwiſe acceptable to him, and perſwa- 
ded others to do fo likewiſe rather than 
breaches: ſhould be made, or continue in 
the Chufch, _ and Charity be thruſt our : 
And rather than Jews or Gentiles without, 
or in the Church, ſhould be ſcandalized a- 
gainſt the Chriſtian Religion : I ſay when] 
conſider this, I cannot imagine, but that if 
;.he had been in your circumſtances, but that 
he would have yielded to have. done any 
thing wot ſinful-in it ſelf, and every whit 
as much as you need to do, to have pre- 
vented or ftemoved ſuch manifold and in- 
tolerable evils asSchiſm hath brought upon 
us. | 
| You may, and do perhaps think that it 
things relating to the external adminiſtra- 
tion of God's Ordinances and Worſhip, 
are, at leaſt in great part, left ſo much 
undetermined and at liberty, to chuſe this 
or that as circumſtances ſhall direc, as I 
have aſſerted they are : Then why ſhould 
you be reſtrained from making uſe of that 
which you apprehend to be the beſt ? 
There 
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There is no doubt but that this may be 
done, this liberty be uſed, when other © 
Mens good or hurt 1s not concerned in it. 
But when my forbearing tonſe this liberty 
will tend to the publick good, and my u- 
ſing of it to a publick hurt (which-is plain- 
ly the caſe before us) theri I ſhould not a& 
like ſuch a Chriſtian as St. Paul was, if un-: 
der theſe circumſtances I ſhould uſe that li- 
berty, which out of them I might freely 
uſe. St. Paul ſaith; all things are lawful for 
me, but all things are not expedient : all things 
are lawful for me, but all things edifie not - all 
things are lawful for me, but I will not be Wl | 
brought under the power of any, 1 Cor. 6. 12. 
and 10.23, His meaning, I doubt not, 1s, 
that though thoſe things which he ſpeaks 
of, were in themſelves ſimply conſidered F | 
lawful, and ſuch as to which he had an af- I | 
fection alſo, yet he reſolved this rnotwith- |. 
ſtanding, that he would not be brought j 
under the power of them, but would hold | 1 
and keep himſelf at liberty to uſe his liber-  « 
ty one way or another, according as It} 1 
ſ 
11 
t 


would be conſiſtent with, or tend to the 
publick good, or to forbear to uſe it when 
it tended to the contrary. Now 1 have 
repreſented to you before in part, how ma- | | n 
ny, great, and lamentable, the evils are, x 
which are brought on this Church and Na-F þ 
tion, by your aſſuming the liberty you Fe. 
under 
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under the preſent circumſtances in which 
# youare: And therefore methinks if you 

"can but tell how to reconcile your ſelves 

unto St. PauPs mind and reſolution, you 

ſhould quickly and without, any great heſi- 
tation, deſiſt and put a ſtop to your pre- 


fent proceeding, and return to Parochial 
Communion: 


n 
/ | Hope you do not think that the intereſt. 
4 of Religion in the Souls and Lives of 
S | Men, is more advantaged than damnified 
Lin the total account by your dividing :Or 
e BY that it would at all have loſt in the general - 
2 account of profit and loſs, in caſe it never 
S, & had been begun ſince the Reformation, If 
ks | you do, I acknowledge my ſelf herein to 
d | differ from you : Unleſs you eſtimate Mens 
f- Y religiovſneſs by their zeal for and againſt 
h- & outward Modes, and Forms, and Opinions 
mc in Religion, -and for and againſt Parties, 
Id upon account of thoſe. Forms and Opini- 
er-F ons; and not by their ſober and ſerious 
Ir Piety, Modeſty, Humility, Fidelity, Ju- 
the U ſticeand Charity, together with their Faith 
nenY in our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; Which are the 
ave} - things by which I meafure Mens religiouſ- 
ma- | neſs; And.I appeal to all ſuch among you 
are,  aSare in a like capacity with my felt in 
Na-J point of Age and Experience in this mat- 
'F | ter, 
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ter, to make a- Judgment of this Nature ; 
whether there be not juſt cauſe to fear thar 


- Religion hath loſt ground among us upon 


the account of our Diviſions, ſo asit never: 
would have done, if they never had been 
begun: Beſides the hazard we run of expo- 
ſing our Poſterities to loſe the ſubſtance by 
our contending for circumſtance : And be-- 
fides the temptation we have thereby put 
upon Mento call the whole of Chriſtianity 
into queſtion, and thereupon to give reins 
to their Luſts more than ever before ſince 
the Reformation was firſt made. I pray 
God ſo to. bind the conſideration of theſe 
things upon your minds, that you. may be 
awakened thereby, out of I know not what 
dream into which a great many of the good 
People of this Nation have fallen. *. » 
There is nothing hardly in Chriſtianity 
more evident than that matters of leſs mo- 
ment are to give way to thoſe of greater, 
circumſtance to ſubſtance, conveniences 
to neceſlaries,a leſs convenience toa greater, 
a greater inconveniency to a leſs, duties 
only by Poſitive Inſtitution, to thoſe which 
are morally or naturally ſuch ;- as might be 
ſhewed in many other Scrip- 
Heſ.6.6, Mat. tures, beſides thoſe nowtouch'd 
12-4,597- on about Chriſtian liberty. 
And I think nothing gives a 
more dirett contradiction to all this, _ 
tne 
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p : 


the Schiſm that is made among, us, or the 
things by which it is made : Becauſe by 
this you make matters of greater moment 
to truckle and yield to thoſe that are leſs 
circumſtance to ſubſtance, matters neceſ* 
ſary t#Thoſe of conveniency, a greater 
convenience to a leſs, and fo. on. For I 
appeal to the light of your own reaſon, 
and to -your Conſcience, whether the at- 
fairs, of Religion in reference to the 
Church of God and to the World, are ſo 
much concerned in having God's Worſhip 


and Ordinances adminiſtred in your way; 


rather than in the way of the Church of 
England, as they are in the peace and uni-, 
ty of the Church, and in what depends 
upon them : Whether the Souls of Men in 
general, both of thoſewhich adhereto you, - 
and of thoſe which do not, are advantaged 
by your way of adminiſtration above what 
they are and would be in the way -of the 
Church of England, more than they are 
hurt by the diviſion and ſeparation that 1s 
made about that difference : Whether the 
Chriſtian Religion be- more honoured a- 
broad in other Nations, among Chriſtians 
and Infidels, by the one, than hurt by the 
other : Whether the Proteſtant Cauſe boti: 
at: home and abroad, gains more þy the 
one, than it is hurt by the other : And 
whether more ſecured to poſterity by the 
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one, than endangered by theother : Whe- 
ther Errour aud Hereſie be more ſuppreſt 
by the one, than propagated by the other, 
And laſtly, Whether Charity, Humility, 
and other - Chriſtian Vertues og, Graces, 
wherein the ſubſtance and power of Reli- 
gion conſiſts, are farthered in your way 
above what they are and would be in' the 
way of the Church of England, more than 
they are hindered by Schiſm aad Separa- 
tion, 

Now if the affairs and concerns of Re- 
ligion among Men, do in «theſe and many 
other reſpects loſe more by your Schuſin 
+ than they get by having the Worſhip' of 
God adminiſtred in your way rather than 
in the way of the Church of England, as 
doubtleſs they do, and the thing 1s too 
manifeſt ' to be denied; Then you muſf 
needs be as certainly guilty of making mat- 
ters of greater moment to ftoop and ſub- 
mit to thoſe of leſs, as ever the Phariſees 
were of paſling over the weightier matters 
of the Law, and contenting themſelves 
that they tithed Mint, Aniſe, and Cam- 
min. 

There is no ſuch proportion of value in 
your way of external adminiſtrationof ho- 
Iy things, as different from that of the 
Church of Engtand, as makes it worthy to 
be put in competition with the peace and u- 

N nity 
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nity of the Church, and what .depends 
thereon. For the Scripture no where lays 
any ſuch .1njunction upon us, to obſerye 
one way or manner of external adminiſtra- 
tion of ge right ſubſtance of worſhip,(ſup- 
poling 1t to be done in common: Language) 
as it does for the keeping of the unity of the 
ſpirit in the bond of peace : Nor gives any 
ſuch caution againſt any external Form of 
Adminiſtration, except that which is made 
in an unknown Tongue, as it does againſt 
the breach of the peace and unity of the 
Church, and the many conſequent ill ef- 
fe&tsthereof. - Nor is there any ſuch utility 
in your way of adminiſtration, as diffe- 
rent from that of the Church of England, 
as makes it worthy to be put in competiti- 
on with the peace and unity of the Church. 
I preſume there 1s no ſober, ſerious Chri- 
ſtianamong you, will fay that your way of 
adminiſtration makes any ſuch difference 
in the Hearts and Lives of Chriſtians, but 
that there were heretofore, and are now, 
Chriſtians in Communion with the Church 
of England, as Sober, Righteous, and 
Godly, as any among you. I know nov 
thing therein to hinder a Man from being 
as holy, and as good as he hath a mind to 
he. Ir is the difference in Mens more or 
leſs attendance to the ſubſtance of Chriſtt- 
anity, that makes them better or worſe 
9 Chri- 
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Chriſtians, and not their uſing different 
undetermined circumſtances in the admi- 
niſtration of Worſhip. 

And if it be ſo that your way of admini- 
ſtration, as different from . thwm of the 
Church of England, holds no ſuch propor- 
tion of value or utility, as makes it wor- 
thy to be brought in competition with the 
peace and unity of the Church ; Then for 
you to bring it into competition there- 
with, nay, to prefer it above the peace 
and unity of the Church, and what de- 
pends thereon, as 1t4s apparent you do, 1s 
a thing altogether unaccountable, anda flat 
contradiction to that vein of DoQtrine in 
the Scripture which I have mentioned 
above. 

I know you will be ready enough to ſay, 
that if it be ſo bad a thing in us to put un- 
determined circumſtances in the admini- 
{tration of holy things into competition 
with the peaceand unity of the Church, as 
you ſay it is; Then it cannot be good in 
them, who by impoſing ſuch things upon 
vs a8 Conditions of Communion, do put 
S them into competition with the peace and 
unity ofthe Church alſo, which 1s divided 
2pon that account. 

There is, 1 grant, little queſtion, but 
that the impoſing of nothing as a Conditi- 
on of Communion but what is generally 
freeſt; 
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freeſt from exception, is a very good way 
to preſerve peace and unity in the Church. 
But yet the uſing of ſome indifferent cir- 
cumſtances in the Worſhip of God upon 
the firſt Reformation from Popery in this 
' Nation, was doubtleſs thoughtas conveni- 
ent for the bringing people to Church then, 
asever a complying with the Jews in their 
vſages not ſinful in themſelves, was at the 
firſt Converſion of them to Chriſtianity, 
. thought convenient to bring/them to, and 
to keep them in the Church then. And 
though you think the caſe1s ſo altered ſince 
the Reformation, as that what was a rea- 
ſon of their uſe then, to wit, the bringing 


- 


Folk to Church, 18a reaſon of their diſ-uſe, - 


and laying aſide now, as tending to the 
ſame end.; yetif this thought hath not hi- 
therto taken place in the minds of the 
Powers above us, or ſuppoſing they ſhould 
be under a miſtake in thinking otherwiſe, 
do youthink that their preferring undeter- 
mined circumſtances before the peace and 
unity of the Church,which you deem mat- 
ter of juſt complaintin them, would art all 
juſtifie you in doing the like ?--I am ſure 
It will not, but greatly aggravate your 
fault. For wherein thou judgeſt another (as 
St. Paul ſaith) thou condemneſt thy felf ; for 
thou that judgeſt, doeſt the ſame things, 
Rom, 2, 1. 


_ 
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The conſideration of: the way ns and 
diſproportion that is between ſome unde- 
termined circumſtances in the adminiſtra- 
tion of holy things;and the unity and ons 
of the Church; would; as I have reaſon to 


preſume, have prevailed before now to | 


have obtained ſome eaſe for the ſake of ſuch 
as are really conſcientiouſly ſcrupulous, but 
withal peaceable, and as ſcrupulous to di- 
ſrurb the peace of. the Church on the one 
hand, as they are to diſturb the peace of 
their own Conſcience on the other ;- I ſay, 
this probably would have obtained ere 
now, had not your carrying things with 
{o high a hand of oppoſition, obſtructedit, 


and hardened their hearts againſt you, in. 


whoſe power 1t 1s to eaſe yov. And Lam 
very full of confidence, that that very con- 
{1deration I have now mentioned, would 
yet prevail with them to give yoy eaſe, if 
you would but abate your open qþpoſtion 
and comply fo far as I am confident the 
oreatelt part of you can do, without of- 
*ending your Conſcience, For ifyou could 
but yet be prevailed withal thus to do; who 
is ſo hard=hearted and ſo regardleſs of the 
unity and peace of the Church, and what 
depends thereon, as would not in their 

laces And capacities ſeek your eaſe ? But if 
bo cannot be prevailed withal, I cannot 
calily tell you how much I dread the cor.- 
ſequence ot It. ” Time 
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TIME was when it was the-Apprehen- 
ſion of many of you, That private 

and perſonal Application, by you that are 
Miniſters, to the People of your reſpe- 
ive Pariſhes, from'Houſe to Houſe, was 
. of very great uſe for their profiting in 
Religion; Yea ſo great, That ſome 
of you have thought you did more good 
that way, than by your publick Miniſtra- 
tion ; and that, in great-Pariſhes eſpecial- 
ly, more. Miniſters than one were neceſ- 
ſary, for the'carrying on of this, and the 
publick Work. Yea, you thought this 
{o profitable and fo neceſſary, as that the 
Miniſters in ſeveral Counties, as of Wor- 
* ceſter, Eſſex, Cumberland, Weſtmorland, 
&c, did enter into a mutual Agreement, 
to ingapge in this Work, and, publiſhed the 
ſame with Intent, as I ſuppoſe , to excite, 
others to do ſo likewiſe. This conſidered, - 
if the promoting of Religion -among the 
People, both in Knowledge and PraCtice, 
was and is your great Deſign, ( and I will 
not be ſo uncharitable: ' as. to judge it nei- 
ther was nor is) I cannot but think, I con- 
_ feſs, that you were ſomewhat "unhappy, 
and the Nation too, in that you did not 
think of, and undertake this Method'of 
imploying your Talents, rather than that 
you have choſen, when neceſſity, in ſome 
ſort, 
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ſort, put you upon it, and wherein you 
nigh have been fo greatly ſerviceable:; 


that not only without offending a- 
gainſt the publick Laws and Peace of the 
- Church, but alfo to your: great Honour 
and high Acceptation with good Men. 
And if thoſe, who now ſuppbrt you in 
t of Livelyhood, in the way you are 
in, would not or will not do the ſame or 
more in that other way (not to ſay what 
might reafonably+be expected from many - 
others who do not like the way you are 
in) they would give a ſhrewd: ground of 
Suſpicion, that not the Advancement of 
the Power and Practice of Religion a- 
mong us, but ſomewhat elſe prevails 
with them to do what they do in that 
kind. 
Undoubted]y the Peace and. Unity of 
. the Church, (as I have ſhew'd,"and you 
cannot but know ) Bs a Matter of that 
moment , for the Increaſe and 
Growth of all kindly Religiouſneſs in your 
ſelves and the People, and the contrary 1o - 
certain to produce- contrary Effects, that 
it would be very worthy of you to do 
what ly you can to ſtop the one,-and 
ro procure the other, though it 1d coſt 
you ſome conſiderable ſelf-denial to do 
it, Remember and conſider that excellent 
Advice 
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Advice of Clemens Romanus, in py, g, 
his Epiſtle to-the Church of Co- © © 

rinth, in a time when fad Diviſions and 
Contentions prevailed among them. as 
they do now among us. He therefore (faith 
he) that 15 frog, merciful. full of "Charity 
among you, let him ſay, If it be for me, 
that Sedition, Contention, and Diviſion a- 
riſe, I will depart, I will be gone whither 
you will: 1] will do what the people com- 
mand me : ſo be it that the flock of Chriſt 
may live in peace with thoſe Presbyters 
that are ſet over them. He that ſhall do 
this ( faith he) will win bimſelf much Ho- 
nour in the Lord, and every place will 
gladly receive him, Let me fay to you 
upon this occaſion, as St. Paul alſo did in 
11s Epiſtle to the ſame Church , Chap. 14. 
36. What ? came the word of God to you 
only, or from you onuly Do you think 
that Religion 1n the Nation depends fo 
mueh upon your publick Labours, as that 
it would ſink if you did not thereby 
uphold it? Methinks. you ſhould not, T ' 
am ſure there is no reafon why you ſhould. 
And if not, then either Clemens Romanus 
was out in his fore-mentioned Advice, or\ 
elſe you ſeem to be ſo in your preſent Pra- 
Qice, as differing much fram ir. 


I will 
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| Pak add one thing more before I con- 
clude. I find, by ſome of your prin- 
ted Papers as well as by perſonal Diſ- 
courſe, that it runs much in your minds, 
That if you could but be indulged a Li- 
berty by the Civil Powers, in the ſeparate 
way in which you now act, it would free 
you from the Impntation of Schiſm ; 
which I apprehend, under your favour, 
to be a great Miſtake, for theſe Reaſons. 
Firſt, Becauſe your Practice herein, not- 
withſtanding ſuch an Indulgence, would 
be a Deviation from the Primitive Pattern 
of Church-Communiorn. All the Chriſti- 
ans then, as I have ſhewed before, did 
{111 aſſociate together in Church-Commu- 
nion, in the places where they did reſide ; 
and accordingly the Churches receive 
their Denominatzon of being the Church 
at Rome, at Corinth, &c. from the civil 
Bounds. And I have ſhewed alſo, .That 
ſo to do is moſt accommodate to the Ends 
and Purpoſes of Church-Communion, 
And for any in theſe' Churches, whiles 
they did reſide upon the place, to have 
rent themſelves off from Communion 
with thoſe, and to have ſet up for them- 
ſelves in the ſame place (otherwiſe than 
what was done with conſent when their 
numbers made it convenient to meet in di- 
ſtinct 
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ſtint Aſſemblies) or ſhould have gone and 
have united themſelves with a Church in 


| another place, as diſowning Communion 


with thoſe from whom they went off, 
when there was no neceſſity of doing ſogor 


* of ſinning, would have been a down right 


Schiſm, and ſeems to have been the very 
caſe of thoſe St. Jude ſpeaks of, that ſepa-= 
rated themſelves, being ſenſual, not haumg 
the Spirit, Jude 19. Now then whenthere 
have been Churches of Chriftian Profeſſors 
inthis Nation, and diſtinguiſhed by the ci- 
vil bounds and Precinds, for Order and 
Government ſake, inlike fort asthey were 
in the Apoſtles times ; for you in this caſe 
to rend from them, and ſet up other 
Churches inthe ſame places, and renounce 
Communion with the firſt, by Word or 
Deed, without a neceſſity to do fo or fin ; 
though yon ſhould not perhaps fin againſt 
the Civil Power in doing fo, in, caſe you 
had their leave, yet this would not free 
you from Schiſm, in' making a caufleſs 
breach in the Church. | 

Secondly, I have ſhewed, that a gather- 
ing out the better people from among thoſe 
which are not ſo good, and to make a new 
Church thereof, 1s croſs to one principal 
end of Church-Conſociation, which 1s, that 
the better might help the worſe, and the 
ftrong bring torward the weak, the more 

| | ſpiritual 
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ſpiritual part help to ſpiritualize the more 
carnal. The contrary is, as if the grown * 

ons In a Family ſhould withdraw from + 
the Children, and the healthy from thoſe ' 
that are fick, which every body would cry 
out of, And it the Higher Powers ſhould +» 
connive at ſuch diſorders, the thing would 


be never the better in-it ſelf. 
Thirdly, I have ſhew'd what bad effe&ts 
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Schiſm does naturally produce, and how - 2 


contrary it is in it ſelf to the Doctrine of 
the Apoſtles ; and if it be and do fo, leave 
from the Civil Powers to perpetrate this 
evil, would never fſanctihe 1t, -or make it 
other than it is in its own nature, that 1s 
linful. 


AVING faid thus much as you ſee, I 

ſhall not need to make any farther 
Apology why I have done it, than what 
you have in the beginning of this Addreſs. 
And'as to what it conſiſts of, I ſhall Truſt 
it to ſpeak for it ſelf (if you will but make 
that allowance to the Author, which con- 
fidering his circumſtances, .I am confident 
ingenuity will not deny him.) Only this I 
can, and therefore may ſay. that I am not 
conſcious to my ſelf of having offered any 
abuſe to the Scriptures by any undue inter- 
| pretation, or to you by any miſ-applicatt- 
ON 
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.. on of them, nor by any miſ-repreſentation 
- of you, in principle or practice: Though 
+ Idonot think youare all of a piecein both: 
And therefore all that's ſaid is not to be 
dpplied to All alike, all being not. alike 
guilty of the Schiſm ſo much complained 
of in this Addreſs. As my intention. in 
the undertaking of which was the publick 
good'; ſo upon review I cannot perceive 
that I have ſaid any thing but what is one 
way. or other agreeable to that deſign, nor 
unbecoming any Man of a modeſtly pub- 
lick ſpirit. And if the removal of a pub- 
lick grievance out of the Church, and the 
procuring its publick benefit, hath made 
the mention and diſcovery of thoſe things 
neceſſary, the mention and diſcovery of 
which are likelieſtto oftend ſome ; yet the 
neceſſity of * that, as a means to ſo worthy 
'. an end, will, I hope, plead my excuſe with 
them, and fſatisfie them upon after thoughts. 
And if this Addreſs may contribute any 
thing to the publick good, either while I 
, am alive, or after my Death, though but 
m the leaſt degree, (of which I do not al- 
'» together deſpair) I ſhall not loſe my end: 
' Wheretore to conclude : If you would 
not then have the power and fpirit of Re- 
ligion ceaſe from among us, or degenerate 
into form and unkindlineſs of temper : If 
you would not leave the people in ſuper- 
; ſion, 
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ſtition, into which you ſeem to have, I&q' "FF 
, them, .nor he- guilty of adding to God's' 
Word; 'by* making them believe he hath 
forbidden and commanded, what he hath 
not. forbidden nor commanded, but left to 
ſuch direQion as general rules and emer- 
-gent.crcumſtances ſhall ſuggeſt to prudent 
 »:Men : If you would not vary. fromthe 
Primitive pattern by ſeparating from” the 
Chriſtian Congregations where you relide, 
when you. are not- neceſlitated to it or to' 
fin : If you would not tempt Men to think 
that Religion.is but an uncertain thing and 
matter of ſquable - If you would not give 
, occaſiqn 'ofgealouſie, that dne regard is 
wanting-inyol to Orderand Goveriimnent: 
Tf you would not;betray our Poſterity into: . - 
the hands of Popiſh Policy, and Power, 
nor expoſe the Church 6f .God in this-Na- 
tionto that ruine which hath befallen other 
Churches in other places and Ages of the _ | 


World through divikons among them- 
ſelves; Then he perſwaded, IT beſcech you, - 
to conſult ſome better things than the ** 
keeping {till open the wide breach among *' 4 
us, can pofliblepromiſe you. 1 
 Farewel, © 


THE END, ** 


